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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week find out why a program called Milwaukee's best crime-fighting innovation may get cut. Join this Madison artist as he tries to find the children he photographed 25 years ago in war-torn Ireland. And hit the road with reporter Art Hackett as he discovers the lure of the truck driver's life. 

Art Hackett:

Oh my goodness, what happened now? 

Loew:

We'll also take you to a 43,000 acre refuge for endangered creatures found smack in the middle of the largest wetland bog in Wisconsin. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Loew:

A Milwaukee police captain with nearly a quarter century on the force calls it the best crime-fighting innovations he’s ever seen. That's high praise for the recently formed Community Prosecution Units. But Frederica Freyberg reports that just as the Milwaukee program is gaining steam, it appears that federal budget cuts will now spell the end of that initiative as well as other crime-fighting units across the state. [sirens] 

Frederica Freyberg:

Milwaukee's finest peeling off in high speed pursuit of a suspected drug runner. It's all in a day's work for police officers in a city where violent crime jumped in the first half of 2007, while it declined in the rest of the nation. In this pursuit and arrest, police found evidence of crack cocaine in the car. Now arresting officers have had the suspect driver in their sights, focused in on him and others like him around the neighborhood because they're part of one of Milwaukee's six Community Prosecution teams. 

Male Officer:

Stay right there. 

Freyberg:

Teams formed about a year ago. Deployed to specific communities to laser in on problem spots to prevent violent crime before it happens. They like to say their new approach to crime is proactive, not reactive. They get up close and personal with the people, the players, the problems. 

Male Officer 2:

You're on parole? 

Male Suspect:

Yeah, that’s why I’m not involved with all this.  Not at all.  The man offered me a ride.

Jeff Altenburg:

You just never know when you're riding with the Milwaukee police officers what is going to happen and when it will happen. 

Freyberg:

Assistant District Attorney Jeff Altenburg is no longer regularly in the courtroom. Instead, he hits the streets with Milwaukee police officers as part of the Community Prosecution Unit. In this city, his unit has come to expect anything as part of the job. But what they pride themselves on are the connections they make. Folding police, prosecutors, probation and parole, domestic abuse and neighborhood groups into the team. 

Altenburg:

Really, a lot of the work that law enforcement does in the community is in the law enforcement community is based on personal relationships. Face-to-face interactions. The ability to say I know that person. Or the ability to say, I'm supervising that person and these are their restrictions and you, officer on the street, probably didn't know that. 

Altenburg:

Okay, where we're going is Wall Street. Now, Wall Street has been an open-air drug market for about several years. 

Freyberg:

The Community Prosecution Unit knows the turf in their 10 square mile district. They narrow in on hot spots. 

Altenburg:

I think we're going to have to step it up at that particular property. 

Altenburg:

So it really is a collaborative problem-solving initiative where you take a lawyer, who is trained to solve problems relatively quickly in the courtroom anyway, put him out in the community to try to address problems before.

Freyberg:

Apart from outright arresting people, one way the team addresses the drug problem is by confiscating drug paraphernalia from corner stores. They find blunt or joint wrappers for sale. Ordinary tire gauges and pot scrubbers. 

Altenburg:

You take a crack pipe or that, this. Take the tire gauge and you just take this off and you take that off and you take this out and then you have a ready made crack pipe and you put that in for the filter and there is your urban-bought crack pipe. 

Freyberg:

Altenburg counsels police not to write a citation here or waste time in court over it. Instead the team will file notice repeatedly if necessary with the city, which holds the store's license to do business. 

Altenburg:

It's useful because it's not reactive. It's not sitting back and waiting for the problem to be brought to the police department or the DA’s attention.  It's proactive. Getting out talking to people on the streets that are dealing with these problems on a daily  basis and trying to solve a problem to before again  where it rises to the point where government resources have to be utilized. 

Freyberg:

The team doesn't wait to be dispatched to a crime scene. Instead they hit the streets in their assigned neighborhood. Tracking buildings they've come to know as trouble. 

Altenburg:

We've been here a number of times. We've had issues with people with drug sales and they've actually just located-- down here there are several baggies. 

Altenburg:

You sit down here and bag up their drugs. 

Freyberg:

The team encourages residents to report trouble to them day or night. Its members become familiar faces and not just for making arrests. 

Freyberg:

What do you see around here? 

Building Resident:

It be people in the building all the time. I don’t  like it like that, people be having guns and all-- I have a one-year-old son here with these walls, light, anything can go through them. 

Freyberg:

You appreciate it? 

Resident:

I do, I appreciate it. 

John Chisolm:

They're creating a sense of order and creating a sense of commitment from neighborhoods. They're just building these neighborhoods up again and you can see a visible change everywhere they go. 

Apartment Manager:

The laundry room window was open this morning. So, if you guys can cruise by. 

Male Officer:

We went there at maybe 4:00 in the morning. We went there at midnight. 

Altenburg:

Are you the apartment manager? I’m Jeff Altenburg from the DA’s office, nice to meet you.

Apartment Manager:

Nice to meet you. 

Altenburg:

Did you change the locks, too? 

Freyberg:

Building managers now have visible partners against drug dealing, damage and crime at their properties. This manager agrees to come to a neighborhood meeting put on by the Community Prosecution Team. 

Chisolm:

It's been a tremendous success. It has helped us identify violent offenders but it has also helped us identify people we can keep out of the system and divert into more productive ways of thinking. Changing behavior. We've actually diverted almost 700 cases out of the system in the first year. 

Freyberg:

The DA says he's confident these units could lead to a reduction of crime in Milwaukee. But budget cuts from Washington will mean an end to the program because the Milwaukee DA will lose the six federally funded community prosecutors along with as many as ten others. 

Chisolm:

I haven't even allowed it to sink that I’m not going to have them a year from now.

Freyberg:

Milwaukee is the hardest hit but not alone. In 2007 the federal Byrne Memorial Justice Assistant Grant to Wisconsin was nearly $6 1/2 million. For 2008 the grant will be less than $2 1/2 million. That 67% cut was part of the latest Congressional Appropriations Bill. The cuts include much of the funding for multi-jurisdictional drug task forces like the one that battled back against methamphetamine in northwest Wisconsin and won. The sheriff in St. Croix county calls the reductions a knife in the back. And the latest cuts are just more of the same. In 2004, there were 33 federally funded multi-county drug task forces in Wisconsin. By 2007, just 18 remained. By next year it's expected to dwindle to three or four. 

David Steingraber:

The shock wave of the impact of this is now just starting to hit but I think the impact is going to be felt all across the country. 

Freyberg:

But the man holding the purse strings in Washington, US House Appropriations Chair and Wisconsin Congressman Dave Obey says don't blame him. He says, quote, “this is another example of domestic costs because of the money President Bush is shoveling into Iraq.” Obey says he fought to keep some of the funding intact. The President's budget would have eliminated all funding of the type that goes to drug task forces and these special prosecutors. Obey says at least a portion was retained. He says, quote, “we've got all kinds of groups now waking up to what budget cuts will mean to their programs. We were desperately beating the drums trying to get people's attention. People just assumed this would get fixed.” 

Steingraber:

I think at first it was a sense of not believing it was really going to happen. That somebody would fix it because we've experienced a lot of strong support. 

Freyberg:

The director of the state office that doles out the federal money hopes for a supplemental federal budget bill that includes funds for state criminal justice. Obey says don't count on it. The Milwaukee DA says it's time for the state to step up. 

Chisolm:

Don't let us go backwards. Let's hold us at least where we are right now. If we'll lose 15 to 20 positions, 15 in Milwaukee, 20 throughout the state let's at least hold there. Let's start with that and make a commitment to converting those formerly federally funded positions into state-funded positions. 

Freyberg:

That's not likely according to the Governor's office. They call it a bad move by the federal government to make these cuts at a time when states, including Wisconsin, cannot make new spending commitments. Those funding realities leave cities and counties either scrambling to reorganize or dumping crime-fighting initiatives all together. 

Loew:

The total amount of Wisconsin Jurisdictions would need to make up just to get to last year’s federal funding level for these criminal justice programs is just over $4 million.

Loew:

Our next report involves a search, a search that takes place through time and 3,000 miles. 25 years ago Madison photographer Michael Kienitz documented life in war-torn Ireland, capturing on film the plight of that country's children. Now after more than two decades have passed, Kienitz has been inspired to track down the children in those photographs. Producer Joanne Garrett shares the story of Kienitz and his Search. 

Michael Kienitz:

Most national media organizations don't show this sort of thing. Where we see those who suffer the most. 

Garrett:

The exhibit is called “Small Arms, Children of Conflict.” It opened back in 2007 at the University of Wisconsin-Madison’s Chazen Art Museum. It showcased the work of Madison photojournalist Michael Kienitz who spent much of the 1970s and 80s in war zones: Central America, Pakistan, Beirut, Northern Ireland, documenting the effects of conflict. But in the process of assembling this exhibit Kienitz’s attention was turned toward a mystery, and on to a quest. 

Kienitz:

I was going through newspaper articles to make sure that the dates and locations were all correct. And I came upon this picture of Paul McNally. At the end of the caption here some caption writer at the Milwaukee Journal had put, “What is Paul's future?” So I looked these up last year and thought, what a great question. I wonder what his future was. That's when I began the search for all the various children around the world. 

Garrett:

Kienitz has set out on a journey to discover what has happened to the children featured in his photos. He began in Northern Ireland. At his request, local newspapers ran his photos and described his mission. 

Kienitz:

This was the one that the Protestant Paper originally ran which showed the photos asking these children to come forward. 

Garrett:

The response was overwhelming. 

Kienitz:

We were able to find virtually all the children or account for them that I had photographed but what astounded me was that each one had just for the most part, the most tragic story. The troubles just keep going on. 

Garrett:

The troubles. The time of Ireland's civil war and turmoil. Politically the country is now at peace. But the pain caused by that time runs like a current through present day. 

Kienitz:

Northern Ireland has the highest rate of crime in the EU.  It also has the highest rate of suicide in the EU and it has been directly correlated to the troubles. That struggle was 38 years long with the deaths of like 3,600 people. It is so many years. Imagine virtually your whole life growing up in conflict. When I asked them to reflect on what their child hoods were like, chaos is probably the first word that comes to most of their minds. They tell me of constantly all day at any time of the day or night the house being broken down and being searched for weapons or what have you. Just a constant looking out for, you know, what was going to happen and just being on edge. There is still that fear that lingers. So many people still look over their shoulders in conversations or will have conversations in cars while we're driving because they don't want to see people talking to a reporter. 

Garrett:

What are they afraid of? 

Kienitz:

The resurgence of the Paramilitaries. 

Garrett:

What would that mean for them? 

Kienitz:

Danger. 

Garrett:

If they're caught talking to the wrong person-- what? 

Kienitz:

Being shot, tortured, members of the family, something happening to them. Losing a job. 

Garrett:

Life is still shaped by the memories of those times. 

Kienitz:

This was an IRA bomb factory. The bomb went off prematurely and killed three IRA volunteers back in the 80s. 

Garrett:

Neighborhoods can be made new but children raised in conflict have a tougher time. 

Kienitz:

He's waiting in 1981 for his father outside Daily’s Pub on the Falls Road in Belfast. He is Patrick McCaughey and he was the one who the Paramilitaries took away for a couple of days. 

Garrett:

McCaughey was in his late teens at the time. 

Kienitz:

He was shot in his knees, in his ankles and hands. He only has three fingers. The injuries were so severe that he had to have a finger amputated and then about six weeks later the Paramilitaries came back and said sorry, chap, you're the wrong guy. We're really sorry, you know? He's permanently scarred. He is so disabled he can't work. Highly medicated. Just really tragic. 

Garrett:

What of Paul McNally, that sad young boy who set kienitz on his quest? Fifth generation IRA. At the time of this photo, with a grandfather, a brother and his dad in prison. 

Kienitz:

Well, I'm happy to say that after a few fits and starts he's doing really well. Has a wonderful apartment, a 7-year-old son, a 5-year-old daughter. He's a barber and has since been one of the fortunate ones to have gotten some therapy. I think definitely the therapy has convinced him he never wants to go back to prison. He wants to break that repetitive pattern of the grandfather, father, brother, everybody being in prison. 

Garrett:

Changing a pattern, changing the picture. 

Kienitz:

As our country yet again is at war in not only Iraq but also Afghanistan and now there is talk of a possible war in Iran. I really think it's important to bring up the long-term effects of what transpires in war even deal with these situations in foreign countries that are so incredibly violent and you present them to other people and you just hope that maybe they recognize that maybe we should start doing something politically to eliminate this sort of thing. 

Garrett:

The Madison photographer's quest continues. Kienitz just returned from a trip to Nicaragua where he spent time creating inroads for future searches. Kienitz plans to go back to Nicaragua  soon to begin looking for the people he first photographed as children decades ago. We'll bring you an update on what he finds. 

Loew:

The lure of the open road may have lost its allure. According to the trucking industry, there is a shortage of long haul drivers. Some companies, like Wisconsin-based Schneider National, are trying to attract more women and AARP-age drivers. And then there is the training program in Eau Claire that caught the eye of our veteran reporter, Art Hackett. Art has been working the reporter beat for more than 30 years and he's covered a lot of stories. This one, though, had Art tempted to leave all that behind. 

Art Hackett:

I've been doing television for over 30 years, driving around the state, chasing down stories. Every so often you see a truck with a sign on the back, “Drivers Wanted,” we hire good drivers. And you think maybe it's time to take this job and shove it, get a real job. Driving truck. If I wanted to make that job change, here is where I could go. Chippewa Valley Tech in Eau Claire. 

Lester Wallace:

Make sure you get your unit past the turning point before you start turning.  The way you do that is you use your mirrors. 

Hackett:

Lester Wallace has got 22 years of experience in the cab of 18 wheelers is taking 19-year-old Chris Brecke of Dorchester out on the road. Brecke is not a total novice. 

Chris Brecke:

I grew up working on farms all through high school, driving different types of farm trucks. 

Hackett:

Under Wisconsin law, you can operate an 18 wheeler without a commercial driver's license if you're working on the family farm. You didn't know that? Neither did I. But Brecke wants to make a career out of truck driving. 

Brecke:

Six months I drove a little truck for blume farms and then came here. 

Wallace:

You want to angle it more. 

Hackett:

Brecke is one of 120 people a year to go through an eight-week truck driving boot camp. Driving a truck is something you have to learn by doing. Remember that if you see one of these semis cruising around on Eau Claire's north side. There is a student driver at the wheel. 

Duane Severson:

The majority of them have had very little or no experience with larger vehicles, unlike 20 years ago, in which almost everybody had experience of some type. Today, no. All the way over to there. 

Hackett:

Most are like Stephanie Naser of Eau Claire. 

Hackett:

Prior to getting into this course, what's the largest vehicle you've driven? 

Stephanie Naser:

I'd probably have to say a truck, just a regular farm truck. 

Severson:

Go ahead and start it. 

Hackett:

Thanks to a new piece of equipment at Chippewa Valley Tech, Stephanie has a chance to get the feel of being behind the wheel without putting herself or others at immediate risk. 

Severson:

Good lane position. One of the basic ideas of this is to teach brand-new drivers how to lane position their vehicle, shifting, traffic scenarios, how to make a corner, basic traffic safety. It's able to do it and we are able to repeat the same scenario several times to different students which is tough to do on public roads. 

Hackett:

Duane Severson is explaining the SIM4L3. It can become a Freightliner, Volvo, Peterbilt or any of a number of other truck tractors at the push of a button. 

Severson:

You want to turn your headlights on. You think that would be a good idea? 

Hackett:

Naser is given a beginning simulation starting on the approach ramp on a stretch of rural interstate sort of like what you would see on I-94 between Osseo and Pigeon Falls except the sky can turn dark in a hurry. Remember that accident near Madison that put 100 vehicles, including a bunch of semis, into a fog-shrouded ditch? The simulator can play back what the student does. They can view the scene from a third person perspective sort of like an out of truck body experience. Or as they say at the arcade, game over. 

Hackett:

How fast were you going when you hit the fog? 

Naser:

I was going 55mph. I let off the gas and I think I crashed about 50mph. 

Hackett:

You’ve had actual on the road experience, how is this different? 

Brecke:

You feel the torque of the motor of the truck. You feel a lot more of the truck. 

Severson:

I feel it's very good especially when we start teaching shifting and lane position, speed control. The longer you drive it, the more realistic it gets and it really helps when they go from here to the highway. 

Severson:

Whoa, what happened there? 

Hackett:

Maybe it's time to take this job and shove it, get a real job. Driving Truck. 

Severson:

You’re at the entrance ramp, now you're going out onto the interstate. You want to stay next to that left lane. That left marker there. 

Severson:

Now what are you supposed to do? Oh my goodness. 

Hackett:

I didn't think I was that far over, obviously. 

Hackett:

He must be having lots of problems. 

Hackett:

I ran through two scenarios. The good news, I stopped in time when I hit the fog bank. The bad news, there was a high-speed collision. 

Severson:

That is when that motorcycle ran into you and then we have all these for following too close. 

Hackett:

Note to self, don't quit your day job. 

Severson:

And then we’ve got a low speed collision, low speed collision, low speed collision.

Loew:

That’s okay. We wouldn't want to lose you anyway, Art. That's our program for this week. Join us next time when we'll show you how these skiers are hitting the powder today in hopes of gliding toward a gold in 2014. We'll discover why it's especially difficult for African-Americans to map their family trees and we'll explain how the candidate choice you make in the primary election will affect the issues that matter most to you. That's next week. In the meantime, we leave you with a wintertime walk through the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. Home to a score of rare plants and animals. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  UW Health providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh.  A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
