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Patty Loew:

Hello, everyone.  Welcome to “In Wisconsin.”  I’m patty loew.  We’re here in Pepin County this week.  “In Wisconsin” likes to travel around the state to bring you stories about Wisconsin.  A couple months ago, we mentioned that the one county we’d never been to was Pepin, so we decided that end our season with a bang and take our entire show on the road.  Our Pepin-Palooza takes you to some of this county’s most beautiful natural areas.  But murder and mayhem are also on tap.  And this woman is at the center of it all.  And find out why a local community lost its school.  And we’ll also investigate some of the other story ideas you, the viewers, sent in here in Pepin County.  

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive, as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the web.  And Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, providing local education for the crucial occupations essential to our communities.  Wisconsin's Technical Colleges.  Communities first.  Additional support for coverage of the Great Lakes is provided by the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

Loew:

A few months back, when we told you we were on the hunt for some good Pepin County stories, you deluged us with suggestions, including some recommending the spot I’m on right now, Maiden Rock.  We’ll tell you a little more about the legend of Maiden Rock later in this program.  First Andy Soth takes a look at your most suggested stories from Pepin County.  

Andy Soth:

We received dozens of suggestions, but four were mentioned again and again.  

So here are our most requested stories from Pepin County, what we’re calling the Pepin County Countdown.  

Number Four is the old Pepin County Courthouse in Durand, the last remaining wood frame courthouse building in the state.  

This courthouse served as the center of justice for Pepin County for more than 100 years.  But it may have been a miscarriage of justice for which it’s most famous.  In 1881 Charles and Milton Coleman, brothers and sheriff’s deputies, were gunned down in the street.  

Terry Mesch:

They were the first two law officers to die in the line of duty after Wisconsin became a state.  

Soth:

After months on the run, accused killer Ed Maxwell was captured and brought back to Durand for a hearing.  Maxwell claimed self-defense.  

Mesch:

There were shouts of “Liar!  Murderer!”  

Soth:

A large crowd filled the courtroom, one that Maxwell had to pass through as he returned to jail.  

Mesch:

A group of men had hidden themselves around the corner, and as the law officers brought Ed down the steps, they jumped the law officers.  

Soth:

Maxwell was dragged to a tree and hanged.  

Mesch:

We all are susceptible to our emotions, and particularly in moments where we are reinforced by a mob, we can be taken into a moment of irrational behavior.  Never believing that it could have ever occurred, but it did.  

Soth:

Using all natural, locally grown ingredients maybe the restaurant trend du jour, but they’ve been on the menu for years here at the Harborview Cafe.  

Judy Krohn:

We really cook here.  We buy raw ingredients and we turn them into something.  

Soth:

What they turn those ingredients into are these delicious dishes listed on the always changed menu board.  Meals that motivate diners to drive or travel by boat from miles away.  

Krohn:

We try to make sure they’re well fed and satisfied before they walk out the door.  

Soth:

Stockholm was a farming village founded by Swedes that today has become an arts community, filled with galleries and craft shops.  Stockholm is certainly welcoming to visitors.  They even provide bikes to ride.  Two businesses were mentioned repeatedly by viewers.  First was the Bogus Creek Bakery.  

Colleen Flynn:

When you come to the Village of Stockholm, you get that feeling of hominess, comfort, and the best way to take that feeling home with you is through a loaf of bread.  

Soth:

The other viewer favorite was Stockholm Gardens.  The owners once were archeologists working in remote Alaska.  

Beth Shide:

The nomadic life got to be a little old after we got married.  

Soth:

So, the couple started this nursery landscaping and garden supply business run out of a family farm.  

Shide:

We wanted to do something we could do as a family.  

Soth:

The number one story suggested by viewers was author Laura Ingalls Wilder, who is honored in a memorial wayside.  This cabin is a reproduction, but this is the site where she was born and lived the first years of her life.  The inside is empty, but the museum down the road in the Village of Pepin displays a model kitchen and bedroom of Laura’s era.  

Dave Smith:

Laura just had something special.  She really noticed a lot of what was around her and was able to write it.  

Soth:

“Little House in the Big Woods” recounts her time in the county.  It’s the first book of the Little House series.  All are available at the museum, some even in Japanese, a testament to the wide appeal of her stories of pioneer life, which have been attracting visitors here for years.  

Smith:

Our site here at the museum and the wayside on top of the hill all started because of the interest of her readers and that’s what will keep it alive.  

Loew:

A viewer email from Janis Cartman, who lives in Pepin County’s town of Arkansaw inspired reporter Liz Koerner to produce this next story.  She suggested we check out mystery author Mary Logue, who lives and works part-time from an old farmhouse in Pepin County.  Logue writes about the people and places in this rural area, but mixes in a generous measure of murder and mystery.  

Mary Logue:

I was really worried when the first book came out.  I was so worried that I left for six months and went to Tucson.  

Man (wearing sign that reads: “suspicious character”):

Hi, mary.  

Logue:

Hey, M.  

Logue:

They do try to guess sometimes who I’m writing about.  There are little bits and pieces of people I know tucked in here and there.  

Man (wearing sign that reads: “innocent bystander”):

Hi, mary.  

Logue:

Hi, Alan.  

Man (wearing sign that reads: “innocent bystander”):

I’m great.  How are the dogs?  

Mary:

Great.  

Woman (wearing sign that reads: “murder victim”):

Hi, Mary...  

Logue:

It’s freezing out there.  I hate it.  

Woman (wearing sign that reads: “murder victim”):

I know.  

Woman (with large knife, chopping vegetables):

Coffee?  

Logue:

I’d love a cup, Nancy.  Thanks.  

(Woman with knife turns around, revealing sign that reads: “main suspect”)

Logue:

Once you figure out who is the murderer, then you need to go, oh, yeah, and things kind of fall into place.  

I bought this funny, little, Swedish farmhouse 20 years ago, and I fell in love with the community and the landscape.  

Logue:

I was fascinated with how everybody knew everybody.  So I liked that.  I wanted to write mysteries in which it matters that the person has died.  

Claire Watkins, my main character, worked for the Minneapolis Police Department.  And she wanted to get out of the big cities and come down to what she perceived to be a safer place in the country.  But, of course, after she’s only here a very short while, she becomes a Deputy Sheriff for Pepin County.  And one of her neighbors is killed.  So we’re off and running.  When Claire gets a phone call, she might be going to the murder of someone that’s her neighbor that she knows.  And that’s a really different way to be a sheriff than in a big town in the Twin Cities or Chicago or New York.  

What happens in my books is often very dark.  I’m really more interested in the psychological components of a murder than I am in the puzzley parts of a murder.  I’ll describe one of my murders that I really thought a lot about.  I became really interested in the idea of how isolated a farm can be, and how a family won’t need to go any place, so that something could happen out on a farm and no one would really know what had happened.  So I do that.  I do kill off a farm family and then Claire has to figure out exactly what really happened there.  

I was fortunate enough to be up at Robbie and Ted’s, my dear friends, whether they were going to press their sorghum.  I was just constantly thinking this is really dangerous.  This thing’s wide open, you could fall into it and really get, you know, very badly hurt.  And then my devious and dark mind came up with a plot in which a sorghum press would work.  So there it was.  

One of the reasons I started writing about this place was I had just moved back from New York City, where I lived for four years.  The people there would ask me what it was like to grow up in the Midwest.  And when I told them about my childhood, running barefoot, going swimming, horseback riding, you know, no parental control at all, they were just amazed.  And it made me realize that there’s a lot to write about right here.  

And I actually use the landscape a lot to create a murder.  I mean, I’m really working with what happens here and what could only happen here sometimes.  Maiden Rock, which is this huge, big outcropping of limestone bluff that comes out of the bluffs.  And I had always heard the Indian legend.  Winona is the young indian maiden.  Her father, Waukesha, wants her to marry this evil brave.  Instead of marrying him, she goes to this bluff and jumps off so they can’t make her marry him.  I love this myth because anytime you’ve got this kind of large outcropping, you’ve got lovers leap or Maiden Rock.  It’s just a wonderful story that I wanted to take the name and work it into some other way that someone might go off of a Maiden Rock.  You know why I do what I do?  The only reason you really write is because it’s irritating, it’s fun, it’s frustrating, it’s exciting.  It doesn’t grow old.  

Loew:

You just heard Logue describe the legend of Maiden Rock, the place we’re at today, and the name of her latest Claire Watkins mystery.  You can find out more about the book at wpt.org/inWisconsin.  

Loew:

When we asked one of the state representatives from Pepin County what the number one budget issue is in this district, the instant answer?  School financing.  Governor Jim Doyle is asking for $11.2 billion in K-12 spending in the 2007-2009 state budget.  That’s a 3% increase from the last budget.  And while $11 billion is a lot of money, local school districts across the state would like to see adjustments in how that money is distributed.  They’d like to see factors such as declining enrollments and high transportation costs taken into consideration.  These are problems local school districts here in Pepin County have been wrestling with for years.  Art Hackett reports.  

Art Hackett:

The Durand school board is trying to plan its future, not knowing what changes the legislature will make in the state school aid formula.  

Galen Radle:

We’re going to have to be looking at a referendum.  Unless the system federally and state changes.  

Hackett:

Galen Radle is treasurer of the Durand school board.  He lives west of Durand in Arkansaw. spelled with a “W,” is too small to be a city or a village, but 15 years ago it was home to an independent school district.  Durand’s schools were in their own district.  

Radle:

That probably relates to the same reason that actually had the county seat at Arkansaw and Durand on different occasions, actually ended up in Durand now.  

Hackett:

Arkansaw was a kindergarten through 12th grate district with its own school board and its own sports teams, the Travelers, teams named after an old time fiddle tune, teams that were part of small town school pride.  Radle still remembers what he was told when he was first elected to the school board in 1970.  

Radle:

Don’t you dare sell this school down the river.  

Hackett:

What were they talking about?  

Radle:

They wanted Arkansaw School District to be maintained as a school district just like all the other small schools.  

Hackett:

In 1981 the Aransaw district built a new school, but the new building left the district with only around 200 students, nearly $1 million in debt.  

Radle:

The valuation of taxes was escalating so high on these so-called small farmers up and down the valleys that it wasn’t making sense.  

Avonelle Lamphere:

The ultimate bottom line, of course, is always money and it was the taxes.  

Hackett:

Avonelle Lamphere moved to a farm in Arkansaw in the early ‘80s.  She’s now the head librarian up the road in Durand.  

Lamphere:

Most of the population came, bussed in from the surrounding farm area and paid the highest taxes.  

Hackett:

Even with high taxes, the Arkansaw district couldn’t raise enough money.  

Radle:

We were losing good teachers as a result.  We’d have a very good one.  Next year find somewhere else because we couldn’t pay them enough money.  

Hackett:

By 1985 conditions were bad enough Arkansaw’s board proposed merging Arkansaw’s schools into the Durand district.  Radle says the idea didn’t sell well with voters.  

Radle:

They weren’t really for it because they wanted to keep the school just like all little schools did.  

Lamphere:

Some people were in favor of it because they thought the school in Durand provided more opportunities for kids.  They had quite a variety of different classes and sports and things that were available.  And then, of course, you had some that it was a small, close knit school, everybody knew everybody and they liked the small classes because your child could get more individual attention.  

Hackett:

Both districts had to approve the referendum.  It failed when the vote in Durand ended in a tie.  Arkansaw remained independent.  So every spring Aransaw High School would graduate another class, each smaller than the one before.  In 1991 another referendum was called.  Radle says this time the boards worked out an agreement in advance.  

Radle:

As long as they had the image, that was it.  

Hackett:

The images of the Arkansaw Traveler.  And the team name.  

Radle:

The name Arkansaw and the colors, and they were good enough to do that.  

Hackett:

And the agreement stated the Durand district would keep a school building in Arkansaw.  This time the merger referendum passed.  

Hackett:

The Aransaw graduating class of spring 1992 had no problem picking a theme for its graduation.  

[The Final Four]

Until recently, the unified district’s middle school was in Aransaw, a school with teams called the Travelers.  

Hackett:

Did it solve the economic problems from what you could tell?  

Lamphere:

It maybe stopped the taxes from increasing, but the tax still went up a little bit and they certainly did not drop down.  

Jerry Walters:

And as the revenue caps and the revenue limits came in in ‘93, ‘94, that started a cyclical decline in what we could provide students in this area because of the revenue limits.  

Hackett:

Recently, to live within those limits, the district moved the middle school students to the high school in Durand.  The Arkansaw building is now an elementary.  

Walters:

We consolidated buildings.  We went through two years of very emotional, very hard work, again, trying to reduce close to a million dollars over two years to again make budget.  

Hackett:

The Travelers now exist only on trophies from years ago.  Elementary students don’t play interscholastic games.  On the Arkansaw diamond, the Durand High School Panthers practice.  But even after a decade of cuts, the district still is in search of a long-term solution to financial problems.  

Radle:

Where is the end of the rainbow?  That money to come?  Can the taxpayers do it or is all the schools going to go kaput?  

Loew:

A task force made up of school board members and people from Durand, Arkansaw and the rural areas around here, will meet during the summer to explore the district’s financial options.  

Loew:

Pepin may be one of the smallest counties in Wisconsin, but it sure is one of the prettiest.  Producer JoAnne Garrett found the best way to get up-close and personal with Pepin County is to hit the trail.  

Terry Mesche:

It’s better than heaven.  This is a beautiful trail.  

JoAnne Garrett:

The Chippewa River State Trail.  It’s a 30-mile treasure, with a trailhead and 6.5 miles of trail in Pepin County.  Terry Mesche is the Economic Development Coordinator for Pepin County and one of the biggest proponents behind the Pepin part of the trail.  

Mesch:

And this is the trailhead to the southwest end of the chippewa river state trail, which stretches 30 miles from downtown Durand to Phoenix Park in downtown Eau Claire.  

Garrett:

Want to take a trip?  Follow the cub scouts of Tiger Pack Seven based in Durand.  

This Chippewa River State Trail is what’s called a rail-to-trail.  Most of it lies on the bed of an old Milwaukee Road Railroad line, built in 1882, and abandoned nearly 100 years later in 1980.  Efforts to secure and build this trail have taken years.  Over 15 years.  And, in fact, they’re just finishing up.  The trail was first built as a gravel trail.  Through county funds and government grants and private donations, they stepped it up, gone gravel to blacktop.  

Mesche:

One of the benefits to a hard surface or blacktop is that you open it up to more than just bicycles.  

Garrett:

And the trail is more than just a means of travel, because a quality trail equals tourists and tourist dollars.  

Mesche:

And so, if each visitor spends $10.  Let’s say, we have 10,000 visitors, okay, then we have $100,000.  If we have $50 per visitor, then you’re talking $500,000 that is new money to this area that is coming in from outside and being spent here and it stays here.  So it’s like, wow, this is big money that can happen to us.  Eco-tourism is a big catchphrase now.  We are in a unique spot, the heart of the lower Chippewa River Natural Area.  You’ll see swamplands, floodplain, hardwood for rest, a canopy of woods that over grow the trail.  It’s very aesthetic.  

Garrett:

Aesthetic and potentially quite a trip, for the Chippewa State Trail hooks up with the state’s red cedar trail.  Eventually, it will join up with the state’s Old Abe trail.  Start in Durand and that’s 70 miles of trail to travel.  When it comes to trail, Wisconsin wins.  

Bridget Brown:

We’re number one in the nation in terms of mileage for rail-to-trails.  

Garrett:

Bridget Brown is the coordinator for the Cepartment of Natural Resources.  

Brown:

We have about 2,000 miles of rail trail here in Wisconsin.  

Garrett:

That’s just rail trail.  There are literally thousands of other miles of trails in the state, with a variety of ways to travel.  

Brown:

From walking, snowmobiling, bike riding, rollerblading, certainly jogging, ATVing, horseback riding.  We certainly strive to be a system that provides for a real spectrum of uses.  

Garrett:

But all with one goal.  

Brown:

It gets people outside.  It gets people out in nature.  Not everyone wants a wilderness experience.  

Garrett:

Outside.  In nature.  Whether that be Tiger Pack Seven taking their first journey into the natural world.  Or veterans, like Vern Pinkowski, his four-footed pal Opie, who hit the trail every day.  

Garrett:

You come here very often?  

Vern Pinkowski:

Every day.  

Garrett:

Why do you come out here?  

Pinkowski:

I just think it’s a great place to walk.  

Garrett:

A great place to walk, a great way to take in Pepin County.  

Loew:

There will be a celebration ride on the newly asphalted Chippewa River State Trail on June 2, which is National Trails Day.  On that day, access to all trails in the state system is free.  For more information, check out our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin.  

Loew:

And that’s it for us, from Pepin County this week.  Join us as our special summer season kicks off on June 7, with a look at how some Wisconsin Iraq War veterans are coping with post-traumatic stress disorder.  “War Story: an In Wisconsin special,” airs in two weeks on June 7 at 7:00 p.m.  

In the meantime, enjoy this final look at some beautiful natural areas in Pepin County.  For “in Wisconsin,” I’m Patty Loew.  See you soon.  

Announcer: 

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive, as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the web.  And Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, providing the people of Wisconsin with the knowledge and skills they’ll need for the economy of tomorrow.  Wisconsin's Technical Colleges.  Communities first.  Additional support for coverage of the Great Lakes is provided by the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  
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