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Transcript For: "In Wisconsin" 

Original Air Date: Thursday, February 07, 2008   

Kathy Bissen:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Kathy Bissen in for Patty Loew. This week we'll show you how these skiers are making tracks today in hopes of gliding toward a gold medal in 2014.  We’ll discover why it's especially difficult for African-Americans to map their family trees, and we’ll explain how the candidate choice you make in the primary election will affect the issues that matter most to you. We'll also head to Door County for a wintertime hike through one of our beautiful state parks "In Wisconsin." 

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

Bissen:

Super Tuesday is now behind us and in less than two weeks, on February 19th, Wisconsin will have its day in the presidential primary sun. Leading up to that day we'll examine what the candidates have to say about a series of issues important to Wisconsin citizens. This week we'll focus on the economy and the environment with reports from Frederica Freyberg and Liz 

Koerner, but first Art Hackett brings us a background report on how Wisconsin's primary works and what it could mean to the candidates still in the race. Art will also explain how your vote will determine how Wisconsin's delegates are awarded. 

Art Hackett:

Super Duper Tuesday was all about delegates. Delegates are the people who cast votes at each party's nominating convention in late summer. To win the presidential nomination, the democrat has to win 2,025 delegates, the republican has to win 1,191. When the confetti settled Tuesday, Hillary Clinton and Barak Obama were nearly equally distant from their magic number. Among Republicans, John McCain needs fewer delegates to win than his closest remaining challenger Mike Huckabee. On Thursday, Mitt Romney dropped out of the race.  Six states and the District of Columbia will vote or caucus before our state primary February 19th. But if none of the presidential hopefuls have locked things up by the time they reach the Badger State, Wisconsin, with its yield of 92 democratic delegates and 40 republican delegates, just could be the place where the candidates are playing for all the marbles. Wisconsin's primary is attractive to candidates for several reasons. Voters can register at the polls. This would benefit a candidate seeking to take advantage of a late surge of support.  And it’s an open primary. This would help a candidate with an appeal to independent voters or crossovers from the other party. You know how CNN has their video wall? We have the video floor. We're going to use it and these marbles to show how the delegates will be divided up. Starting with the democrats, Wisconsin has a total of 92 delegates to the national convention. 26 of those are split proportionately based on the statewide vote. Any candidate getting at least 15% of the vote gets at least handful of delegates but most democratic delegates 48 to be exact, are split at the congressional district level. So, a candidate who did poorly statewide but won big in a couple of districts could even the score. The republicans have fewer delegates, 40, and operate on a winner take all basis. So, the winner of the statewide republican primary gets all 13 at-large delegates. The winner of a congressional district gets all three district delegates. If you're playing along at home you know there are some marbles leftover. That would be 18 for the democrats and three for the republicans. They represent the votes of party leaders who can choose whomever they want. They could even choose republican Ron Paul or democrat Mike Gravel who are still in the race and on the Wisconsin ballot. But who takes most of the marbles will depend on who you, the voters choose February 19th. 

Frederica Freyberg:

The economy is now the big issue in the presidential race. Because if it's not exactly in a free-fall, it's softening at best. And nowhere softer perhaps than in the housing market. 

Dick Wasserburger:

We laid about half of our staff off, yes. Probably the hardest thing I've ever done as the owner of a company but it has to be done. 

Freyberg:

Dick Wasserburger owns a home building company in Middleton. He thinks the residential construction business in Wisconsin has hit bottom. According to the National Association of Home Builders, the number of new houses built in Wisconsin in 2007 was down about 25% from the year before. Which was already down. That leaves not just builders but everyone who supplies them looking at losses. 

Wasserburger:

The market is very soft due to the low interest loans that were put out there and too many houses back on the market. 

Freyberg:

Sheriff's foreclosure sales are busy across Wisconsin. According to state numbers, home foreclosures are up 70% since 2005. The State Economists do point to particular strengths in Wisconsin's economy that help offset the downturn in the housing sector like good farm prices and export markets. But they acknowledge that consumer spending is off and job growth has slowed. 

Dennis Winters:

I think it’s a combination of things.  It’s the housing sector and what that has done to credit and what it has done to cash flows if you're on an adjustable mortgage and tightening up credit for those that want to buy homes now and also higher gasoline prices affecting– directly affecting day-to-day on the amount of money that you have. 

Freyberg:

Consumer spending accounts for 70% of the economy. So, plans out of Washington to jump start the economy include putting money in people's pockets. Republican candidate John McCain says he supports an economic stimulus plan that includes tax rebates.  He also wants tax cuts. Republican candidate Mike Huckabee questions direct rebates calling for infrastructure building as a way to put people to work. He would also eliminate the income tax in favor of a fair tax based on wealth. Republican candidate Ron Paul favors one-time rebates and calls for deep tax cuts. Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton supports tax rebates and an emergency housing fund. Democratic candidate Barack Obama supports the rebate package and would additionally give a bonus to retirees. Democratic candidate Mike Gravel is silent on any economic stimulus plan but would eliminate the IRS and the income tax, replacing it with a national sales tax. Home builders, home sellers, homeowners and just about anyone in between just hope to be able to ride out this market downturn. But many of them wouldn't mind any help they can get from the top. 

Liz Koerner:

This is Liz Koerner reporting from Fort Atkinson. Last year Dan and Jane Fary built their dream home. A big part of their dream revolved around renewable energy. They installed solar electric panels on one side of the roof and panels that heat water on the other side. And even though there is no sunlight on this day and snow on the solar panels, their home is plenty warm.  That’s because they also installed a geothermal system that sends heat up through the floor. 

Jane Fary:

We like geothermal heat because it's very gentle, and you don't have any blasts of hot or cold air from the air conditioning or the heating. 

Koerner:

It's called a net zero energy home. That means that over the course of a year, they create as much energy as they use. When they flip on a light switch or turn on the hot water tap on most days they can count on using renewable energy. It all flows through a myriad of connections and conversions in a small room in their basement. Even though this home costs about 19% more to build than a conventional home, Dan Fary says they chose this course because they have some serious concerns. 

Dan Fary:

We are very concerned about global warming and we would like to do as much as we can for our own part to see that stopped. 

Koerner:

Some of the costs were covered by a cash back program offered by “focus on energy,” an initiative funded primarily by Wisconsin Utilities. Kathy Kuntz with “focus on energy” says that while Wisconsin citizens are buying more energy efficient appliances, it isn't enough to offset an overall increase in demand. 

Kathy Kuntz:

Homes are 22% more efficient than they were two decades ago and 23% larger. So what we gain in efficiency in some cases we're losing in other ways. 

Koerner:

Kuntz says the state is working to address energy use and how it effects global warming but the federal government needs to play a stronger role with leadership from the President. 

Kuntz:

We need the leadership who says this is real, it matters, it is going to be part of how we thrive in the next century and we need to get there. 

Koerner:

These are some of the energy initiatives offered by the presidential candidates. Democrat Hillary Clinton says she'll reduce greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 2050. Democrat Mike Gravel says he'll tax carbon at the source and cap carbon emissions and democrat Barak Obama also plans to reduce carbon emissions 80% by 2050.  Republican candidate Mike Huckabee says he will achieve energy independence by the end of the second term.  Republican John McCain will limit carbon emissions. Republican Ron Paul plans to repeal regulations that impede the development of new energy sources. Meanwhile, in Fort Atkinson, Jane Fary hopes the nation’s next president takes global warming seriously. 

Jane Fary:

I think it's very  important for our next president to realize that it is a serious problem. 

Bissen:

We've posted links on the Wisconsin Vote website where you can read through all the initiatives the candidates have offered up on the environment and economy. You can find the website by logging onto the address on your screen, wisconsinvote.org. Next week we'll bring you reports on the education, agriculture and healthcare initiatives put forth by the candidates. And you can watch streaming video of all of our presidential primary reports on the Wisconsin Vote website. 

Bissen:

This week a new series called “African-American Lives 2" premiered on PBS. The series traces the family history of prominent black Americans including Tina Turner and Morgan Freeman. More broadly it confronts the difficulties African-Americans with southern roots have in doing genealogy because of our country’s history of slavery and segregation, there simply aren’t written ancestry records for many African-Americans. The kinds of records you need for genealogy. Reporter Andy Soth introduces us to a Wisconsin woman who has been inspired to trace her roots and, in turn, has inspired her friends. 

Andy Soth:

Kay Simmons has spent years working on her family history. 

Kay Simmons:

I’ve always been interested in family stories and things that happen in the family.  This is a picture of my mom when she was in her early 20s. 

Soth:

Her genealogical research has added another dimension to these family photos. 

Simmons:

It gives you lotsmore information and just kind of flushes it out for you. Parents tend to shelter and protect children a lot so they don't always tell you everything. One of the things that we found out, I have an uncle, we called him Uncle Babe. When he was 14 or 15 he had been climbing over a fence to get into a high school football game and the police -- off duty policeman had shot him and he had been seriously injured and there was ultimately a suit brought by the NAACP and the whole bit. Some of the people in the community got really upset and the KKK came to the house where they lived and burned a cross. 

Soth:

This didn't happen in the deep south but in southern Wisconsin. It's forgotten today but the Klan was active in Wisconsin in the 20s and early 30s. 

Simmons:

My uncle who is still alive and here says “oh yeah, I kind of remember it.” But people, they don't think of it as being really important information that you should relay to other people. 

Soth:

Thanks to Simmons’ research through old newspapers and family stories it can be relayed to the next generation. 

Simmons:

It hasn't been that long ago. It happened. Yeah. 

Soth:

America's sad legacy of institutional racism makes it difficult yet today for African-Americans like Simmons to trace their roots. 

Simmons:

The thing that's been really troubling for me is that I cannot get past the 1870 Census. 

Soth:

African-Americans who lived under slavery weren't counted in federal censuses until 1870 and other records genealogists rely on for their research can be harder for African-Americans to track down. 

Lori Bessler:

Segregation affected the records. Even with vital records you have them in separate volumes, even in different offices. 

Soth:

Lori Bessler is an outreach coordinator for the Wisconsin Historical Society. Simmons recruited her to put on a workshop for other African-Americans interested in tracing their roots. 

Bessler:

When you do genealogical research, you want to keep high standards of research.  That makes your family history more successful. 

Soth:

The Wisconsin Historical Society library is one of the top genealogical research sites in the country and its special collections can be particularly useful to African-Americans. 

Bessler:

We have anything from general guides to Tony Burrough’s book Black Roots which is a great resource, especially for beginners to use to African American Newspapers and Periodicals-A National Bibliography that helps people find the special newspapers that have to do with an African-American audience. For a lot of those, we end up owning a lot of the newspapers that are listed in this bibliography and so there is a lot wider scope to their communities than you see in the more mainstream white newspapers. 

Soth:

For those who want the try to break that 1870 Census barrier, they even have records from many southern plantations. 

Bessler:

This is a collection that we have, the Antebellum Plantation records. This page specifically is from a plantation just inside Georgia at Butler Island from 1838. This is a hospital list showing the names of the slaves, which plantation they're associated with and the disease that they're suffering. 

Soth:

Kay Simmons is happy to see increased interest in African-American genealogy. In fact, she's trying to inspire it. 

Simmons:

Could you do an ancestry search for someone who has not begun? 

Bessler:

Sure. Someone think about what you're looking for. 

Workshop Participant:

Robert Chastine, 1876 to 1965. 

Bissen:

This is the World War I Draft Registrations. When you’re dealing with that time period, it's always a wonderful resource to go to.

Participant:

That's it. So exciting, yes. 

Bessler:

That is good. That's why we do it. Isn’t it? It's exciting. 

Bissen:

You can find information about the Wisconsin Historical Society's African-American Genealogy Workshop on our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin. You can also find information about the next air date of the PBS series “African-American Lives 2".  In just a few short weeks, the 35th running of the American Birkebeiner Cross- Country Ski Race takes place. The event draws skiers from around the world to the tiny Sawyer County community of Hayward. For some of the local competitors the race is but a warm-up. They're shooting for the Olympics. The next Winter Olympics won't be until 2010 in Vancouver, British Columbia but Art Hackett found Olympic hopefuls training in Hayward full-time even though they might not make the team until the Olympics after next, that would be in 2014 or beyond. 

Art Hackett:

For athletes in most Wisconsin schools winter means basketball. Not in Hayward. 

Diane Tremblay:

There was not one of you who didn't put your all into yesterday. I want you guys to know that. 

Hackett:

In Hayward, home of the Birkebeiner, middle school coach Diane Tremblay congratulates her teams performance in a cross-country ski race. Nearly 50 middle and high school students have gathered for practice at a Sawyer County park. Hayward is where skiers start young. 

Tremblay:

Probably as young as three. 

Hackett:

They're called “Nordic Kids.” 

Suzanne Vortanz:

It's fun. It’s fun to do with your friends and requires a lot of physical activity.

Hackett:

Cross-country skiing is growing at the high school level. Hayward's high school coach, Bill Pierce, says more than 20 Wisconsin schools have teams. Around 400 students competed in the 2006 State Championships. Matt and Suzanne ski well past dusk on the lighted trails but they've already logged many kilometers this day as members of a junior development team set up in 2000 to create a pipeline to higher levels of the sport.

Bill Pierce:

The kids especially when they get in at nordic kids level and middle school, high school they have the idea, they know they can stay in that pipeline and have progression through it every year and know that there is, you know, a goal at the end and that they're not going to  have to step off the ladder somewhere. 

Pierce:

Two things I want you to think about, hang arm, I want it here like you're making a phone call up high and you crunch on it. 

Hackett:

The junior development program is intended for students like Suzanne Vortanz and Pierce’s son Matt who have goals beyond high school. The junior program is run by the Central Cross-Country Ski Association. 

Pierce:

In the junior program and at some level of high school the idea is to prepare them for the next step in racing and for them mostly it's NCAA level. 

Hackett:

One of the ski association's co-founders says other winter sports have long had programs such as this. 

Scott Wilson:

The better organized that they are, the more of that pyramid or pipeline of development that they have, we've been a little weak on that in the United States for cross-country skiing. 

Hackett:

In 2006, the association stretched the pipeline a little farther. They created an elite team for skiers who have graduated from college level programs. Kristina Owen and Andre Watt are among its newer members. Watt, who is from Duluth says dreaming of the Olympics runs in the family. His father skied at Grenoble in 1968. 

Andrew Watt:

For me it always kind of there because my dad was in the Olympics in ski jumping. I grew up with it around the house and, you know, had those ambitions. Probably wasn't until later in high school where I really started training and focusing on those kind of things. 

Hackett:

Washington State native Kristina Owen, on the other hand, went to Michigan Tech expecting to come out as a Mechanical Engineer. 

Kristina Owen:

I would always think you know this is really fun and I don't think I really want to have a desk job. I might as well see how far I can take this. 

Brian Fish:

Kristina, this is one thing you've done between Yellowstone and Soldier Hollow, just a huge improvement on. That's true weight transferring. 

Hackett:

Brian Fish is the former coach at UW-Green Bay. He now is full-time coach for the Hayward-based elite team. 

Fish:

Instead of thinking about keeping your body centered and having your skis do the transferring, think about getting your hip. 

Hackett:

The elite team was founded to fill a gap. 

Wilson:

The gap was that skiers would go through high school, they would -- the better skiers would continue to ski in college and then when they graduated from college, there wasn't a support network that allowed them to be full-time skiers. Some of them have part-time jobs they're able to make enough money for their personal expenses but we cover all the racing expenses and training expenses. 

Owen:

It's everything. I would have to have an engineering job and sit at a desk all day and try and train after work if it wasn’t for CIC.

Fish:

It's really a full-time commitment in essence. As far as training hours they're doing 550 to 800 hours of training. 

Hackett:

That would be in a year. 

Fish:

That just means the on time. There is also the recovery restoration and all the travel that is entailed. So what we do with our athletes is we have every two weeks of every month in the off-season we have camps together. In the summer there is a lot of running, a lot of strength training in the weight room. Stuff outside. A lot of Roller-skiing. We probably Roller-ski more than we ski on snow almost. Six months, seven months in the summer and a lot of days on the roller-skis. 

Wilson:

We expect to have athletes on the US Ski Team. Our goal isn't just to place athletes on the US Ski Team but create podium opportunities for these athletes.

Hackett:

By podium opportunity, he means medaling at the Olympics. 

Wilson:

2010 was our first target, and then 2014 after that.

Hackett:

What are your target dates for making the Olympic team?

Watt:

Kind of hoping this weekend would be fast racing--as long as there is consistent development. I have plenty of years to go. 

Owen:

Typically when you're 20, 30 is your peak performance. 

Watt:

It's really across the board. You have guys winning world cups at 20 and guys at 35. So, you know, you definitely have a long career. 

Hackett:

For those further back in the pipeline like Matt and Suzanne, they can take solace in knowing even if they don't become Olympians they're really getting in shape. 

Pierce:

Suzanne, left side, get your nose on top of your skis, there you go. Make them glide. 

Bissen:

We'll follow the progress of these young skiers and let you know if they make it to the Olympics whether it's 2010 or 2014 games. That's our show for this week. Join us next time when we'll work with this wildlife detective to investigate reports of big cats stalking Wisconsin's wilds. We'll ask, what would it take to get you to make this plunge? How about a good cause? And we'll continue to examine some of the top issues in this presidential campaign and discover what the candidates have to say about them. That's next week. In the meantime we leave you with a trip to Door County to enjoy a gorgeous winter day at Newport State Park. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Kathy Bissen, see you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

