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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to “In Wisconsin.”  I’m Patty Loew.  This week travel deep into the northwoods for a rare look at what some called the ghosts of the forest.  Meet this successful artist who draws inspiration from his son.  Find out how science has answered the age-old question, how often do you really need to water your Christmas tree?  Plus we’ll learn how to make a tool called a muddler and find out why it’s essential to most holiday parties “In Wisconsin.” 

Announcer:

Major funding for “in Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy offering energy-saving ideas on the Web.  The University of Wisconsin Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  The UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center.  Comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web.  And by the Animal Cental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Loew:

As our holiday gift to you, our first report brings you a rare look at what some call the ghosts of the forest.  Actually, they’re white deer, an albino deer herd.  Producer JoAnne Garrett traveled into the northwoods to bring us this rare look at these elusive creatures.  

Jeff Richter:

Visually they’re so unusual and so startling.  It looks like a ghost at times just kind of drifting through the woods.  

Garrett:

Jeff Richter is a nature photographer based in Mercer.  Some ten years ago, Richter took his camera and went to track down a mystery.  Local stories of a band of white deer near Boulder Junction.  He saw a flash of white.  

Richter:

And so I stopped and got out of the car and had my cameras with me, so I eased over there and all of a sudden the deer popped its head up and I looked eye to eye with this white deer and was instantly hooked by them.  

Garrett:

So began a decade-long quest that has resulted in Richter’s recent book, “White Deer.”  

John Bates:

The headlights flash onto a white doe standing right by the word and we were going slow anyway but the brakes are on and the intake of breath and oh my god, white deer.  

Garrett:

John Bates of Manitowish is a well-known northwoods naturalist and the author of the text of Richter’s book.  It was his job to research the science and history of these deer in Wisconsin.  He discovered they seem to have been here for ages.  They are the subject of Native American legends and they’re mentioned in the journals of European explorers.  

Bates:

There is a pocket here in Manitowish Waters area, another one in the Boulder Junction area, and the Land of Lakes area.  And there are individuals seen all around the state.  There seems to be an unusual concentration here in north central Wisconsin.  Why I have absolutely no idea.  

Garrett:

Why the white deer came to flourish in these places no one knows, but there are at least two reasons why they’re thriving now.  

Bates:

Local people protect these deer and feed these deer.  And we have laws now that prevent people, at least costs you dearly if you wish to shoot one in Wisconsin, you’ll pay.  

Garrett:

They’re protected by state law and cherished by the local communities.  And yes, they really are albino.  Pink eyes are not required according to Bates’ research.  

Bates:

I’ve always been told that albino deer had to have pink eyes, so I eventually contacted a professor of genetic studies at the University of Minnesota who tried his best to educate me.  And the bottom line is he said there are many forms of albinism, and that pink eyes are a strong likelihood but not a necessity.  

Garrett:

What will you see in Wisconsin’s white deer?  

Bates:

They have pink ears.  Their noses will be pink.  And the eye of an albino deer will be either pink or light blue or gray.  The eyes almost look like the eyes of a goat.  Very different looking.  You have the brilliant white animal with these pink characteristics, ears, nose and hooves.  

Garrett:

So how many of these white deer do we have in Wisconsin?  

Bates:

Well, if we ran the numbers, we have 1.5 million more or less deer.  And if we have a 1 in 20,000 chance of having albinos, 20,000 into 1.5 million... [laughs] Where is my calculator?  I don’t know.  It’s not a very big number. 

Garrett:

But that rough number, that roll of the genetic dice doesn’t say how many animals will actually survive.  Bates, the naturalist, speculates.  

Bates:

Certainly, in the summer they’ll be far more obvious to a natural predator but in the winter, which five months out of the year up here, they would have the advantage.  Five months versus seven months, maybe it’s a tradeoff.  

Garrett:

You can see the role of the genetic dice played out in individual families.  

Richter:

I’ve seen albino does with brown and white fawns.  And I’ve seen brown does with both albino and brown fawns as well.  They can have both and they seem to not be ostracized from the other deer.  At times, they seem to be the dominant animal, and other times they seem to be a more submissive animal.  They just seem to be regular deer as far as the deer are concerned.  

Garrett:

Regular in behavior, remarkable in appearance.  

Richter:

We have actually had a couple of stores where clerks overheard people that picked up the book and looking at it and said boy, this is neat, if only they were real.  

Garrett:

They’re real, all right.  

Richter:

They just at times look kind of funny out there, honestly.  Particularly like summertime, where they’re sneaking around in the woods and cripe, you can see them, you know, 100 yards away.  They stick out like a sore thumb.  And they’re doing their usual deer sneaking and it’s kind of -- you chuckle to yourself.  But there is something a little different and special about them.  

Loew:

Photographer Jeff Richter will share pictures and stories from his book, “White Deer, Ghosts of the Forest,” on Friday, December 28 at the Manitowish Community Center in Vilas County.  Go to our Web site at wpt.org/inWisconsin for more info about the event.  

Our next report takes us to Milwaukee County to meet artist David Lenz.  Lenz paints life.  His painting called “Sam in the Perfect World” won the first-ever national portrait competition.  The honor is especially meaningful because the subject of the portrait is his son, Sam, who has Downs Syndrome.  We spent the day with him and he told us what he hopes the painting will community indicate people with disabilities.  

David Lenz:

The painting is called, “Sam in the Perfect World,” and it’s about my son, Sam.  At the time he was 8 years old.  It’s basically about his place in the world.  

My wife Rosemarie had just given birth to our son, Sam.  Although he appeared perfectly healthy, something, nevertheless, didn’t seem right.  There was an awkward silence in the room.  No words of congratulations or comments about how cute he was, even though he was cute.  Five minutes later the diagnosis was given.  Sam has Down Syndrome.  Are you going to keep him, a nurse asked?  Later that evening someone else came by to console us.  It is every mother’s worst nightmare, she said.  Welcome to the world, sam.  

Sam:

Hey, dad.  

Lenz:

Hi, sam, how are you?  

Sam:

Good.  

Lenz:

Let me see.  Whoa, “Sam Lenz.  Great Behavior Today,” congratulations.  

Sam:

Thank you, dad.  

Lenz:

How was your day today?  

Sam:

Good.  

Lenz:

Yeah?  

He’s just like everyone else.  There may be differences in the way he talks, or walks, or how he might approach things.  But he’s a part of humanity like everyone else.  And I think he should be treated with that same amount of respect and dignity as every other child in America.  But sometimes it feels like you’re sweeping back the ocean.  

We still have a tremendous amount of misunderstanding.  For example, Special Olympics did a survey not tooo long ago.  They asked parents whether they would like a person with intellectual disabilities to attend their child’s school, and 62% of the parents said no.  That’s today, here in America, 62% don’t want somebody like Sam in their school.  They’re assuming that everybody should be perfect.  

In America today, perfection is highly valued.  We dump loads of chemicals on our lawns to try to get rid of every weed, every dandelion.  Models and super models are tall and impossibly fit.  Their clothes stylish and wrinkle free.  Images like this tend to change our perceptions, our ideals, until they leave us looking around on the peeling paint on our own houses and our less than perfect bodies and it leaves us wanting.  

It’s really all a perception of what is beautiful, what is important.  The idea is to touch on all these things and get you to think about them.  Raise the issues and prod people to maybe think about things in a different way.  

Art is about communication in its most basic sense.  Visual communication.  The painting itself is 44 by 46 inches and it is oil on canvas.  I wanted to overstate it, just so I could kind of grab you by the collar and get your attention.  Okay, I wanted him to really pop out.  I wanted him to feel like he can almost walk out of the painting, so that you feel like you can relate to him.  He’s almost like right there.  Almost like you can walk a mile in his shoes.  The way I wanted to portray him is leaning him towards you.  But he’s on the other side of this manmade fence with sharp points on it designed to keep people and animals out.  And he looks like he has something to say.  Which he does.  In the big sense, he has something to say.  He has something important to say to the world.  He has a place in society.  It’s an important place just like everybody else.  

Reporter:

What do you think when you see yourself in there?  

Sam:

I feel proud and happy.  

Lenz:

Sam has been a blessing.  Oh, my goodness, yeah.  

But I feel like it’s almost my calling as Sam’s father to speak about these issues, to talk about this stuff, because if I don’t, who is going to, you know?  

He’s just very sweet.  He’s very, very kind.  He’s very compassionate.  He’s also very funny.  He has a great sense of humor.  

Sam:

I was hiking to a cabin with my dad.  My shirt is red.  And my overalls are blue.  My glasses are kind of brownish.  My ears are huge.  My hair is brown.  And that’s all for today, folks.  

:

Lenz:

The hope is to somehow change some attitudes and get people to think about things a little bit differently.  And maybe it will make the world a better place for him as he enters it.  

Perfection, I would submit, is overrated.  Besides, I like dandelions.  In the painting, Sam assumes the role of presenter, host, tutor of this most revealing examination of the civilization man has made for himself.  Sam is not society’s accepted definition of perfection.  Inspite of that, or perhaps because of that, he really does have an important message for everyone to hear.  

Loew:

David Lenz has been commissioned by the National Portrait Gallery to paint a portrait of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, founder of the Special Olympics.  He expects to present his painting to the National Portrait Gallery in late 2008.  It’ll become part of the gallery’s permanent collection.  

Loew:

Okay, unless you’re totally a holiday procrastinator, you know who you are, you probably already have your Christmas tree.  And you’re probably already sick of watering it.  But do you really need to water it?  Reporter Andy Soth found the answer to that question after spending a day in an indoor forest.  

Andy Soth:

UW-Stevens Point students Andrew Koeser and Nick Jensen study forestry because they both love the outdoors.  What are they doing in the mall in downtown Stevens Point?  

Nick Jensen:

I like to be outside but in this case I’m in a forest right now.  We have 56 christmas trees set up in a room.  It’s pretty close to being outside while you’re still indoors.  What we’re doing is we constructed a study examining water uptake and utilization in conifers normally used as Christmas trees.  

Soth:

In other words, they’re trying to find out if it really makes a difference to water your Christmas tree.  They’re experimenting on 56 trees from four varieties.  Half are watered and their consumption measured.  

Jensen:

Andrew, 325 for number 50.  

Soth:

The other half are not watered at all.  While the students are halfway through the month-long experiment the first challenge was finding a place to conduct it.  No room on the UW-Stevens Point campus was large enough, so they asked about the vacant mall store front.  

Andrew Koeser:

I think the space is really working out well.  We get a lot of interaction with people.  

Woman:

What’s the name of this one again?  

Man:

Fraser fir.  

Woman:

I like that one.  

Soth:

Have you had anyone come in and sort of say like well, “Duh.”  

Koeser:

Actually, a lot of people say they’ve been doing the study for 20 years in their own house.  

Soth:

And those people have offered their advice, like putting in sugar or aspirin and using hot water.  

Koeser:

I’ve heard of vodka, too, but I’m sure why you would want to waste vodka on a tree.  

Soth:

Vodka or no, two weeks in it’s becoming clear the trees getting a drink are doing better than the ones that are cut off.  

Les Werner:

What we found the unwatered and watered were closely paralleled one another, then separated.  

Soth:

These results may seem obvious, but what the students are interested in is if the trees use water the same way a rooted tree would.  After all, even a 2 by 4 in a bucket absorbs water.  

Werner:

Does the water that we see leaving that pan, which we’re assuming to go up the tree, actually make it out to the ends?  

Koeser:

This is what they call a thermal dissipation probe.  

Soth:

These wires record water and sap flow to a computer.  It’s sort of like an EKG for a tree.  

Jensen:

This one was watered, this one wasn’t.  

Koeser:

Just clamp it around like that.  

Soth:

This device measures moisture released by the needles or transpiration.  This is probably more information than you need to choose your tree, but it’s interesting to the people who grow them.  

Karen Cooper:

It was very interesting to all of us because it’s so practical to our world.  

Soth:

Jensen and Koeser are speaking at the Wisconsin Christmas Tree Producers’ Association winter convention.  Their president provided the 56 trees for the experiment and they’re anxious to hear the results.  

Man:

Second question.  Did any of your trees break buds?  

Koeser:

Yes.  

Soth:

While all the watered trees generally do better, the experiment is turning into more of a competition between species.  Which will perform best?  Fraser fir, the balsam, the scrappy scotch pine or the ultimate underdog, the spruce?  

Woman:

No to the spruce.  

Soth:

While I would never have an artificial tree, I would love one that I wouldn’t have to water.  

Koeser:

This is a fraser fir that hasn’t been watered in four weeks.  It’s amazing that it still looks anything close to a watered one after this long.  You can grab the needles, most of them don’t fall off.  There is still some water content in them.  You can feel they’re still kind of succulent.  This is a great example of a species that may not need the same amount of water.  

Soth:

This is one contest where fraser just won’t go down.  What about the lowly spruce?  

Koeser:

There is always the drastic examples of the spruce.  You can really tell when a tree hasn’t been watered.  

Soth:

Perhaps only Charlie Brown would love this tree.  But it’s clear, these two foresters love doing research.  

Jensen:

Working together is a good time.  

Koeser:

It’s just been a great experience.  

Woman:

Oh, yes, must be a spruce.  

Loew:

As Andy told us, the fraser fir was the top performer, while the spruce couldn’t take the punishment.  It turned out that the balsam and scotch pine also held up well.  So you’ve got your tree, next step the holiday party.  If you’re going to throw a party in Wisconsin, you’ll need to know how to make an old fashioned.  And if you’re going to make an old fashioned, you better have one of these.  It’s called a muddler and it is used to crush fruit, sugar and bitters together for what could be called the state drink, the brandy old fashioned.  We sent Wisconsin Public Radio producer Todd Witter to Spring Green to see how and why local artist Tim Davis makes these tools one at a time by hand.  

Todd Witter:

Hey, Tim.  Todd.  Nice to meet you.  Thanks for having us here.  This is a really great space.  

Tim Davis:

Thank you.  

Witter:

I see you do a lot of works with bowls.  You also have some decorative cases and boxes.  How did you make the transition to muddlers?  

Davis:

Two local gentlemen started a brewing company in Spring Green and they came to me to make them tap handles.  

Witter:

Beer is good.  

Davis:

Beer is good.  And the tap handle ended up, one of them ended up at a tavern in Madison.  The tavern owner admired the tap handle and wanted me to make muddlers.  

Witter:

Why would he need you to make muddlers for them?  

Davis:

They make hundreds of old fashioneds ever night.  And they needed a thicker and little more ergonomically correct muddler that the bartenders could use all night long.  

Witter:

You need a lot for a Friday night fish fry.  

Davis:

You bet, especially in Wisconsin.  

Witter:

Can you show me how to make one?  

Davis:

Yeah, my studio is right over here.  

Witter:

Here we are.  Where do you start?  

Davis:

I start with a blank of sugar maple and mount it in the lathe and begin making the muddler.  

Witter:

Why did you choose sugar maple?  

Davis:

Actually, they chose it.  When they first contacted me I made a variety of different colors, grain patterns, shapes and sizes so the bartenders could try them out and find out not only what shape worked the best, but what wood would work the best.  They chose maple, because it is the Wisconsin state tree.  It’s durable and stands up to repeated muddlings.  

Witter:

Let’s get started.  

Davis:

We just start to make the basic shape.  And round off the end.  They like a top as large a diameter as it could be.  It just fits easier in the hand and less fatigue.  

Witter:

Right.  

Davis:

Once we have the basic shape, we taper down.  They like a little larger end on the bottom so they can get the fruit and sugar and everything in there.  And they like sort of a convex end on it so the fruit doesn’t stick when they pull the muddler out.  

Witter:

Looks like a baseball bat.  

Davis:

It is a miniature baseball bat.  

Witter:

Louisville Slugger would be proud.  

Davis:

Now we’ll make a lot of noise.  

Witter:

Okay.  That’s a muddler.  

Davis:

That was the rough sanding.  We would sand with progressively finer grits of sandpaper, make it nice and smooth.  And now all we need to do is finish it with mineral oil.  It will seal up the wood.  It is a nice, non-toxic finish, so that it can be used for food contact.  After we wipe it off that’s our finished muddler.  This is the fun part.  

Witter:

The fun part is going to see it in action.  

Davis:

Yes, let’s do that.  

Witter:

So, having made so many muddlers you must have an appreciation for old fashioneds.  

Davis:

Actually, no, I don’t like old-fashioneds very much.  I generally stick to wine or beer.  

Witter:

That’s okay.  I didn’t know of old-fashioneds until I came to Wisconsin.  But you know, it seems like it takes some to get this made.  Don’t you think it’s easier if someone had plastic ones lying around?  

Davis:

No.  Plastic would just never stand up to the muddling process.  And the people that contract with me make hundreds of old fashioneds every night.  There again it was looking for something unique and local, rather than stamped out injection molded plastic things.  

Witter:

Right.  They look good, and so does this drink.  Tim, thanks so much for showing us how to do that.  

Davis:

Thank you for coming.  

Witter:

Thank you.  Oh, that’s good.  

Loew:

Cheers.  And remember, take it easy.  And that’s our program for this week.  We leave you for a beautiful look at a very icy Manitowish River, which flows through Vilas and Iron Counties.  Enjoy.  From all of us at “In Wisconsin,” happy holidays.  

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy offering energy-saving ideas on the Web.  The University of Wisconsin Paul B. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, providing cancer research, education and treatment.  The UW Paul B. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center.  Comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web.  And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, a veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin, providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.  

Captioning provided by Riverside Captioning.  
