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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week meet one of Wisconsin's greatest champions of the environment, discover how breaking news about the Great Lakes Compact could affect water-poor Waukesha and get the scoop on how this small business owner reached the road to sweet success. It's all ahead "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

In the early 1900s, the timber barons cleared virtually all the trees from northern Wisconsin. It was called the big cut-over. Nearly 100 years and a great deal of effort later, much of that forested landscape has been replanted. Producer Fred Fleming introduces us to a man who has been instrumental in helping to bring back the great northwoods from the ground up. 

Jim Fleming:

Martin Hanson of Mellen, Wisconsin, doesn't often drive through these woods. Woods he helped restore from the early years of clear-cutting. 

Martin Hanson:

Hope I'm on the road. 

Fleming:

You know what year this one was made, Martin? 

Hanson:

1962. Good thing this thing has brakes. 

Fleming:

Now in his ninth decade, Hanson takes conservation issues very seriously but never passes up a chance to joke around. 

Hanson:

I've always found where there's a will there are relatives. 

Fleming:

As one of Wisconsin's most active conservationists he's sponsored many complex initiatives. Still, he's apt to describe himself with a single word. 

Hanson:

Troublemaker. Some people called me that. What the heck. I'm not ashamed of that. 

Fleming:

The people he makes trouble for are those who may not agree with him about nature and wildlife conservation. 

Orrin Rongstad:

He just seems to get involved in any conservation issue and then really works. 

Fleming:

Hanson was born in Chicago in 1927. In the years before the depression, his family looked for vacation property in northern Wisconsin. In Ashland County they found remote and rugged land with granite outcroppings near the great divide of Wisconsin's watershed. 

Hanson:

My father bought the place in 1926.  It was 1240 acres. It was cut and burned over and basically had no trees. My mother looked at it and said he lost his mind. He bought it for $3 an acre and paid $2 an acre too much. No trees to speak of. That's the way the timber barons left it. 

Fleming:

For the extended Hanson family, the rail and road trips to the north country meant summers with plenty of outdoor recreation and contact with wildlife.

Hanson:

As a kid I spent all my time up here in the summers.

Fleming:

For Martin Hanson it was an idyllic, if not privileged, retreat. 

Rongstad:

Martin's father owned a furniture business in Chicago. At the time he inherited it I think he quit work and invested his money and very wisely. 

Rongstad:

He's always lived frugally. He doesn't buy fancy clothes and he doesn't spend much. He's very knowledgeable. 

Fleming:

Hanson's love of nature and conservation principles are deep rooted. He got early lessons in the value of land management as the trees planted by his family matured to help reforest their property. 

Hanson:

My brother, Louie and I, our chore every day was to haul a bucket of water to each tree. We had a lot of work to do. 

Fleming:

His exposure to hunting and fishing also began in those years before World War II.

Hanson:

That's where I caught my first Musky, 36 inches long. 

Fleming:

How old were you? 

Hanson:

12 or 13. 

Hanson:

I started out with a rifle and hunted deer and then World War II, I enlisted in the Navy. I never finished high school. My congressman Dave Obey said whoever gave me the good conduct medal made a heck of a mistake. 

Fleming:

After the second World War Hanson spent more and more time at the family property. His curiosity and knowledge about wildlife continuing to grow as diverse species came back to the reborn forests. 

Hanson:

I looked up in the tree and there is this lynx looking at me.  That was  about 1950. He sat on the limb for maybe five minutes. 

Fleming:

As a member of the Adventurers Club of Chicago, he traveled extensively both to observe wildlife and hunt big game. 

Hanson:

I took up the challenge of a bow and arrow. Went to Alaska got a brown bear, a grizzly bear. 

Fleming:

Eventually his enthusiasm led to making films about bow hunting to show hunters in various organizations back home. 

Hanson:

Here is the chance and I had my shot. Well, I started out taking pictures with a 16 millimeter movie camera years ago up in Alaska and here. 

Fleming:

For several years Hanson held bow hunting records for game taken while making his movies. 

Hanson:

We estimated the weight to be about 500 pounds. 

Fleming:

One of his movies documented a hunt of an entirely different nature. 

Rongstad:

Martin and his brother went to Alaska and captured Dall Sheep kids, little ones. 

Hanson:

Louis always fed the youngest rams first. One of the things that we had to be careful of was not to overfeed the shape. 

Rongstad:

They took these to the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago. Flew them back from Alaska, they did that with their own money. 

Fleming:

A few years later Hanson had a change of heart about hunting of any kind and gave it up entirely in the 1960s. 

Rongstad:

He shot a big buck and thought what in the world did I do that for? 

Hanson:

I said to myself I didn't want the horns, I didn't want the hide and I don't care for venison, so why did I shoot it? I can't ever see it again. Then I started taking pictures of them and have taken video ever since. 

Fleming:

Though the cabins at Beaver Dam Lake were never winterized, Hanson began living there year round in 1961. 

Hanson:

I like the woods, I live in the woods. The easiest decision I ever made was to live here. It's a lot nicer now than it was when I first came up here. I spent quite a bit of time up here off and on. I was a professor in the Wildlife Ecology Department. Aldo Leopold was the original chairman of the Wildlife Department. When I got to know Martin I would haul a bus load of students up here and Martin is knowledgeable about the wildlife, vegetation and everything. If there was a policy the Forest Service had that he didn't like, boy, he would just organize a big meeting. 

Fleming:

In one project Hanson teamed up with Orrin Rongstad and others to capture wild elk and reintroduce them into Wisconsin where they had been absent for over 100 years. 

Rongstad:

He always tried to stay in the background. He didn't like to be in the forefront of any of these. 

Rongstad:

Tell us, Martin, some of the things you've been involved in. 

Hanson:

I'm not going to get on that kick. 

Rongstad:

You can briefly go through them. The Apostle Islands. 

Hanson:

I know Orrin Rongstad, that's all I need to know. 

Rongstad:

The Apostle Islands, he was really instrumental in getting those. 

Fleming:

When Gaylord Nelson became Wisconsin's Governor and Senator in 1961, Hanson found a true friend and like-minded advocate to help bring the Apostle Islands under federal protection. 

Hanson:

Gaylord had a very disarming way of speaking and he started talking about values that people care about, the places they live. 

Fleming:

Hanson helped make a film that Senator Nelson used to gain support. 

Gaylord Nelson:

Up here in this beautiful part of Lake Superior in Wisconsin are the Apostle Islands. 

Fleming:

In 1963 Senator Nelson convinced President Kennedy to go on an 11-state conservation tour. 

Nelson:

I persuaded him when he landed in Duluth that we should take some Army helicopters and fly over the Apostle Islands. 

Hanson:

On that tour Gaylord had me as a tour director. We looked at the islands and came over the sand beaches and cliffs. There is no group of islands or archipelago like it. One of the better sailing areas of all the Great Lakes. I mentioned that, I got this big Kennedy smile. 

Fleming:

Sadly, Martin Hanson's helicopter flight with the President came just two months before the assassination in Dallas. But eventually Gaylord Nelson sent Martin Hanson's dream was realized with the 1970 law that created the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. By then, Hanson had moved out of the old family cabins and into a new house that brought him even closer to the natural world around him. 

Hanson:

When I built this house, the idea was to view wildlife principally and I put all these windows in and I didn't think I would ever live in a glass house but here I am. 

Fleming:

Hanson and his siblings have donated most of their adjacent land to the University of Wisconsin in 1970. Recently that area of more than 1,000 acres was sold to the US Forest Service, preventing any new threats to the woods and wildlife. 

Fleming:

All in all, a far cry from the leftovers of the timber barons. 

Hanson:

I enhanced it by planting some pine trees and cover for wildlife so I have a mixed forest and that is what your wildlife likes. Over the years I've shot probably 1,000 videotapes. I take pictures from my house here and I have several different blinds. I have some blinds where I'll sit all day to get pictures. Because you never know when you're going to get the one you want. I spent nine days all day long by a beaver pond and got them putting down trees, different species, hauling the brush to their winter food supply, fixing up their house for winter and you get a multitude of species here. So that's what I enjoy. 

Fleming:

Hanson's patient camera work has documented wildlife behavior in all the seasons and includes bears of all sizes, foxes, deer, eagles, vultures, cranes, merganser ducks, otters, wolves, elk, bobcats playing with a hapless mouse and an actual Wisconsin badger. 

Hanson:

I would edit the videos and make copies and give it to friends and people that visit me and people I know. I've probably given away over 300 of them. 

Fleming:

One of the biggest fans of Hanson's videos was his good friend, Gaylord Nelson. He especially liked Nelson's rare footage of two cranes facing down an eagle. 

Hanson:

Writing the script and being accurate of what you say about a species is very important. There is a cycle to all living things and how they interrelate with one another. 

Fleming:

Like Aldo Leopold, Hanson has been a keen observer of the cycles of wildlife with the extra advantage that he lives in the woods year round. In the woods he helped revive and conserve so well since his family first came here more than 80 years ago. 

Loew:

That was the voice of Wisconsin Public Radio's Jim Fleming that you heard in that report. More of Martin Hanson's rare video footage will appear as part of an upcoming series of reports we're preparing about wolves in our state. 

Loew:

It was announced today that the Wisconsin Legislature may finally ratify the Great Lakes Compact. The Compact would govern future water use and was approved more than two years ago by the Governors of the Great Lakes states. However, the legislatures in those states must also ratify the agreement. In Wisconsin, that process has been stalled until now. Governor Jim Doyle has called a special session of the legislature to vote next week. News of the Compact is being closely monitored by many water hungry cities across the country including one right here in Wisconsin as Art Hackett reports. 

Art Hackett:

Waukesha draws its water from deep sandstone wells. 

Randy Dehn:

This one is pumping at about 800 gallons a minute. We produce 1 million gallons of day of compliant water out of this well here. 

Hackett:

When Randy Dehn talks about compliant water he means water that meets the Environmental Protection Agency standards. Some of Waukesha's wells are not compliant. They exceed the EPA standards for the cancer causing element radium. Waukesha needs a new water source. 

Dan Duchniak:

There will be challenges and hurdles to overcome along the way. Which one of these options is most attractive to us I believe is the Great Lakes option. 

Hackett:

But as for now, Lake Michigan water is legally out of reach. Under a compact signed by Great Lakes Governors and Premieres in 1985, diverting Great Lakes water to Waukesha would require approval of all Great Lakes states and provinces. That's not likely to happen. Waukesha's water supply hinges on inter-governmental agreements because the city lies just west of a ridge near the border between Waukesha and Milwaukee counties. It appears as a long uphill grade to people driving along the interstate towards Lake Michigan. It's called the sub-continental surface divide. 

Duchniak:

Basically, if you throw a pail of water on the surface if it flows to the east and goes into Lake Michigan it would be a tributary to the Great Lakes. 

Hackett:

Under the Compact, Great Lakes water belongs to those east of that divide. Waukesha lies to the west of the divide. But Waukesha argues there is a second divide, the groundwater divide. The groundwater divide lies near the Waukesha/Jefferson county line. Waukesha is between that divide and Lake Michigan. 

Hackett:

The existence of the groundwater divide is why Waukesha is eyeing an updated version of the Compact signed in 2005 and pending ratification by legislators. The updated Compact says the waters of the Great Lakes include all tributary groundwater and Waukesha contends it is already using tributary groundwater. Waukesha's wells tap an aquifer that lies beneath a water resistant layer of shale that slopes eastward from the groundwater divide and continues under Lake Michigan. 

Duchniak:

That water in the deep aquifer travels east toward the Great Lakes. The water we're using in the deep aquifer actually recharges the Great Lakes. 

Hackett:

Under this theory, if Waukesha stops pumping, groundwater levels will rise, Waukesha argues Lake Michigan will benefit. The US Geological Survey and the Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey built a computer model of southeastern Wisconsin's groundwater flows. 

Daniel Feinstein:

The water that is actually coming out of the wells at this moment is water that was on its way very, very slowly, toward Lake Michigan and would have gone to Lake Michigan in several thousand years. 

Hackett:

Hydro-geologist Daniel Feinstein says if Waukesha stops pumping groundwater levels will rise but Lake Michigan won't see a measurable benefit. He adds that Lake Michigan would survive a diversion to Waukesha without noticeable effects. 

Feinstein:

That by itself would have virtually no effect on the lake. We wouldn't be able to detect a change in lake level or anything like that. 

Hackett:

But the issue isn't just what Waukesha does. It's what other communities might want to do if Waukesha is allowed a diversion. Peter McAvoy represented Wisconsin on the Great Lakes Task Force at the time the original Compact was signed in 1985. 

Peter McAvoy:

If you look at current use, we could easily be up to a couple hundred million gallons a day of diversion for other communities like Waukesha. The problem is, that we haven't even thought about Delafield or Sussex or other communities further west of them that will be under increasing pressures. 

Larry Nelson:

Most of the other communities that they're worried about especially far away communities wouldn't be eligible to even apply. 

Hackett:

Under the updated compact, Waukesha could withdraw water if they returned it after use to the Great Lakes watershed. But returning the water would be complicated even for Waukesha. You can't just build a pipeline back to the lake. 

Duchniak:

If we were to be required to do that we're talking about hundreds of millions of dollars. In order to get under the City of Milwaukee we would have to be at depths around where the deep tunnel is. 

Hackett:

But Duchniak says there is another way. 

Duchniak:

We've been working with the Department of Natural Resources to identify potential areas where we could take that back to a tributary that would go back to the Great Lakes. 

Hackett:

Such as the Root River. The Root starts near the border between Waukesha and Milwaukee counties and enters Lake Michigan toward the southeast at Racine. 

Peter McAvoy:

What is it going to do to that river and its ecosystem? So people are trying to engineer this stuff without fully considering, I think, getting back to these options what are your other options? So you could blend, reuse, recycle, you could have a combination of strategies and never get into that situation. 

Jim Doyle:

These agreements will protect our Great Lakes from the threats of diversions out of this basin. 

Hackett:

While the compact provides protection against some diversions it also allows for exceptions. Waukesha, because of its location and the potential to return waste water, may be one of those exceptions. 

Loew:

According to Governor Doyle's office, the states and provinces of Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, New York, Ontario and Quebec have already ratified the compact. Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania have yet to sign off. 

Loew:

Our final report poses this question. Would you be willing to leave a good, stable job, chuck it all, and go into business for yourself? Producer Laurie Gorman introduces us to a woman who did just that. Sue Sebion is one of a growing number of people in Wisconsin who have taken on the risky venture of running a small business. And as you'll see, Sebion faced many challenges. 

Laurie Gorman:

You wear a lot of hats when you're an entrepreneur. One day you might find yourself fixing the machines, the next stacking the shelves. 

Sue Sebion:

Can I interest you in some ice cream? Homemade ice cream?

Gorman:

Or even public relations. 

Sebion:

Yes, that's me? 

Customer:

That's you? That's cute. 

Gorman:

Because when your name is on the label. 

Sebion:

You just never quit. 

Gorman:

Meet Sue Sebion, aka Sibby, organic ice cream entrepreneur and the fifth generation of her family to make a living off this Vernon County farm near Viroqua. 

Sebion:

This land was homesteaded in 1856 when my family came from Norway. In 1989 I bought the farm and started putting the whole thing back together. That's when I started thinking that I wanted to put it into production. I didn't know what. I looked at mint farming, baby milking cows, tobacco farming. Something to start cash flowing it. Organic ice cream just found me. It found me. 

Gorman:

It did indeed find her. In just six years Sebion has gone from a passion for having a once-again productive farm to creating and marketing a product. But it didn't happen overnight. Just getting to the first batch of ice cream entailed enrolling in an entrepreneurial course, finding the right recipe and leasing space from a local dairy. 

Sebion:

I started out with a 300 gallon mix of ice cream. Ordered plain white carton pint containers like you would see in other ice cream companies on the shelf. We got together and made our first batch of Sibby's. 

Gorman:

With that first batch she joined the growing ranks of entrepreneurs. In Wisconsin alone there are half a million small business owners. 

Jan Gallagher:

Many of our Wisconsin households are involved in small business. We did a survey and found that at least half of the people surveyed are in business, are thinking about business or have been in business. It's phenomenal. It's very, very common. The problem is, it's not that easy. It's much harder than it looks and four out of five people are no longer in business five years after they start. 

Gorman:

With odds like these, getting an organic ice cream business started from scratch would seem a bit of a long shot. 

Sebion:

After we got done with Viroqua Dairy, making the first batch of ice cream, we put it in their freezer. Now I needed to try to sell this. So the pickup that you see up at the plant up there I put a little freezer in the back, plugged it into a generator, took it to Madison with 200 pints of ice cream. I didn't know how it worked so I came home with 192 pints of ice cream. 

Gorman:

Not knowing how it worked didn't stop her. Neither did the all consuming nature of getting a business off the ground. For instance, just how many samples of ice cream has she scooped? 

Sebion:

Thousands

Sebion:

Would you like to try some of my homemade ice cream? 

Customer:

Yes. 

Sebion:

Thousands.  Ice cream? It's probably over 10,000. 

Sebion:

This is where you feel stupid. Probably 20,000 over the last six years. Every weekend, every waking moment I had. This is what I did to sell ice cream. 

Sebion:

Can you say Sibby's? Thank you. 

Gallagher:

And to make sure it was going to sell for the stores once they put enough faith in me to use their freezers to sell it. It takes tremendous persistence and tenacity to be able to handle the ups and downs, the surprises, the unexpected challenges, they're everywhere. The willingness to risk is the greatest challenge. 

Gorman:

Willingness to risk has been a part of the Sibby's story from day one. Even with her product on store shelves, obstacles continued to surface. The dairy Sebion was using to create her ice cream went out of business. Faced with few options she took a leap of faith and built an ice cream manufacturing plant on her own farm. 

Sebion:

My grandparents gave up everything they had to come from Norway to here to farm and so he farmed it, made a living off of it, you know, made it so that I'm here to hopefully not disappoint him. I don't know, I just felt really connected and just passionate about doing something. I didn't know it was going to be ice cream, but ice cream is cool. 

Loew:

You may remember that when we originally aired that report we told you that Sue Sebion's business had been almost destroyed by a devastating flood last fall. She now tells us that she's cleaned up the mess caused by the flood and her plant is running smoothly again. If you're intrigued by the idea of starting a small business like Sue Sebion did, go to our website to find out more information about programs offered by the UW. The address is wpt.org/inwisconsin. Once there you can also watch streaming video of our reports including a report we had hoped to bring you this week about a dog trained to search for forensic evidence. We had to postpone airing that due to the breaking news about the Great Lakes Compact but we promise to air it soon in another episode. In the meantime you watch it on our website. Thanks for joining us this week. We leave you with a fun look at a very busy backyard bird bath. Enjoy. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

