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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to “In Wisconsin.”  I’m Patty Loew.  This week, after historic flooding, these Crawford County farmers are faced with ruined crops and wonder if they can ever recover.  This Waukesha County dog gets called into service across the nation to help people in desperate circumstances.  And Madison drivers divorced their cars so they can drive green.  Plus this week’s budget brief examines a disputed proposal to give more money to the best teachers in Wisconsin.  

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant energy offering energy saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics, and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the Web.  And Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, providing local education for the crucial occupations essential to our communities.  Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, communities first.  

Loew:

It’s been three weeks since southern Wisconsin was devastated by flooding.  Homeowners, businesses and farmers are still tallying their losses, but already it appears that certain farmers have been especially hard hit.  Art Hackett reports.  

Art Hackett:

Driftless Organics packs its produce in a former cheese plant.  It’s now surrounded by water damaged equipment and flood debris.  

Mike Lind:

I’ve been telling people, about 65 to 70% of the crops we had in the ground were lost.  

Hackett:

Mike Lind, along with Noah Engel and Noah’s brother, Josh, raise nearly 45 acres of potatoes and other organic vegetables in Crawford County near Soldiers Grove.  

Noah Engel:

It is starting to rot.  Probably won’t last long, not to mention so much topsoil is lost.  They’re all green and sprouting.  It’s an unsalvageable crop.  Even if there is one potato underneath each hill it won’t be worth it to harvest it.  All that fuel and labor.  

Man:

You going to plow the whole thing under?  

Josh Engel:

More than likely, yeah.  

Josh Engel:

Total losses with machinery and repairs, mucking the pack shed out and then just all the crops and stuff, somewhere in the $200,00 to $300,000 range.  

Hackett:

Farming in the Kickapoo Valley involves an understanding with mother nature or a deal with the devil depending on your theology.  

Tim Rehbein:

If you take a look at typical what I call flood plain like you saw down in the Bad Axe, they’re actually farming on soil that had been deposited there by previous floods.  

Hackett:

Tim is Rehbein is the University of Wisconsin Ag Extension agent in neighboring Vernon County.  

Man:

It’s good soil for that reason.  

Rehbein:

It’s good soil.  Good, dark, productive soils.  It actually has a little bit of a sand, silt lome.  Excellent for vegetables.  

Hackett:

Except for August 18 and 19, 2007.  The national weather service reported rain totals in the area of between 6 1/2 and 11 inches.  

Rehbein:

Something like 5 or 6 inches of rain is considered a 100 year flood.  When I asked about greater than, that he said that’s where the chart stops.  

Hackett:

That was only the beginning.  

Rehbein:

The second thing that actually caused most of the damage to a lot of general agriculture was the following Tuesday night we had a storm front go through that had straight line winds.  And because a lot of our soils were totally saturated already.  When the wind hit our corn crop it just flattened it, literally just flattened it.  

Hackett:

When you count the effects of doubt and hail, Wisconsin farmers have to deal with weather-related damage nearly every year.  What makes the floods in Crawford and Vernon County different is that when it comes to organic vegetables, they are the zucchini bread basket.  An organic field has to be prepped for several years before it can go certified.  They had 75 acres of land planted with cover crops making the transition to organic status.  

Lind:

An organic farm, to be able to grow good vegetables, you have to do a lot of soil building, add a lot of fertility to the soil that you can’t do with chemicals.  It all washes away and then you have to start that all over.  

HAckett:

Richard de Wilde of Harmony Valley Farms has been raising organic produce for nearly 25 years west of Viroqua.  His first damage predictions were on the low side.  

Richard de Wilde:

Oh, it’s much worse.  A week ago we thought some things would -- the water would drain off and they’d recover.  It rained for another week or more after that and more things rotted.  

Hackett:

He totals the losses.  

de Wilde:

Fifty acres, $800,000 in lost sales.  Just organic market vegetable crops.  

Hackett:

That’s cash value.  

de Wilde:

Yes.  

HAckett:

Vegetable crops are hard to insure.  Remember the field of damaged corn?  Extension Agent Tim Rehbein said the USDA knows what it was worth.  

Rehbein:

When we look to value corn we have a marketing infrastructure there because it’s a general commodity.  

Hackett:

But because organic vegetables are often sold directly to consumers, the price varies from market to market, day-to-day.  

Rehbein:

The whole issue of specialty agriculture is this price discovery.  And it’s not like we have this general auction or trade going on at all these points in Wisconsin that at any one time I could call up the auction market and say certified organic green peppers are going for what today?  

Hackett:

Tim Rehbein has toured most of the farms in Vernon County since the flood.  One of his stops was at Harmony Valley.  What amazed him wasn’t the flooded field of melons.  After all, a flood plain floods.  He was stunned by the rocks along a stream running through Richard de Wilde’s pastures.  

Rehbein:

When you see the big boulders picked up and moved by that velocity of water it was amazing.  

Hackett:

de Wilde says the rocks were hauled in only a year ago.  

de Wilde:

It is supposed to be your barrier when the water hits it, it protects that soil.  

Hackett:

He and the USDA’s soil conservation program spent $75,000 trying to control erosion.  

de Wilde:

Beyond this point it started to go, you know?  

Hackett:

The flood ripped out the rock and carved a gully five or six feet into de Wilde’s fields.  Tim Rehbein says the project was designed to engineering standards.  

Rehbein:

I believe that’s a 100 to 500 year flood, but it shows the intensity of what that 1,000 year flood can do.  

Hackett:

Richard de Wilde is continuing to pick and deliver the crops that did survive.  He is lucky that much of his produce is delivered through a community-supported agriculture program.  Customers on a CSA pay in advance for regular deliveries, agreeing to share the risks and rewards of farming.  

de Wilde:

Our longer-term members, even new members said we have gotten such a great value this year that we’ll share your loss for the rest of the year.  And we’ll be back next year.  And we’d like to contribute something to help you get that next year’s crop in.  

Hackett:

So you’re back next year?  

Engel:

Yes.  We like doing it.  We’ll keep doing it.  We might look for some higher ground.  

Hackett:

The farmers of the Kickapoo Valley are not giving up.  

Lind:

We’re pretty young and not disgruntled enough to give up.  

Loew:

You can go to our website at wpt.org/InWisconsin to find flood relief resources for farmers.  Once there, you can find relief funds and the number for the Department of Ag’s Farm Center Hotline, 1-800-942-2474.  The Farm Center is the gateway for flood relief information and also provides counseling for financial and emotional issues.  

In other news, the money march continues.  We’re now 11 weeks into the new fiscal year without a state budget.  This week, Assembly republicans announced they’ll meet Tuesday to vote on a bill that includes shared revenue and K-12 portions of the budget.  If the Assembly passes the bill it needs to get passed by the Senate democrats and signed by the governor, who at this point says he won’t sign a piecemeal budget.  Meanwhile, as the partisan political wrangling continues we’re two weeks into the school year.  In our budget brief report, Frederica Freyberg examines one of the school funding items tucked into the Assembly republican version of the budget.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Jay Farnsworth might well be considered the poster person for teacher merit pay.  He teaches sixth grade in Waunakee.  Last year, he was the only teacher in Wisconsin to win the National Science Foundation’s presidential award for excellence in math and science teaching.  One class period in his room shows why.  

It’s a precision timed choreography in teaching combining multimedia technology with get your hands dirty learning.  

Jay Farnsworth:

Take a good look, grab the magnifying lenses, and see if you can find the beak.  

Farnsworth:

The more hands-on things you have and the more varieties just keeps them going and moving and there is not a chance to be bored. 

Freyberg:

For the lesson on invertebrates, Farnsworth brought in a squid for the kids to handle and examine.  The Waunakee classroom is worlds away from budget negotiations at the state capitol.  But within the Assembly republican budget, there is an item of key interest to teachers.  A proposal to spend $500,000 state colors for teacher merit pay, a pilot program that would start small and expand.  

Brett Davis:

What we wanted to try to do is make sure that those teachers, the great teachers that we have are being rewarded appropriately.  

Freyberg:

But the democratic chair of the Senate Education Committee calls the proposal a silly token.  

John Lehman:

In a corporate world, if you had an operation as big as all the teachers in the state of Wisconsin, you said we’re going to come up with a merit system, the total amount we’ll devote to it is $500,000, you’d be laughed out of the boardroom.  

Freyberg:

Lehman says if republicans want to get serious they’d model their merit pay plan after Minnesota.  

Lehman:

They had, I think it was a $3 million or $4 million pilot for a number of years.  And then they came up with a $75 million compensation system to begin the statewide process but they just didn’t throw money at it.  

Freyberg:

Davis says it’s not just about individuals getting merit money, but about teachers working as a team to share best practices and make entire districts more effective.  

Davis:

There are great teachers out there that have great practices.  This is an incentive for them to continue to do what they’re doing and encourage others to model themselves after.  As a school district, I think that team concept is a really good approach.  

Freyberg:

For his part, teacher Jay Farnsworth says bring it on with reservations.  

Farnsworth:

I would happily accept money if it was directed towards me, but in the nuts and bolts of putting it in statewide I don’t know how you’d do it fairly.  

Freyberg:

Farnsworth worries merit pay could be divisive.  He thinks keeping it super selective and awarding more money might work.  

Farnsworth:

You would probably have less problems with fewer recipients than you would if you had a greater number.  Like if half of our teachers in our building were getting it and the others weren’t there would be resentment.  

Freyberg:

Meanwhile, Farnsworth’s sixth graders will continue to reap the rewards of his teaching skills.  

Farnsworth:

Take a look at the fins.  Look underneath.  Imagine your eating that at dinner in a couple of weeks.  Deep fried.  

Loew:

You can watch all of our budget brief reports online by logging on to wpt.org/InWisconsin.  Frederica Freyberg will bring us another report next week when she examines a budget proposal that would change the eligibility guidelines for the homestead tax credit, reducing benefits for some people.  

Loew:

Gas prices seem permanently poised in the $3 range.  And there are dire warnings about greenhouse gas emissions.  So what do you do if, for whatever reason, you’re unable to get by without your car?  Reporter Andy Soth found a solution when he hit the road with a group of Madison drivers who have discovered a way to save green and go green.  

Andy Soth:

When David Tolliver moved to Madison a few months ago he drove a Ford Mustang.  Now he drives his pickup and this minivan and a Toyota prius hybrid.  

David Tolliver:

For different occasions, you need different cars.  If you need to move something, you have a truck.  If you want to drive a fun car, you have a Mini Cooper.  

Soth:

Tolliver doesn’t own a fleet of vehicles.  In fact, he doesn’t even own a car at all anymore.  Instead, he shares car use with a group of other drivers around Madison through a business called Community Car.  

Sonya Newenhouse:

In October of 2003 we had 20 charter members and three cars on our launch date.  

Woman:

Lots of reservations this month.  

Newenhouse:

Now we have over 600 members and soon we’ll have 15 cars.  

Soth:

Car sharing businesses are also growing across the country.  The largest called Zip Car has locations primarily in major cities like Chicago and Boston.  

Newenhouse:

I think it’s wonderful that the industry is growing so quickly.  

Soth:

For Tolliver the attraction is saving money.  

Tolliver:

I save maybe $600 a month.  I switched to Community Car and I’m only paying for transportation when I need it, instead of paying for my car when it sits on the parking lot.  

Soth:

Community Car Executive Director Amanda White causes it allows many members to get rid of their car.  

Amanda White:

At Community Car, 57% of members are able to avoid the purchase of a car when joining, while 22% sell or intend to sell a car upon joining.  

Soth:

That means fewer cars on the road and less carbon dioxide entering the atmosphere.  

Newenhouse:

The cars that we choose are the greener options, the hybrids, the best in their class for gas mileage.  

Soth:

Community Car is a green business providing a service for consumers that helps the environment.  

White:

I’m glad to be part of a green business doing good and sustaining itself in the community.  

Soth:

Community Car’s goal is to make it easy to be green.  Cars are parked throughout central Madison.  Members reserve them through the Web site.  Keys are kept in a secure lockbox nearby.  Mileage and time used are recorded in a log book.  There are a variety of membership plans.  And gas is paid for with a Community Car charge card.  

Newenhouse:

So it’s the convenience, it’s the sense of freedom.  It’s a different type of freedom but it is very liberating to not have the hassle and inconvenience of maintaining a car.  

Soth:

That liberation is a theme of Community Car’s marketing.  Perhaps ironic since car advertisers have long appealed to American’s desire for freedom.  

Newenhouse:

It is a different type of American dream.  We’re greening the American dream.  

White:

A brand of Community Car and marketing materials reflects the members, which is fun, hip people who are part of this community-based organization that has a lot of community spirit.  

Woman:

I now pronounce the divorcees divorced.  

Soth:

That spirit shows at Community Car events, like the Divorce Your Car Party where Dave Tolliver ceremoniously ended what they saw as dysfunctional relationships with their vehicles.  

Newenhouse:

It’s no fun to be green if you’re not having fun and feeling free.  

Soth:

While these people may be having fun and feeling free, Community Car is probably not for everyone for those who live or work far from the central Madison locations or simply love their cars too much.  

Newenhouse:

We’re not trying to be an organization for everyone.  We realize that we have a limited audience.  But that limited audience is the key to our success.  

Loew:

Our next report features man’s best friend.  Humans have long had special relationships with dogs.  Most of these connections revolve around companionship.  But dogs have also been trained to guard livestock, act as seeing eye dogs and perform search and rescues.  Producer Liz Koerner introduces us to a man who has trained his dog for a very intense and serious job.  

Liz Koerner:

This is Zip.  While the border collie looks like he’s enjoying free time, he’s actually a highly trained professional hard at work.  Zip has a very serious job.  He’s been trained by his handler, Marhofke, to search for human remains.  

Marhofke:

I worked as a medical examiner with a medical background.  I have always loved forensics and I have always loved dogs.  Somehow I just figured out one day that maybe these two could work together.  Let’s go find it.  

Koerner:

He says he wants to help families find closure after a loved one has gone missing.  

Marhofke:

Good boy, Zip, good boy.  

You get a tremendous reward working with the people, the families and the dogs.  Once it all comes together, it’s worth a million dollars.  

Koerner:

He and Zip offer their expertise to law enforcement agencies free of charges.  These agencies have clear rules for people who volunteer their services.  

Todd Nehls:

One thing we want to make sure is nobody goes out and does anything on their own.  No self-generated or self-motivating type searches.  

Koerner:

The partnership has paid off.  During the winter of 2003, the Dodge County sheriff called them in.  A man had gone missing and all other search efforts had failed.  

Nehls:

He was invited to Dodge County.  Within 45 minutes they made contact with us and said they had located the man, who they found deceased, alongside a tree about three miles from where we were searching for him.  

Koerner:

Marhofke and Zip were called into a cold case in Sawano Cunty.  Investigators got a tip about a woman who has been missing since 1998.  

Woman

We would be at a stand still with this investigation if we didn’t have AJ and his dogs out working on this.  Other than seeing evidence in front of us we probably would have nothing to go on.  

Marhofke:

The search on this day was a bust but Marhofke says it’s better to try than ignore a tip.  

Marhofke:

You can’t ignore a tip as they call it where somebody allegedly thinks they may be and three years later down the line they find that’s where it happened.  

Koerner:

Dogs that are trained to find bodies are commonly called cadaver dogs.  Zip is called a forensic evidence dog.  That’s because he’s been trained to find not just cadavers but tiny pieces of human remains.  

Marhofke:

We’re going to start on the bank and walk this way with him.  It may be helpful in a very old suspected homicide, where we can bring in a dog and go over a basement or an attic, or even a living room of a house, and within a reasonable amount of sureness show that there may or may not have been a crime committed there.  

Koerner:

Marhofke says that forensic evidence dogs can detect very small amounts of decomposing human scent.  

Marhofke:

Good boy, Zip.  

Koerner:

In almost unbelievable situations.  

Marhofke:

One drop of evidence in an Olympic-size swimming pool full of water and the dog should be able to find it.  Many people try to disguise a crime scene by lighting a fire, whether it be in a car, automobile, a house.  So we try to match or train in every conceived situation that unfortunately man would do to another human.  

Koerner:

In order to train Zip, Marhofke must use human evidence.  He says friends and family donate most materials.  

Marhofke:

We’ll take teeth and put them in gravel.  Okay, let’s go to work.  Zip will stay there for hours until he has every tooth.  He has the determination and drive to get the job done.  

Koerner:

The trick to training dogs like Zip is finding out what makes them want to work.  

Marhofke:

Is it food or a toy?  It’s usually one or the other.  Once you do that you basically start playing, make it into a game for him.  

Koerner:

Marhofke trains other teams in forensic evidence recovery.  Fred Carsky is a detective with the Wauwatosa Police Department, but work with his dog, Sammo, is done on a volunteer basis.  He says police departments in Wisconsin don’t use the unique skills of dogs as much as they do in other parts of the country.  

Fred Carsky:

A lot of agencies are simply concentrating on technology.  Dogs can do a lot.  They really can’t be replaced by technology.  

Koerner:

Dog teams that specialize in forensic evidence recovery are very rare in Wisconsin.  Marhofke says most law enforcement agencies don’t even know what these dogs can do so he’s been trying to educate them.  

Marhofke:

It’s been a long uphill battle, but I think we’re gaining ground.  Each year we have more and more law enforcement agencies calling us, and we’re working with a whole lot more people than we did, say, ten years ago.  

Koerner:

Marhofke says he loves this work and he isn’t the only one.  His border collie, Zip, just can’t seem to get enough.  

Marhofke:

He’ll work forever.  He’s incredible.  He’s a one of a kind.  

Loew:

As you just saw in Liz’s report.  Forensic dogs like Zip can locate tiny amounts of evidence, such as a small bone or a single drop of blood.  It seems amazing but consider this.  Our noses have some five million cells that detect scents.  By contrast, dogs have nearly 220 million scent cells.  

That’s our program for this week.  Join us next time when we’ll introduce you to an entrepreneur it’s not always a sweet life when running a small business.  We’ll take you to an exhibit of extraordinary art created from very ordinary objects.  Plus, Art Hackett saddles up and takes us to the only college rodeo in Wisconsin.  That’s next time.  For now we leave you with a walk through the beautiful Sweeney Lake area in Oneida County.  I’m Patty Loew for “In Wisconsin.” see you next time. 

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant energy offering energy saving ideas on the web.  UW Health, providing specialty and primary care for all ages throughout Wisconsin.  Information on UW Health physicians and clinics, and on University of Wisconsin Hospital is available on the Web.  And Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, providing local education for the crucial occupations essential to our communities.  Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, communities first.  

