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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week lions, tigers and more lions, oh my. Find out how this man's desire to rescue these big cats has been like running a legal obstacle course. Join the search for clues to a tantalizing mystery. Here’s a hint, it involves this little critter. Discover how this artist's love for an old world craft has people fired up about his work. We'll also show off the winter beauty of the oldest collection of restored ecological communities in the world found only here “In Wisconsin.” 

Announcer:

Major funding for “in Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone comprehensive cancer center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

Loew:

Every once in a while there are reports of exotic animals on the loose in Wisconsin, there has been a wandering kangaroo, a python and more than one alligator. Most recently two cougars were released by vandals from the Manitowoc Zoo. Even though exotic animals are most commonly kept in zoos, we have no statewide law prohibiting people from keeping these animals at homes. Producer Liz Koerner reports that that’s left some cities and counties scrambling to enact a patchwork of ordinances to address this concern. It’s also created a confusing legal situation for people who want to adopt exotic animals. 

Liz Koerner:

Lions, tigers and leopards are living a life of leisure at the Wisconsin big cat rescue and education center in Sauk County. 

Jeff Kozlowski:

We're just waiting for todd to come in with the crane. 

Koerner:

Jeff Kozlowski runs the rescue which provides a home to more than 20 large cats. 

Kozlowski:

Come here. Come here.

Koerner:

Wisconsin doesn't have statewide laws regulating this big cats but recently some counties have passed ordinances that limit or prohibit owning these potentially dangerous animals. Sauk County created this type of ordinance in January of 2005. It was this ordinance that kicked off a two-year journey for the county, Kozlowski and his nearest neighbors. 

Joe Lally:

That’s what we want to do with the ordinance is stress if you want to have an animal holding facility you come in and be up front with it and not surprise the neighborhood with some dangerous animals. 

Koerner:

In early 2005, Sauk County officials told Kozlowski that in order to get a permit, he needed liability insurances. At the time, Kozlowski only owned four cats. 

Kozlowski:

When we made a deal with the county the deal was if we obtained the insurance that they asked for, that they would issue us the permit. 

Koerner:

So Kozlowski got liability insurance. But even though his permit hadn't been approved, in October of 2005, he adopted 12 more large cats. Animals that had been confiscated by the Indiana DNR. 

Kozlowski:

They had to place the cats by a certain time or they were going to start darting them. They would be put down. 

Koerner:

Not long after that Kozlowski adopted six more big cats bringing the total to more than 20. In early 2006 after county officials learned about the additional animals they became concerned about public safety. The county felt the cages for the original four cats were structurally sound. But questioned the cages he built for the new animals. Both sides hired engineering consultants. 

Lally:

Had an engineering firm come out and evaluate the cages at the property and it turned out to be some questionable issues on structural strength. 

Kozlowski:

The fencing came from a buffalo farm. Now, if the DNR licensed the guy for a buffalo farm, if it can hold back buffalo, how will it not hold back something that weighs a quarter of what a buffalo weighs? 

Koerner:

Sauk County's dangerous animal ordinance also requires that animals be kept on land that is zoned for them. At the time Kozlowski lived in the town of Excelsior in an agricultural zone that allows single family homes. 

Steve Sorenson:

Under that zoning district, they allow, again, livestock and our office didn't view the cats as livestock. 

Koerner:

Kozlowski said he didn't know the agriculture zone didn't include his cats. He felt the county should have told him from the beginning that zoning was a problem. 

Kozlowski:

They said nothing about the zoning. They didn't come up with the zoning issue until two or three months later. 

Lally:

Part of the problem was he was our initial application for dangerous animals and that maybe the standards were there but they weren't stressed maybe properly to begin with. 

Koerner:

Rezoning became the holy grail for Kozlowski. In order to stay where he was, he needed to convince the local Township of Excelsior to rezone the land. Towns and villages like Excelsior have authority over land use within their borders. 

Sorenson:

The first step in getting that rezone is going to the local town where he's located and asking the town fathers if he can have this use at this location. 

Koerner:

After a contentious public meeting in April of 2006 the Excelsior Town Board turned down Kozlowski's rezoning request. Within days the county sent Kozlowski a violation notice and abatement order. 

Sorenson:

It was basically given to Jeff that either he take out permits or we'll shut him down and the county gave him a deadline. 

Koerner:

This action marked the beginning of a protracted battle between the county and Kozlowski which included taking him to court. In the meantime, Kozlowski searched for a legal residence for the cats. He found it only a few miles away. Rock springs voted to grant Kozlowski’s Big Cat Rescue Center a permit. The village has authority that supersedes the county ordinance. 

Harlan Behnke:

Rock springs is a logical place. It needs to grow and needs to get a visitor presence. 

Koerner:

A private loan made it possible for Kozlowski to purchase land and construct new facilities. He moved the cats in the summer of 2007 and is planning to open to the public offering tours for a fee. While not everyone in Rock Springs is comfortable with the cats, Behnke says a lot of effort went into addressing those concerns. 

Behnke:

This was designed and took at least five or six meetings with the village board and a 40 item agreement between the two before we let them come in here. 

Koerner:

It took more than two years for Sauk County and Kozlowski to resolve their conflict over the new ordinance. 

Sorenson:

It is just a terribly slow process because of the public hearings involved and the local input. All of it takes time. 

Koerner:

After this experience, Sauk County officials recommend that all counties take a look at what may be a growing trend. 

Kozlowski:

Exotic animals are becoming more prevalent and either consider them or adopt an ordinance not to have them. 

Loew:

To date there are fewer than 15 counties where the ordinances that restrict or prohibit ownership of large, non-native cats like lions and tigers as pets. There is a bill working its way through the state that would require owners of these large cats to register with the DNR.  The owners names and addresses would then be posted online.  We'll let you know what happens to that bill.

Loew:

Our next report takes us to Merrimac. It also seems to take us back in time to a place called Badger Village Blacksmithing. Steve Hackbarth choose the name for his business in part to evoke a famous Longfellow poem, "The Village Blacksmith." Producer Andy Soth uses lines from that poem along with original guitar music performed by Hackbarth to create this portrait of an artist who takes a philosophical view of his craft.

(Guitar Interlude)

Andy Soth:

Under a spreading chestnut tree the village smithy stands. The smith, a mighty man is he with large and sinewy hands. 

Steve Hackbarth:

A smith a mighty man is he with large and sinewy. That sounds pretty good to me. 

Soth:

His hair is crisp and black and long. His face is like the tan. His brow is wet with honest sweat, he earns whatever he can. 

Hackbarth:

Blacksmithing is a noisy kind of physical profession. It is an athletic endeavor. You have to be pounding on iron or forming it or shaping it in some way, shape or form. 

Soth:

You can hear him swing his heavy sledge with measured beat and swell. Like the sexton ringing the village bell when the evening sun is low. 

Hackbarth:

So it's not a profession that allows itself a lot of communication. The blacksmith is kind of trapped within that silence of noise. So he ends up being a philosopher of sorts. 

Hackbarth:

There are many spiritual parallels in blacksmithing. The idea of shaping something. Often if we look at ourselves as the iron that's being shaped, I often look at the fact that it can't be a pleasant process for the iron to be heated up and pounded on. All of us go through certain trials in our lives in relation to the sorrow and pain that is existing in this world and, you know, it shapes us. Some people it shapes differently than others. 

Soth:

Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, onward in life he goes. 

Hackbarth:

Yeah, I couldn't rescue that one. 

Hackbarth:

Blacksmithing is about learning how to fail and be okay with failing because you have to fail a lot of times before you get it right. And it's being willing to go through that failure and go through that disappointment and to get to the other side of it. I find the same experience is true with my guitar playing.

Hackbarth:

The material that I compose on guitar is built with small phrases and I try to put stuff together so that it makes the composition and blacksmithing to come up with a finished project is the same, where you build small items to make a final piece. 

Soth:

Each morning sees some task begin, each evening sees it close. Something attempted, something done, has earned a night's repose. 

Hackbarth:

As a perfectionist I want everything to be just right. When you get to a point on a project you need to stop and you need to move on. Contentment to a certain extent is learning how to work the material but then also learning when to stop working it. 

Soth:

Thanks, thanks to thee my worthy friend for the lesson thou has taught. Thus at the flaming forge of life our fortunes must be wrought.  Thus on its sounding anvil shape each burning deed and thought.

Loew:

Steve Hackbarth tells us he is now finishing up a new work with a Tuscan vineyard theme. You can go to our website wpt.org/inWisconsin to see more of his work. Next we head north to check out a wildlife mystery in Ashland County. The Pine Marten is one of our state's most endangered animals but no one knows why.  Producer Joanne Garrett first traveled to the Chequamegon National Forest in 2005 when.  Wildlife officials were attempting to reintroduce the tiny mammal. Three years later the Pine Martin numbers are still dwindling. In this report Joanne rejoins the researchers to find out what they plan to do next. 

Jonathan Gilbert:

How are you doing? 

Joanne Garrett:

Jonathan Gilbert is a biologist and wildlife section leader with the Great Lakes Indian, Fish and Wildlife Commission, commonly called GLIFWC.

Gilbert:

They're beautiful. Wabesheshe is what they're called in Ojibwa, Wabesheshe. 

Garrett:

Gilbert and his colleagues have spent more than a decade working with Wabesheshe, commonly called the Pine Marten. 

Gilbert:

Some Martens are very light, almost white. Some are really dark, almost like really chocolate brown. 

Garrett:

The Pine Marten is a state and tribal endangered species. 

Gilbert:

Let’s go let him go. 

Garrett:

Martens had disappeared completely from Wisconsin by 1927, pushed out by the twin pressures of trapping and the clear-cut of the northern forests. 

Gilbert:

Easy, big guy. 

Garrett:

Martens were reintroduced in the state in 1990. It was a welcome return of an animal that has always been a part of our northern forests and culture. The marten has remained rare in Wisconsin. Back in 2006 we first brought you into the world of marten research. A world that combined hi-tech and low tech. 

Gilbert:

It's the right color, it's the right length. 

Garrett:

Hair snares attached to trees that captured on a pad individual Pine Marten hairs to be sent off for DNA analysis. 

Gilbert:

You got satellites now Joe? 

Joe:

We have satellites. 

Gilbert:

Shall we take off and go backtracking? 

Garrett:

GPS and paw prints used to track a marten's day. And for over a decade, they've trapped and radio collared individual animals. 

Gilbert:

This has taken ten years to perfect this technique and gone through lots of changes and attempts at different things. 

Garrett:

Once collared, the animals can be tracked through radio-telemetry. 

Gilbert:

Each animal has its own frequency on the collar and we can pick them up like now with Edith, we can check to see if she's okay. 

Garrett:

That by the way is Edith by the trap. Make that in the trap. More than a decade of this kind of monitoring has shown that the marten has not rebounded. To sustain, they need at least 1,000 in the state. They barely top 250. 

Gilbert:

That's not good enough. We need more than that. 

Garrett:

Call it the marten mystery. Other animals have been reintroduced to Wisconsin and done well. Take their close cousin, the fisher. 

Gilbert:

It's a female fisher, I think. 

Garrett:

Fishers have done so fine that the researchers often find this larger animal wedged into one of their marten traps. 

Gilbert:

I want to open it up, okay? Stinky animals, man. Don't bite me now. Yeah, I know. I know. 

Garrett:

It's easy enough to trap a fisher in these woods but in 2006, the researchers were only able to trap a total of three martens. Here is the sad math. Martens are found in only two places in the state, here in the Chequamegon National Forest and the Nicolet National Forest.  The two places where they were originally released.  The Nicolet hangs on with about 200 martens.  Here in the Chequamegon, they released 140 in 1990 and since then, the numbers have tumbled. There are currently 20 to 30 martens. 

Gilbert:

This is the age that is not surviving. 

Garrett:

This young male released last year has not been found this year. The fate of his mother is known and it is not good. 

Gilbert:

We walked into find her and found she had been killed by a fisher and that upon examination of the carcass we saw she had been nursing and knew she had young at that point. Now, you know, she died, undoubtedly the young died and again, when you're dealing with just a handful of animals, and you lose a whole litter like that and a reproductive female at the same time it's a big loss, a very big loss. 

Garrett:

What's happening in this forest to bring down these numbers? And why to add to the mystery is this small mammal surviving even thriving in the states around us? 

Gilbert:

On both sides of us. Minnesota has several thousand martens and Michigan has several hundred. Not quite the same densities but both are apparently doing well and thriving and yet we're stuck in the middle here with an endangered species. 

Garrett:

Why? 

Gilbert:

The million dollar question. 

Gilbert:

The black things are Yaktrax and they go on my boots called Mukluks. 

Gilbert:

We’re not willing to let it go yet. There are still things to be done. 

Garrett:

Which is why we went back to the Chequamegon to find out what is next afoot for the martens. 

Gilbert:

I love it. It's a combination of hi-tech and low tech stuff. Traditional Mukluks and your hi-tech Yaktrax.  They've got my traditional compass and my hi-tech GPS unit. They're all good. 

Garrett:

It's back to the woods. This time as a preparation for a plan to reintroduce the Pine Marten a second time. The Wisconsin department of National Resources has funded a three-year project to research the optimum reintroduction and then bring in 90 more martens, 30 a year over the next three years. 

Gilbert:

We already did that. In 1990 or so we got 150 animals and brought them here and released them and now we'll do it again. Well, so what is the difference? Well, instead of just taking 150 martens and releasing them all in one spot or two spots or whatever, which is kind of the way it was done in the past, how about if we go and find these different pockets of places where martens like to live or provide suitable habitat for them? Our job then is to find out what those characteristics are and then find those places that we might be able to release martens.

Garrett:

To do that they follow the martens. 

Gilbert:

Let them tell us. They will tell us what they need and then we can provide that for them. There we got her. Cool. This is a radioed animal that we caught in the fall, put the radio on her, right? She's off this way. 

Garrett:

On the way to the marten we pass a trap site that gives a good example of what is needed for great marten real estate. 

Gilbert:

I love messy forests. The stuff that makes the forest look messy, dead logs, tip-ups, things falling over. That kind of forest structure. 

Garrett:

This messy forest makes for a great grocery store and a toasty hideout. All that's needed is a bit more snow to make the perfect marten condo. 

Gilbert:

It is like little snow tunnels, then, under the snow. It is like an igloo. It's 32 degrees, kind of warm compared to 10. Be warmer under the snow even today. Provides a place for them to get away from predators, mice and voles and other things are in the same area. It provides them food. 

Garrett:

Certainly not all of their food. 

Gilbert:

This is a nice day. It wouldn't surprise me that she's out hunting. Once you start tuning into things, what you can tell has happened based on what is in the snow, there is certainly lots of fresh sign in here. All kinds of fresh tracks all through here. So she's been in here. This is where she's hunting and stuff. I think she's probably this way. I'm just going to walk around in a 100-foot circle and see if I can zero in on her a little bit. I think I got her. 

Garrett:

And with that, Gilbert dropped his antenna to listen in various parts of an old rotting White Pine stump and found her resting there. The marten, by the way, is Edith. And now Gilbert has a better idea what martens like Edith require. And he records it. 

Gilbert:

For a rest side, old stump, White Pine?, it's rotten, one meter tall, three meters in diameter. Six to eight entries all at ground level. She's telling me by her sign she likes this spot a lot. This is an important thing so now, okay, now I've learned something from her. I've learned these stumps are important and those are useful places for them. Who would have thought, you know?  An old stump.

Garrett:

When they look for suitable release sites, stumps might be part of the picture. 

Gilbert:

I'm sure this is from the original cut so you're talking 80 to100 years probably. As I said, logging might be in some cases compatible. Cut down a tree, leave a stump. 100 years later it's a marten bed. It takes a long time for things to happen with forest management.

Garrett:

Long times, long times are needed to shape a forest. But the pressure is on to save this forest animal. Researchers are gathering information like this over the coming months and they plan to add to the existing population with new releases from other states in the fall. 

Loew:

Jo plans to bring us another update on their work sometime after the fall release. On another note as we move toward our state's presidential primary next month Wisconsin Public Broadcasting has launched its online election year resource, Wisconsin Vote. The site features upcoming election dates and voter information, political coverage by both Wisconsin Public Radio and Television, Wisconsin-generated blogs and more. Book mark Wisconsinvote.org now and you can use it as a reference throughout the election year. That's our show for this week. Join us next time when we show you how farmers are getting much needed healthcare without leaving the farm. Introduce you the a group of teens who hope winning a national dance competition can propel them to big things and explain why this paper mill is getting noticed for its environmental imprint in a positive way. That's next week. In the meantime, we leave you to enjoy the winter beauty found at the UW Arboretum in Madison. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. See you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for “in Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone comprehensive cancer center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

