 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Transcript for: “In Wisconsin” 

Original Air date: Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, dive down into history as we travel to an underwater time capsule of sorts. Discovery how loggers and nature lovers are peacefully sharing this forest. And as the deer hunting season kicks off this weekend, find out what's happening with the fight against Chronic Wasting Disease. We'll also take you deep into a wildlife refuge to watch as two bucks stake their claim for dominance in Wisconsin.   

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.

Loew:

We've been bringing you occasional reports on Wisconsin's Land Trust movement. Land trusts are the nonprofit organizations that broker land purchase deals, placing conservation easements on the property. The property owners usually agree to forego developing the property in exchange for tax breaks. Now, producer Joanne Garrett has a report on what could be called the mother of all land trust deals. Not only is it the largest deal in Wisconsin to date. It also sets up an interesting relationship between two groups that don't always see eye to eye.   

Joanne Garrett:

Think big and beautiful. This is the Wild Rivers Legacy Forest. It's the result of the largest land conservation project in our state's history.   How do I give you a sense of how big this deal is? To cruise through this forest, you drive 101 square miles or an area just a little bit larger than the City of Milwaukee. You'd head past 48 lakes and ponds, 70 miles of river. Including parts of the Popple and the Pine. Rivers so pristine they're part of our wild rivers system.   

Karen Gardner:

Our acreage is 64,000 acres. 

Garrett:

Karen Gardner has been tromping through these woods as a forester for over 30 years. When she started, it was called the Goodman Forest, after the original owner, who was the first forest owner in Wisconsin to decide that his loggers wouldn't clear-cut. 

Gardner:

Arby Goodman, who was one of the owners of the Goodman Lumber Company, decided that that clearcut philosophy was not going to be able to sustain his business. So he went to germany and studied with the foresters in the black forest about selective logging. That was in 1926 he went there. And in 1927 he started selective logging on his forest here.   

Garrett:

Selective logging, or sustainable forestry, has been the practice in this forest for over 80 years. Chainsaws have given way to bigger machines.   But the result is the same. Trees are extracted. The forest remains. Tony Kowalkowski of Florence County is a logger. 

Tony Kowalkowski:

If you can go in and selectively take certain trees out. If you look in here, the landscape still looks beautiful. It's virtually unchanged. In two years you won't even tell there was a crew in here. 

:

Tony and his brother Andrew work for his dad, Tom Kowalkowski, who owns the family logging business. He took it over from his dad, Ed. 

Ed Kowalkowski:

My dad was a logger. 

Garrett:

Who's been logging on the Goodman Forest for over 50 years. 

Tom Kowalkowski:

This chunk we're on right now I cut for another logger when I got out of high school, '81, '82 we cut this same area. Now we're back again. It's been managed right. That's the future, the way you got to manage it. Otherwise it ain't going to be here. 

Garrett:

This forest, a place of beauty and board feat, is also the backbone of communities in northeastern Wisconsin, like the town of Goodman. 

Tom Kowalkowski:

Pretty much our source is working in the woods, logging.

Tony Kowalkowski:

It's a charge chunk of the local economy up here. It's hundreds of people throughout each mill. All these families, we're all tied up in this one industry. If it goes under, there's a lot of people in this area that wouldn't be able to survive. It is a real thick root in this economy. 

Garrett:

That thick root, the forest, faced an uncertain future in 2005, when the owner at the time, International Paper, announced Goodman Forest was up for sale. 

Andrew Kowalkowski:

I was pretty worried that they were just going to close it all down so you can't cut it. 

Tom Kowalkowski:

Stomach was turning a little bit, you know.  

Andrew Kowalkowski:

I was pretty worried that I'd be out of a job. 

Garrett:

Loggers, the local communities and conservationists were worried that the forest would be fragmented, sold off in 40-acre lots, limiting access for logging and recreation.  And, the most desirable lots, those around the lakes and rivers, would be sold, locked up, lost.   

Jeff Kochel:

It's a hard asset and markets for timber may fluctuate up and down somewhat, but the trees are always growing. The investment is always growing. So it's a pretty stable, long-term investment. 

Garrett:

Enter a company that sees great possibilities in trees. Jeff Kukel works for Forest Investment Associates. It’s a TIMO.  What's a TIMO? It's short for Timber Investment Management Organization. TIMOs invest in trees. They buy timberlands as a non-risky portfolio for large institutional investors such as endowments or pension funds.

Kochel:

The returns are not dramatic like the stock market, but they are steady. 

Garrett:

Think of it like a bond with bark, and this forest was particularly attractive. 

Kochel:

It's been managed sustainably since I think 1926 or 1927. The timber has been allowed to develop so that there are different age classes on the forest, which is important for our investors. You have some mature timber that is very high quality and can be sold as veneer in the world markets and you have seedlings that are knee high and everything in between. 

Garrett:

Different ages, different species, a sustainable forest, and a steady flow of funds.  Now enter a land trust, looking for partners to help save this property.  Matt Dallman works for the Nature Conservancy, a Wisconsin land trust. 

Matt Dallman:

In the history of Wisconsin this was the largest conservation transaction to date. 64,000 acres for us was three times the size of anything we've done in the past. 

Garrett:

It was large. The final price tag was $84 million. And it was complicated. The project included a slew of partners. Jeff Kochel's TIMO and another TIMO, the Nature Conservancy, and the State of Wisconsin. The end result? The forest was saved. The Nature Conservancy fostered a deal that got a conservation easement attached to the deed of this property, and that easement states that the current owners, the two TIMOS, cannot develop the property. They must allow public access. And they can harvest timber, but it must be done sustainably. This place will stay as it is now forever. 

Matt Dallman:

Conservation forestry and forest investment associates cannot develop the land or sell it for development. There will be no homes on it. They can't put cabins up here. They can't lease it out for hunting. The only thing they can do is manage from timber. The next people who buy it from them and the next people who buy it from them can only manage timber. The easement stays on the land forever, no matter who owns it. The public can have access to it, we can hunt and fish, recreate out here. We'll never see homes out here. We know it's through the easement, sustainably managed. If this would have been purchased by possibly a different owner and that different owner didn't value these lands for their natural value, we could have seen cabins and homes being developed on these edges of the lakes and we never would have had the opportunity to come here. It stays on the tax rolls. It's still privately owned. 

Garrett:

But with access for the public and loggers. 

Tom Kowalkowski:

They cut it the way it's supposed to be cut and get the seedlings growing again and not making their money and running. They're managing it to where it's going to be here for my great, great grandkids. 

Tony Kowalkowski:

They are helping us make this forest last so my kids and grandkids and great grandkids can come back. I can say I cut that five times in my lifetime and every time it keeps coming back. Everything is still here. Everything is perfect.  

Loew:

Again, the Wild River Legacy Forest is open to the public for hunting, fishing, hiking or simple solitude. Check it out. You can get more information about the forest, land trust and conservation easements by going to our website, wpt.org/inWisconsin.   

Loew:

Wisconsin's regular nine-day gun deer season starts Saturday morning at sunrise, but some hunters were in the fields a month ago for an earlier season in southwestern Wisconsin. It was there five years ago that tests uncovered Chronic Wasting Disease. CWD is a neurological disease similar to Mad Cow Disease. It slowly destroys the animal's brain. When CWD was discovered in Wisconsin's deer herd, it was considered a public health crisis. Reporter Art Hackett reports on the state's five-year effort to check the spread.   

Art Hackett:

Traffic was sparse at time at the DNR deer registration station in Barneveld despite it being opening day of a special early hunting season. Barneveld is in the heart of the region where Chronic Wasting Disease is endemic.   The DNR scheduled the extra hunt to help reduce the size of the deer herd in the CWD zone.  Hunters brought in their kill. Technicians removed tissue from the animals so it could be tested for the presence of the disease. But helping to control CWD wasn't front and center in the minds of hunters like Mike Berg of Sun Prairie. 

Mike Berg:

It really don't bother me because I've never had a deer test positive for it and I've been eating venison for 34 years. 

Hackett:

The early season was just another opportunity to obtain meat for his family. 

Berg:

I go through about five deer a year. I eat it all. 

Hackett:

Contrast the laid-back atmosphere this year in Barneveld with the war room ambience in Dodgeville in the spring of 2002. CWD had recently been found in three animals during routine testing for another disease. 

Alan Crossely:

It really took me at least and I think most of us completely by surprise. We really had no idea that that was going to happen. 

Hackett:

The DNR asked hunters to shoot deer in the area surrounding Blue Mound State Park to obtain an initial assessment of how common CWD was. Those tests from 2002 showed CWD concentrated in a small area on the border between Dane and Iowa counties. Five years later, it has spread to a larger area, including a second hot spot on the Illinois border. But the vast majority of positive tests are still in Iowa and Dane counties. The area where the disease was first detected includes this land with a hunting cabin near Ridgeway where Phil Muehrcke and his extended family have hunted for years. 

Phil Muehrcke:

When it was discovered here, I said that's not good because there's going to be people concerned. I didn't quite realize how freaked out people were going to be. 

Hackett:

What came to be known as the hot zone also includes Jerry Davis's home. 

Jerry Davis:

We were getting ready to move into the area. We had purchased about 50 areas of land and were ready to build a house. 

Hackett:

Davis who is a writer on outdoor issues had just retired as a biology professor at UW-La Crosse. 

Davis:

It was frightening. It was scary. It was -- it was not only from the standpoint of the deer may be gone or the deer may be -- populations may be reduced considerably, but also in the backs of everybody's minds I think at that point was what impact will this have on other wildlife, on domestic wildlife and on people. 

Hackett:

Davis and Muehrcke were both at a series of meetings held in Mt. Horeb in 2002 shortly after the presence of CWD became known. 

Muehrcke:

People showed up thinking they were going to be part of coming up with a plan to deal with CWD. They got there and the whole program was to dictate a plan that had been already determined to the people. 

Hackett:

That decision has already been made. Pretty much accurate? 

Crossely:

Yeah. I was at both meetings. We basically felt like, you know, this is the way we have to respond to the disease. We’re the State Natural Resources Agency, this is what we're going to try to do. 

Muercke:

At first when they started, they announced they were going to kill all the deer. 25,000 to 30,000 deer were going to be killed. Essentially those were going to be killed the first year. 

Hackett:

The hot zone was soon referred to as the eradication zone. 

Davis:

Well, it didn't sound good. It didn't sound like it was something that was really feasible. 

Hackett:

But Jerry Davis said it was worth a try. 

Davis:

And the scientists, many of them throughout the world, were saying this is really the only way that we know of right now to deal with the disease. So as distasteful as that may have sounded and heard by those of us that heard it, thought, well, it's almost like cancer. You may have to have your arm cut off or something, but the other alternative, the risk, you have to weigh that too. 

Muehrcke:

It was a no-brainer strategy. By killings all the deer, how can you have CWD. It was -- by killing all the deer, the way I looked at it, it made it so they didn't have to worry about how it was done because they were all going to be dead anyway. And this is where they started running into problems.   

Hackett:

At first, the control efforts seemed to show promise. Hunters were happy to help collect deer for initial tests. They balked when the DNR announced it wanted to eradicate all deer in the zone. The DNR scheduled four extra hunts to implement the eradication program. They hired sharp shooters to kill deer volunteer hunters missed. Even though, the harvest was a small fraction of what the DNR expected. 

Davis:

I think it failed because we asked hunters to do something that they had a real bad taste in their mouth. 

Hackett:

Was there any second-guessing at your -- at the department? 

Crossely:

No. I don't think so, not at that time. With all the information that we had in our hands, we feel like that was the way that we had to -- was the most responsible way to try to respond to the disease. 

Hackett:

Last year the State’s Audit Bureau evaluated the DNRs CWD control effort. The Audit Bureau found as the eradication program ramped up, the number of deer killed each year went down. The infection rate was unchanged. Instead of eradicating the deer, the number of deer in the zone increased. Shortly thereafter, Crossely said his staff met to reevaluate the CWD strategy. 

Crossely:

Although we all still for the most part agreed that as a natural resources agency we should maintain eradication of a disease as, you know, the long-term goal, is it going to even be possible in the context of the political and social constraints to actually accomplish that if the premise for doing it is dramatically lowering the deer population. 

Hackett:

At the registration station in Barneveld this year, hunters offered opposing opinions as to what should come next. One felt the DNR needed to increase the intensity of its effort. 

Dave Steffes:

I don't think they tried hard enough, long enough. If that was the plan, to eradicate them, then we needed to be a little more aggressive about it. 

Hackett:

Another said hunters should be allowed to do what they do the way they've always done it. 

Brian Meyer:

I would go back to the traditional nine-day gun season and just have the traditional muzzle loader season, it would get more people in the woods at one time. 

Hackett:

One thing is clear. 

Crossely:

Hunters out there have not embraced that notion of dramatically reducing the deer population. 

Hackett:

Whatever the DNR does next, it will have to do it with fewer dollars. This year's budget slashes the DNR funding for CWD control in half. Phil Muehrcke and Jerry Davis are on a 15 member stakeholder group charged with developing a new CWD strategy. Both say the agency should concentrate on taking small, easy steps rather than shooting for as large a goal as eradication. Davis says whatever the agency does, it's time to end passing the buck over does and bucks. 

Davis:

The stakeholders' group ought to be held accountable for what they recommend. For example, if they say do nothing and it spreads throughout the state in a decade or two, then somebody can come back to us and say you guys really screwed up.   

Loew:

This year, almost 1,100 deer have been tested for CWD and while not all of the samples have been analyzed yet, six tests have already come back positive. Because the DNR had budgeted to test 10,000 deer during this years regular gun season, they will also offer free testing for deer taken in the ring of counties around the eradication zone. But hunters will have to drive the carcass to one of the collection stations in that eradication zone to have the tissue sampled. You can go to our website at wpt.org/inWisconsin to find out the locations of the testing stations, as well as more information on the DNR's effort to deal with CWD.   

Loew:

It's part of our mission here at “In Wisconsin” to travel throughout the state, bringing you reports about Wisconsin's people and issues. And after being on the air for a few years, we've gotten around to a lot of places. But this report takes place in a location that's new to us, underwater. Reporter Andy Soth and underwater videographers Bruce Johnson and Will Salzmann take us to the bottom of Lake Michigan to explore a tragic chapter in Wisconsin's maritime past.   

Keith Meverden:

Diving is a very solitary sport. And you realize how alone you are. And then when you're going on a new shipwreck, all other things fade away and you realize now you're going to go back in time and you're going to see something very few people see. 

Tamara Thomsen:

What these are is they're time capsules that are on the bottom. They went down with everything that they would have had on them, everything, the passengers and the crew would have had with them.   

Andy Soth:

This time capsule is the SS Wisconsin, sunk in 1929. It's being explored today by an underwater archaeological team put together by the Wisconsin Historical Society.   

Meverden:

We don't know a lot about the maritime culture of early Wisconsin, so we're out here trying to document that culture and learn as much as we can about it.   

Soth:

The Goodrich Steamship Line commissioned the Wisconsin in 1981. It was a technological marvel, one of the first iron-hulled ships on the lakes, one of the first with a double holed ballast system. It entered service in an era when the Great Lakes were vital for transporting products and people. 

Thomsen:

The lakes were like highways are today. I remember my grandfather, he grew up in Milwaukee and would tell me about all the ships in port. It just really makes you think, wow, there were that many ships that were out on the lake at one time.   

Soth:

It is an era now remembered in photographs. And in the more than two dozen shipwreck sites documented by the historical society. Off the coast of Kenosha, the SS Wisconsin sank in a storm, claiming nine.  

Paul Bentley:

Over the history of the great lakes, most people don't know this, but 30,000 sailors lost their lives out there. 

Soth:

Lives lost on ships like the Wisconsin, that sunk while they were doing the work that helped build the state.   

Meverden:

Maritime history is very important to Wisconsin. If we just look to the Wisconsin state flag, you can see there's a picture of a sailor, an anchor and an arm with a hammer, which was actually a caulking mallet, used in early ship construction. 

Soth:

These help tell the story of Wisconsin's maritime past, so they are being carefully documented with a help of a team of volunteer divers. 

Thomsen:

Our program would not run without the help of the volunteers that come out.  We have people that come not only from all over the state, but all over the world. 

Diver:

121 on the bottom, about a foot off the sand. 

Soth:

The team has its base of operations in a couple of UW-Parkside dorms. Here they carefully plan each day's activity to make the most of limited time in the water.   

Meverden:

We do quite a bit of work before we come out on site and start diving the shipwreck through researching the historical record so that when we come out here, we already have a list of questions we're looking to answer. 

Soth:

The team wants to see if modifications to the hull may have been a factor in the ship's sinking. But the primary mission is a full measuring and documenting of the site as a resource for future historians divers. Unlike most archaeological digs on land, the artifacts here will be left undisturbed. 

Meverden:

We get a lot of people from all across the country come out to Wisconsin shipwrecks dive them. The more artifacts that are on the site and the more intact the shipwreck sites are, the better experience it is for the divers down there diving the sites and the more valuable they are.   

Soth:

The site is also valuable as a silent memorial to those Wisconsinites who made the lake their livelihood and gave up their lives to it. 

Bentley:

When you're into this, people say it's a great shipwreck. No. It's a very tragic thing. These are places where people played all their cards, you know, and lost.   

Loew:

Not only did the SS Wisconsin come to a tragic end, but it seems that others connected to the ship suffered a similar fate. One of the ship's former owners was among those who perished on the Titanic. That's our report for this week. We leave you with a video postcard shot at dawn at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. Experienced hunters will be able to recognize a wildlife standoff. The rest of us will simply enjoy the spectacle of three bucks in the morning light. For "In Wisconsin," I'm Patty Loew. See you next time.    

Announcer:

Major funding for “in Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin, Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the Web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
