 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Transcript for: "In Wisconsin" 

Original Air date: Thursday, October 11, 2007   

Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew. This week, We take you cliff-side for a dramatic rescue. Lead you deep into the forest for an unusual look at invasive species, and continue our food safety series by examining what you can do at home to keep your food healthy. Plus, an update on state budget negotiations "In Wisconsin." 

Narrator:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. UW Health providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin. Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals. 

Loew:

During the past few weeks Frederica Freyberg has reported on what critics say is a failure by the food and drug administration to keep our nation's food supply safe. Just this week there were reported outbreaks in Wisconsin of E-Coli in hamburger and salmonella in pot pies. Frederica investigates what we can do at home to try to keep our food safe and how Congress may be stepping up to the plate to assist the FDA. 

Frederica Freyberg:

Pet food containing tainted ingredients from China. Fresh spinach contaminated with a deadly strain of E-Coli. Even toothpaste made in China containing antifreeze. These are just some of the most recent examples of everyday items in the American Marketplace that have caused illness and death. 

Herb Kohl:

We have a right to expect, without reservation, that we're buying safe food for ourselves and for our families. 

Freyberg:

Wisconsin Senator Herb Kohl says the FDA has not been doing its job on food safety and that the public deserves better. 

Kohl:

They expect and they have every right to expect, that their government is handling this in their behalf. 

Freyberg:

And so as chairman of the Senate Ag Appropriations Committee, Kohl included the largest single year funding increase for the FDA in history. $48 million would go toward food safety within the FDA to include 90 new inspectors. Advocacy groups working to get more funding for the FDA were seeking more than 300 million additional dollars. 

Ladd Wiley:

We believe that the agency has been so underfunded that there needs to be a multi-year effort to increase the agency's funding. 

Freyberg:

Ladd Wiley’s advocacy group, Coalition for a Stronger FDA, includes as members former DHSS secretaries Tommy Thompson and Donna Shalala both pushing for more funding because by law the FDA is not allowed to lobby on its own behalf. 

Dr. Robert Brackett:

We're thankful there are groups out there that recognize the importance of the Food and Drug Administration and we’re thankful for people such as your own Senator Kohl who has been a champion for food safety on our behalf. 

Freyberg:

But what can the average consumer do to stay safe? For starters, know that food manufacturers, at least domestically, have every incentive to keep their food safe. 

Richard Boehme:

Or everyone you were selling your product to won't buy it from you anymore. 

Freyberg:

This private testing lab in Madison does work for everyone from the local butcher. 

Boehme:

They have to do certain testing. Maybe one or two tests a month. 

Freyberg:

To the biggest food manufacturer. 

Boehme:

They would do a lot more testing. They would be testing every day's production. They would be waiting for releases from us to ship their products to different plants. 

Freyberg:

And food makers are testing for all different pathogens from salmonella, to staph, to listeria and much more. We wondered about the foods we buy and eat every day. So we paid the lab to test some fresh items that might end up in the average grocery cart. We bought ground beef, chicken breasts, ground turkey, baby carrots and romaine lettuce. We tested for E-Coli, listeria and salmonella. The results? The carrots, lettuce and ground beef were negative for any of the things we tested for. The chicken breast had a not very dangerous form of listeria and the ground turkey came back positive for salmonella. Of course, we can't ordinarily test our own food but experts say we should assume that at least some of it carries bacteria. 

Barbara Ingham:

There is a realistic possibility that there will be organisms and some of them may be harmful. Some of them may not be. There will be bacteria in your food and before you consume it, you want to destroy those basically often by cooking. 

Freyberg:

UW Food Science Professor Barbara Ingham says to cook the bacteria out of your food you should use a meat thermometer and heat ground meat until it's 160 degrees inside. Another method for chicken is to cook until the juices run clear. Because government regulators will never be able to test everything, Ingham says consumers need to do their part. 

Ingham:

Just be aware some of the responsibility, not all of it, but some of it does lie with us to wash our fruits and vegetables before we consume them. Cook our meat thoroughly to prevent this cross contamination and keep things at the right temperature. 

Freyberg:

Still, Ingham says there are new and more virulent strains of organisms than in the past. Like the deadly strain of E-Coli in spinach in 2006 that took the life of a Wisconsin woman. Ingham also says the overuse of antibacterial soaps is making some organisms resistant to antimicrobial agents. But having some bacteria or pathogens in our food is apparently the tradeoff for the bounty we behold every time we go to the grocery store. 

Ingham:

We don't want our food to be sterile. We could eat nothing but food that is canned, which in some ways that commercially canned food is some of the most safe. That might be kind of boring. 

Freyberg:

Ingham and other food scientists agree that given the diversity and availability of our food supply, it is remarkably safe. Food safety watch dogs just don't want to see that record slip under the sharp knives of budget reductions within the FDA. 

Loew:

The Agriculture Appropriations Bill that includes Senator Kohl's request for more funding for food safety passed the house and is awaiting action from the full US Senate. President Bush has also set up a new government panel that will try to guarantee the safety of food and other products shipped into the US.  For more information and links to streaming video of our entire “Food Safety Series,” just go to our website at wpt.org/inWisconsin. 

Loew:

Our next report takes place at one of the most  scenic spots in Wisconsin. Devil’s Lake 

State Park. The park features miles of hiking trails and a crystal clear lake surrounded by 500 foot high cliffs. But while dramatically beautiful, it has also been the site of some deadly accidents. Andy Soth introduces us to the team of people who climb into action whenever a crisis call goes out. 

Andy Soth:

A call goes out to the Baraboo Ambulance Service. Someone has fallen at Devils Lake State Park. 

Female Dispatch:

Baraboo road rescue team, you are also needed on the east/west trail–below on the rocks for a patient that has fallen. Unknown injuries at this time. 

Soth:

The picturesque bluffs of Devils lake attract rock climbers from all over the midwest and accidents do happen. But most of the dozen or so calls each summer are not for a downed rock climber but for a park visitor who has gone off the trail, fallen, and needs a rescure from difficult terrain. Deaths are not infrequent. 

Rick Capener:

Normally we'd be coming out here lights and siren. 

Soth:

Today is only a drill. Something they do monthly to develop and keep their skills sharp. But the situation is realistic. 

Capener:

We've had falls right here actually before. So this spot is a rescue spot that we've had in the past. 

Soth:

Today's scenario calls for a high angle rescue. That's when the only way to reach the accident victim is straight down. A two-person team locates the victim and makes initial contact. 

Capener:

Hello? How are you? 

Soth:

EMT Brian Winchell prepares to rappel down the rock face. 

Brian Winchell:

We get a paramedic over the edge to the patient as soon as we can. 

Capener:

He has pain medication. 

Winchell:

The earlier we can do that, the more comfort he’s going to be in the more relaxed he’s going to be. The more relaxed he'll be and the easier it will be for us to work with him as we take him through a frightening situation up and over the edge again. 

Soth:

More help will be required for the rescue, so additional paramedics from Baraboo and surrounding communities are called in while Winchell attend to the patient. 

Winchell:

Emotional care and just support next to the patient is invaluable. You can even see it show up in vital signs and patient condition. That’s one of the most important things we do down there and that’s another reason why we try to get down there as quick as we can. 

Soth:

After more help arrives a second paramedic is lowered down to help. Because Baraboo Ambulance serves Devil’s Lake special training in rope rescue techniques can be part of the job. 

Winchell:

Training is one of the most important things we do, and it’s one of the really unique things about Baraboo Ambulance.  So, being out here and being able to do it with your own hands and having to work through a scenario just like you would with the problems you would face just like you would in a real situation is priceless. 

Soth:

Next a special kind of stretcher called a Stokes Basket is ready. 

Winchell:

What we want to do is we want to find the best spot to bring the patient up from. Faces, angles, rock formations, what will work the best for the basket and the person tending the basket. After that we have to find good anchor points back here. Rocks, big trees, whatever we can find and set up the system to bring the patient up. 

Soth:

The patient is secured in the Stokes Basket and some passing hikers are recruited to help move it. Then the long journey back to the top begins. 

Winchell:

How are you doing, Randy? 

Andy:

Not Bad. 

Capener:

Slow it down a little bit. Doing okay, Randy? 

Female EMT:

We’re just coming up to the lip now. 

Capener:

Bring him up to the edge as far as we can and then we us what we call vectoring at the top. 

Rescue Crew:

Getting ready to vector? 

Maybe we’ll have to get a little closer.

One, two, three. 

Ready.

Capener:

We grab the rope, lift the rope as we're pulling it and it helps get the basket up over the edge. 

Soth:

The basket is then wheeled out. The patient is off to the hospital. While this was only training. It is a scenario they've faced often at Devil’s Lake, and while they're always ready to do a rescue they have some simple advice for visitors. 

Capener:

Stay on the trails. Stay in the designated areas. 

Ambulance Worker:

Patient is loaded. 

Loew:

So far this year Baraboo's rope rescue team has been called out to Devil’s Lake 15 times. A side note–our videographer for this report was Will Salzmann. Will is also a volunteer fireman, and he was so inspired by his experience working on this report, that he's now attending training drills with the rope rescue crew. 

Loew:

Time for this week's budget brief update. There is some movement, kind of, on the state budget. Reporter Frederica Freyberg brings us up to speed and explains the ongoing concerns of some people who are counting on state budget dollars. 

Freyberg:

It's now been more than 100 days without a new state budget. If one isn't passed this week, Governor Jim Doyle takes the bull by the horns. 

Jim Doyle:

Next Monday I will call the full legislature into special session. I will offer them a new compromised budget bill that both democrats and republicans should support immediately. 

Freyberg:

The governor says his new budget bill will cut $430 million in spending from the Senate democrats' original plan. It also gets rid of some of his original taxes and fees. But Governor Doyle blames Assembly republicans for the impasse saying he's more concerned than ever that they have no intention of passing a budget. Assembly speaker Mike Huebsch says that's just not true. 

Mike Huebsch:

If I had been obstinate all of this time and said we’re doing the Assembly republican budget and  not a dime more then I can understand those claims. That's not the case. I've tried to meet them halfway on increasing some spending and increasing the cigarette tax in order to fund that spending. It is simply not enough. 

Freyberg:

For her part Senate Majority Leader Judy Robson says negotiations with Mike Huebsch are a moving target. 

Judy Robson:

As soon as we get close to a budget deal, they pull back and say no budget.  He has a number of his members of his caucus who want no budget, who are gleeful about no budget and he's being held captive by those extreme members of his caucus. So it's negotiating is almost impossible under that scenario. 

Freyberg:

So barring agreement from the parties, the legislature heads into special session to try to reach compromise on this budget. That very compromise has some people waiting on pins and needles for the actual budget numbers. 

Mark O’Connell:

Just passing a budget doesn't cut it. 

Freyberg:

The director of the Wisconsin Counties Association says it's not just passing a budget that's important. It's what's in it. 

Lee Holloway:

It can affect our health services, it can affect all our parks. It can affect the transportation. 

Freyberg:

The Milwaukee County Board Chairman says cuts in those kinds of services are likely without more state money. To that end county leaders from 69 of the 72 counties signed a petition this week asking the legislature to fund certain state mandated services in the budget. They want money to cover increased costs for juvenile correctional institutions like the Ethan Allen School. Counties have to pay for court ordered placements in such facilities, even though they are state facilities and state mandated services. The petitioners also want $19 million in state funds to pay for the state circuit court system. 

O’Connell:

We're not taking care of our juvenile corrections responsibilities at the state level. We're not taking care of our court's responsibilities at the state level and that results in counties asking property taxpayers to take care of it. 

Freyberg:

And budget negotiations have resulted in exactly what counties feared, a Real Estate Rransfer Fee proposed in the Governor's budget that would have gone toward county funding of state courts was pulled off the table in compromise. 

Robson:

When we remove the Real Estate Transfer Fee, that was linked to paying for the circuit courts. The republicans were relentlessly beating on us to remove that and we did and now there is no money to fund the circuit courts. 

Holloway:

Real scared because there has not been any other providing resources to fill the gaps. And that's going to put us in a really dying situation. 

Huebsch:

We need to do these services, there is no question.  But where else are you spending money at the county level that perhaps we wouldn't need to do that we could direct it into the things we know are essential? 

Freyberg:

The Jackson County Board Chair says the essentials are already being cut into. Like miles of highway in his county. 

Steve Dickinsen:

We're robbing it in particular in our little county from the highway department. We no longer have any road construction projects, we're simply a maintenance department. When roads get  deteriorated to a point we can't do anything they return to gravel. The paved surface is too dangerous for people to drive on. 

Freyberg:

More rough road ahead when it comes to trying the pass a budget because as we've seen, compromise means difficult choices for both sides. And as insiders have expressed, there is limited general purpose revenue and a lot of mouths to feed. 

Loew:

Frederica will bring us another update next week. You can also watch streaming video of all of Frederica’s budget brief reports by logging onto our website at wpt.org/inWisconsin. 

Loew:

We head to Wisconsin's Northwoods for this week's final report. The area is home to a lot of opportunities for great hiking, camping and fishing. And reporter Joanne Garrett recently found that you can have a rare cultural experience there as well. She headed north to take in an art exhibit. The only one of its kind in North America, and the gallery, well, it's in the Northwoods, really, in the Northwoods. 

Joanne Garrett:

I went to the woods. To take a walk on the wild side. A wild side of a different kind. [drumbeating] 

Garrett:

This is the Raven Trail, the Northern Highland American Legion State Forest. This is also an art exhibit. The first of its kind in all of North America. In the summer of 2007, this mile and a half of trail was the site of an international art exhibit called Forest Art. 28 artists from around the world set up shop. This woman first pioneered this concept of a gallery amid the greenery in the forests of her native Germany. This unusual idea made its way to the University of Wisconsin Madison Art Department and then to the state foresters. 

Steve Peterson:

It's a beautiful piece. 

Garrett:

Steve Peterson is the superintendent of this forest. He loved the idea of forest art. 

Peterson:

Probably three or four years ago we were at a conference table at Black River State Forest and they passed down the catalog from one of the exhibits in Germany and said who would like to do this? And I went oh, this is great. 

Garrett:

The other foresters bugged out. 

Garrett:

What was the reaction of the other people around? 

Peterson:

They all pushed away from the table. They said I don't want this. 

Garrett:

What are you doing, Steve? 

Peterson:

I’m lining them all up. 

Garrett:

Yes, it's meant some extra work but Peterson was delighted to host this exhibit. He's particularly enthused about the theme the exhibit explores. It's described as Native Invasive. 

Peterson:

The whole concept of invasiveness is a hot issue right now in Wisconsin and I think it was just a natural to do this. 

Garrett:

Sometimes the play on that theme is fairly obvious. This blanket of insects is one artist's take on Japanese Beetles, an exotic that has chewed its way through over 300 different species of plants and trees. That's why the blanket of plastic bugs. It tells a story. So, too, the other artwork here. It provides commentary. It draws you in. Makes you think, look. 

Parent:

Like the bugs on the log, we know there are millions of bugs here but we don't think about them. It gets you starting to think about all the other nature and wildlife that's here. 

Child:

It's like a turtle shell that goes like that. 

Parent:

Exactly. 

Garrett:

Made you look. Think about it, turtles. Art, of course, is about drawing our attention. 

Peterson:

The artist is Ho-Chunk and this is symbolic of a medicine lodge. In my mind it's a bit of ceremonial or religious place. The entry and enclosure around it is really important. He developed this piece of art, the structure, to enclose an ash tree that we planted in there. 

Garrett:

Ash trees are subject to the invasive insect the Emerald Ash Bore. 

Peterson:

The carving on that is to represent the boring that an Emerald Ash Bore might leave behind. 

Garrett:

The artist, Tom Jones, noted in his statement about the piece that up to one-third of the trees in Wisconsin could be lost to this exotic. 

Peterson:

Ash trees are so important to Ho-Chunk people. They use it for basket making and for other ceremonial reasons. To lose them is a huge blow to their culture. 

Garrett:

How many Ash trees do we have in the state and how many could we lose with Emerald Ash Bores. 

Peterson:

I’ve heard something like 17 million Ash trees. We could lose them all. Can you imagine taking 17 million trees out of our forest? 

Garrett:

“Native Invasive.” Of course, everyone has their own idea of what is invasive. 

Peterson:

Some people would say that just this trail is an invasive component. 

Garrett:

And that's the point. This exhibit is meditation on what is native and what's not. And how the forest has changed, is changing. Just behind the medicine lodge installation you can see a tree that has been painted with a brilliant red blaze. It is not part of the exhibit. It is part of a timber sale scheduled for these woods. 

Peterson:

The paint on the tree has meaning. The red marks on a tree is the boundary of the sale. It means that's where the logger has to stop. We have invaded every inch of Wisconsin. Our actions have impact on everything. There is no more natural. 

Garrett:

We have, of course, invaded these forests and claimed them as our own. 

Peterson:

We depend on wood fiber. In Wisconsin we have something like 50,000 jobs that depend on the forest products industry. 

Garrett:

As superintendent of our largest state forest, Steve Peterson sees this exhibit as a way to bring people in. To open their eyes to our forests. 

Peterson:

I grew up here.  The first time I walked the Raven Trail I was probably three or four years old maybe. It's one of my most vivid memories as a kid. I saw a comment the other day in the register from a child that says “when I grow up I want to do art like this.” That's pretty neat. I hope that happens. Maybe we'll find some kids come through here and want to grow up and protect the forest, too. 

Visitor:

Loving it, loving it. 


Loew:

Most of this one of a kind international art exhibit has now come and gone. However, if you're interested a few of the forest art installations are still on the Raven Trail at least through this winter season. They include the installation called “Choose” by Edguardo Madanes from Argentina, Wolfgang Fomer's piece called “Stamm-Bilder-Weg” from Germany.  Roget Rigorth’s “Turtle Installation” from Germany and Jens J. Meyer’s “Tornado” piece, also from Germany. You can find out more about the exhibit by going to our website at wpt.org/inWisconsin. That's our program for this week. Join us next time when we'll introduce you to a man who still practices a dying art, blacksmithing. That's next time. In the meanwhile, enjoy a trip down one of our state's beautiful rustic roads. For "In Wisconsin" I'm Patty Loew. Have a great week. 


Narrator:

Major funding for "In Wisconsin" is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly. Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web. UW Health providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin. Information on UW Health physicians and clinics and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the web. And by the Animal Dental Center of Milwaukee and Oshkosh. A veterinary specialist working with pet owners and family veterinarians throughout Wisconsin providing care for oral disease and dental problems of small companion animals.
