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Transcript For: "In Wisconsin" 

Original Air Date: Thursday, April 17, 2008   

Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week discover how these wild mustangs are transformed into show horses by this Rock County woman. Hit the trail with these volunteers who are building a path through state history with a little sweat, a few shovels and a lot of goodwill. Find out how this Cedarburg man’s soldier son touched the hearts of people around the world from his final post in Iraq. We'll also bring you an update on the cougar that was spotted “In Wisconsin.” 

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

Loew:

Wisconsin has paid a heavy price in the war in Iraq. 88 members of the military from our state have been killed to date including two marines killed this week. Every military man and woman lost in the war leaves behind a story, not just the story of how they died, but how they lived. Reporter Art Hackett brings us one of those stories. It features a soldier with Wisconsin connections who was the first US soldier to die in Iraq this year. US Army Major Andrew Olmsted was 37 and was based at Fort Carson in Colorado. His parents have lived near Cedarburg in Ozaukee County since 1990. But because of Andrew Olmsted's passion for writing, his death has not just touched family and friends in Wisconsin, but the entire world. Art Hackett reports. 

Wesley Olmsted:

He was an exceptional writer. He had been writing for six or seven years and had really gotten into discussing a lot of political issues. Among other things. He also wrote about the Red Sox which was his team. Had been for years. 

Art Hackett:

Wesley Olmsted of Cedarburg is US Army Major Andrew Olmsted's father. Major Olmsted, age 37, was the first US soldier to die in Iraq in 2008. He was based at Fort Carson in Colorado. Andrew Olmsted left behind a widow, Amanda Wilson. Andrew grew up in Maine and then Massachusetts where his father was a chemical engineer for Polaroid. While in college, he joined ROTC and then entered the army. 

Wesley Olmstead:

There were a number of different things that influenced his decision. Some of the books he read, combat books, when you read through a book like that and all about camaraderie and how you can make a difference in the world and at the same time be a part of something bigger than yourself. 

Hackett:

About seven years ago Andrew Olmsted became a blogger writing a series of postings on the internet known formally as a weblog or blog for short. 

Wesley Olmsted:

He got into blogging because he liked to have a discussion. His blogs were not way conservative or way liberal. What he was trying to do in many cases if you go and look through some of the earlier blogs you'll discover he's trying to use the blogs as a way to consolidate in his own mind what he thinks about specific issues. 

Hackett:

He eventually created a new blog, andrewolmsted.com and joined a group of other bloggers at a site called Obsidian Wings. The group was looking for a conservative voice. 

Wesley Olmsted:

Actually, he's more of a libertarian than a conservative.  And that’s more of a small “l” not a capital “L.”

Hackett:

He had served in the army for 15 years but wasn't ordered to Iraq until mid-2007. 

Wesley Olmsted:

In general this is what he felt. Because he was a soldier he had to go. Plus I think he felt he was going to be able to do some good by doing the training and in the ultimate hopefully we would be able to turn it over to the Iraqis and walk away. 

Hackett:

The Rocky Mountain News in Denver enlisted Olmsted to write a blog for their website. Reporter David Montero was assigned to write the background story. 

David Montero:

It was interesting the first few entries of his blog that I read were really technical and he really didn't let himself be his voice be in the writing, I didn't think, early on in our blog. It wasn't until later, I think as he got comfortable with the forum and got reader comments that he started to open up a bit. 

Wesley Olmsted:

He put one up one time asking people to send not soccer balls but the needles and the pumps so that the kids could reinflate the things. Once the Iraqi kids had beaten them up they deflate rather rapidly sometimes. 

Montero:

I think he was more comfortable making observations about things he was seeing and things he was doing but this is stuff that we had talked about prior to his leaving, about his interest in the culture and his trying to understand the culture. Making sure that he did the proper things to be the best ambassador as he could be. I think he did see himself as an ambassador to the Iraqi people. 

Hackett:

His last post for the Rocky Mountain News was dated December 26, 2007. Describing the Muslim holiday of Eid al Adha. 

Montero:

The managing editor came up to me and he said there was a report going around the blogosphere that Andrew had been killed. I didn't believe it right away. I was really hoping it wasn't true. And so my first reaction was a lot of things appear on blogs aren't true and sometimes it's like a dry tinder fire. Things can spread in the blogosphere so fast. I thought maybe someone had inadvertently posted something that wasn't true. 

Hackett:

The day after Olmsted was killed, another post appeared on the blog. It begins. 

Narrated Andrew Olmsted:

This is an entry I would have performed not to have published, but there are limits to what we can control in life and apparently I have passed one of those limits. 

Montero:

I can visualize Andy trying to go over and talk to people, see if they can put their guns down and unfortunately they didn't know him and they decided to shoot him. 

Hackett:

When he died on January 3rd, all of a sudden this last post pops up on the blog. Did you know that was coming? 

Wesley Olmsted:

No. No. I had no idea. I'm not surprised. As he said when he opened the blog he said he always wanted to have the last word and my god he was going to do so, so he did. 

Hackett:

Andrew Olmsted had written a lengthy message to be posted in the event of his passing. It was led with a quote from his favorite science fiction series, Babylon 5, and this one from Plato–“only the dead have seen the end of war.”  Here is some of what Andrew Olmsted had to say.

Narrated Andrew Olmsted:

I do ask (not that I’m in a position to enforce this) that no one try to use my death to further their political purposes. I went to Iraq and did what I did for my reasons, not yours. My life isn't a chit to be used to bludgeon people to silence on either side. 

Wesley Olmsted:

If you read in his final post the commentary there where he said I hope that two things, one he said we've swung too far going to war too quickly. There were some mixed feelings about doing this. He also said I'm in the army. When the boss says you go, you go. 

Narrated Andrew Olmsted:

A decision that for most of us in America was academic, whether or not to go to war in Iraq had very real consequences for hundreds of thousands of people. Yet I was as guilty as anyone of minimizing those very real consequences in lieu of a cold discussion of theoretical merits of war and peace.  Now, I’m facing some very real consequences of that decision; who says life doesn’t have a sense of humor? 

Montero:

It reminds me -- I don't know if you ever saw the movie Contact with Jodie Foster but when she’s up there looking at all the stuff and she says they shouldn't have sent a scientist they should have sent a poet. We essentially had a writer able to describe his feelings and what he thought about, what was going on over there and how he saw things over there. 

Wesley Olmsted:

I knew the blog was worldwide and a lot of people would see it. 

Hackett:

Accounts of the final post bounced from blog to blog. Andrew Olmsted's final post was reprinted in papers in Australia, South Africa and Germany and here it is in Hungarian. 

Wesley Olmsted:

It is a broader thing than just a single family. He wanted this to be seen by as many people as possible and he's gotten his wish, in a way. There were over half a million hits on it, and that was several months ago. 

Hackett:

Wesley Olmsted has collected printouts of the online comments from the blogs. They fill hundreds of pages in a ring binder. More than 4,000 US troops have died in Iraq since the war began in 2003. 

Wesley Olmsted:

There have been a number of comments from a number of soldiers, people who served with him, some who had just been in Iraq and unilaterally what they're saying is somebody finally has said what I've been thinking for a long time. So, I mean, in the way that Rupert Brook was the poet for the first World War, Andy has become the spokesman for those who have died in Iraq. 

Loew:

You can find a link to Andrew Olmsted's final blog post on our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. Among the many natural wonders in our state is the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. The 1,200 mile hiking trail follows the leading edge of the last glacier that covered Wisconsin more than 10,000 years ago. The trail celebrates its 50th birthday this year and as our gift to you, we plan to take you to some of the highlights found on the trail. We begin with one produced by Joanne Garrett who spent a day with a group of volunteers who are willing to roll up their sleeves and really get their hands dirty all for the love of the trail. 

Joanne Garrett:

What did you get done today? 

Trail Volunteer:

What did we get done today? Mark and Chris, what did we get done today? A mile of trail? A mile of trail. 

Garrett:

Is that a good day? 

Trail Volunteer:

That is an awesome day. And an awesome crew. A lot of go getters out there. They punched out a lot of trail. 

Trail Volunteer:

It's all volunteers that do this. If you look around at all the people, three of them are actually paid staff. Everybody else here is a volunteer. Gave up their weekend, gave up several days to come up and get dirty. 

Volunteer:

Came on Wednesday, worked Thursday, Friday, Saturday. 

Volunteer:

It's beautiful out here and also I like the physical labor. People pay a lot of money to join a gym, you know? Why not get my workout out here. 

Volunteer:

I love being in the outdoors. Listen to the wind blow through the trees. I just love being outdoors. 

Volunteer:

I've been volunteering with the Ice Age Rrail for probably three years. It's a hard juggle between family and work and when I find the times to do it. I got introduced to the trail in high school many years ago. I live near the northern kettle moraine. It’s kind of my escape to hike. There’s something about working right with the earth and creating something.  A lot of times you're hiking a trail it doesn't occur to people how does it get here? When you do one day of work on this you appreciate trails for the rest of your life. [laughter] 

Trail Volunteer:

We can always take our 3:55 break before 4:00 quitting time. 

Volunteer:

There is a lot of camaraderie with a group like this. 

Andrew Handson:

This is called a Pickmatic. The matic side, the pick side. Ancient. Great trail building tool. It goes back to the age of the Romans, building roads. Roman road builder tool here and we aren't slaves. 

Garrett:

Why are you using such an old tool? 

Hanson:

It's really perfect for hand crafting a trail. We're building a national scenic trail here and in order to get it right, you know, bulldozers are not going to cut it or bobcats or anything for constructing trail. We want to hand craft the trail. 

Garrett:

Why, though? 

Hanson:

It's just a pleasure to walk when it's finished. You don't have to spend so much time looking at your feet to see where the trail is. You can enjoy the landscape. People will have a lot of fun and seeing the satisfaction of a beautiful handcrafted trail. People come back for it time and time again. My family, we're here with my wife. We met on the trail. 

Andrew Bent:

Another thing I like to do is train people. So instead of having one person who tries to build the whole Ice Age Trail through the state they teach three people to do it and they teach another five and all of a sudden you have 100 people that know how to build trail. 

Jim Brenner:

The first step is you have a cross bow and you do a back slope line along the trail where you see yellow flags. About a foot over and take the pickmatic and you go in on it to that there line and take all the dirt you got out and you throw that up on top of the hill about 20 or 30 feet from the trail so people don't see it and you make sure your edge on the down slope side has no loose soil on it, make sure it's firm soil and you take your back slope right here you just -- knock it down. It's fairly even with the upslope. See how this here lays kind of flat versus here is up? You don't have that there nice and flat as possible. 

Bent:

I'm here to compliment the workers. This is beautiful. You didn't see the before picture. This was one ugly piece of stumble and now it's great.  This used to come like this and a hiker had to tiptoe along. If the hiker has any weight on their back or else if they have any kind of infirmity which is a bad hip, bad ankle or bad anything it's real easy to slip and fall right off. Have your feet go out from under you. 

Garrett:

What kind of grade would you give your crew? 

Bent:

I'd give them an “A.” 

Hanson:

This was built three years ago and so you see it's healed over and part of the landscape now. People who are working on it come back to these things when they hike them, I worked on that. This will be here for their kids to show to their kids. 

Hanson:

We'll have a pickmatic in her hands in no time. We'll start out with a hazel hoe. 

Kent Wahlberg:

The concepts that I really like about the ice age trail is it really is the people's trail. The people have built this thing. It is not a matter of some government agency or something just came through and did this. Responsibility, yeah. 

Josh DeLaney:

Lots of people building the trail for other people. 

Wahlberg:

It invigorates my soul, I don't know how else to say it. I love it. It just gives -- it invigorates my soul. 

Joe Wenzler:

The stuff that we've built is awesome. The whole concept behind the 1,000 mile foot path is a real good one. We need to look at environmentally if we don't get people out here, environmental issues don't get talked about unless we provide a way for people to get out here easily and that's what we do is to provide an easy, walkable foot path. 

Volunteer:

I would love to see the trail finished in my lifetime. Every little foot we put on the ground we're a foot closer. 

Loew:

The Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation is planning a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the trail on June 7th, which is National Trails Day. The foundation invites everyone in Wisconsin to join a statewide effort to hike the trail. There is more information about the event, which is called the Mammoth Walk at wpt.org/inwisconsin. Now for an update on a story we've been following. You may remember our report about the cougar that was sighted in Rock County near Milton and that DNA test results recently confirmed it was a North American cougar. That indicated it may have been a wild animal rather than an escaped pet that migrated into Wisconsin from South Dakota. This week a cougar was spotted and killed by authorities in Chicago. Could it have been the Milton cougar? More testing will be done and we'll let you know the outcome. Our final report this week also features a wild animal but one that conjures up images of the untamed west with horses running free. It's the Wild Mustang and 60 of them will be in Madison this weekend as part of the Midwest Horse Show. The US Bureau of Land Management is behind the Midwest Mustang Challenge. As Frederica Freyberg reports, the challenge is for trainers to break the mustangs and ready them for show and sale. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Strength and beauty on the open range. Some 30,000 wild mustangs run free on public lands in ten western states. The Bureau of Land Management protects the horses under federal law. To ensure herd health and the health of the land the horses populate the government removes excess mustangs every year making them available for adoption. Mustangs like this 3-year-old chestnut mare delivered from the rangeland of Nevada to the farmland of Wisconsin, delivered into the hands of horse trainer Tracy Porter. Her challenge is to break the wild mustang, show it, and auction it off to the highest bidder for charity. At the time we visited Porter at her farm, she had been working with the wild mustang for 29 days. 

Tracy Porter:

Stretch. Yeah. And stretch. 

Freyberg:

This horse just doesn't look like a wild horse right now. 

Porter:

That's my goal. 

Freyberg:

But to get to this point, Porter has spent up to eight hours each day working with the mustang and the work of breaking this wild horse started out super slow. 

Porter:

When it came time to touching here I didn't touch when her from in the pen, but from outside the pen. She is doing very nice now. She's very touchy about her ears and she has little teeth coming in. 

Freyberg:

Slow, yes, but also firm and mindful. 

Porter:

Horses learn through consistency and repetition. 

Freyberg:

Porter documented her first days with the mustang on videotape. The horse learning everything it knows about humans and their human tricks from this long-time trainer. Though Porter started slow she was saddled up riding the mustang within days. Now a month into the training the mustang looks ready for the show ring but Porter not only takes the horse through its riding paces she also helps it learn about everyday hazards that could cause a spook. So the mustang clomps through baby pools, over crunchy tarps and in and around waving flags all without batting an eye. 

Porter:

Easy, easy, easy, good. 

Freyberg:

This horse is one of 60 that will take part in the Midwest Mustang Challenge, their trainers showcasing the work they put in on these wild mustangs. In all, trainers have 100 days from the date of delivery to be show ready and Porter's mustang is becoming quite the show horse. 

Porter:

Oh, you are such a superstar. 

Freyberg:

But just as her mustang rides through fire and ice, Porter is hot and cold over her challenge to break this mustang just to have it auctioned off to another owner. 

Porter:

The horse then believes in me and then I one day walk out of their life and they go where did she go? And I really -- that pains me in my heart more than anything. 

Freyberg:

Pains her to the point of tears. 

Porter:

She's like a child. She's something that I've nurtured along the way. Good girl. Very, very good. 

Freyberg:

You are obviously really attached to this horse now. 

Porter:

Uh-huh. 

Freyberg:

How are you going to give it up? 

Porter:

I'm not. 

Freyberg:

You're keeping this horse. 

Porter:

I somehow will keep it. 

Freyberg:

She's trying to raise money to buy the mustang at auction for herself but knows this horse could go for a lot. A horse she still hasn't been able to give a name. 

Porter:

I have a hard time naming something that I don't know that I can necessarily keep. 

Freyberg:

And so until show time, Porter continues to train and teach and prepare this wild mustang for whatever lies ahead now that its days on the open range have given way to a tamer way of life. 

Loew:

We're told many of the trainers expect to have a hard time parting with their mustangs. The Midwest Mustang Challenge happens April 18th as part of the Midwest Horse Fair in Madison. Following the show, people will be allowed to adopt one of the mustangs by making the highest bid. At last year's event in Texas, one mustang sold for $50,000. Proceeds go to charity including hospice care, we'll tell you next week how Tracy Porter and her horse do in the Mustang Challenge and whether or not she is able to adopt the horse. That's our program for this week. We leave you with a trip to Pepin County for a walk along beautiful Arkansaw Creek, for "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
