 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Wisconsin Public Television

Transcript: In Wisconsin #533

Original Air Date: May 17, 2007.  

Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to “In Wisconsin.”  I'm Patty Loew.  This week, meet a man who took matters into his own hands to serve the beautiful, but threatened bluebird.  

Man:

When I was small, when I used to go out and get the cows, you'd see bluebirds on every post, pretty near.  

Loew:

Discover what happened when a Sauk warrior Blackhawk took a stand 175 years ago.  And find out how one man's dream turned the stench of decaying fish into the sweet smell of success.  

Man:

We made this building debt-free in honor of what his dream was for the fishing here in Algoma.  

Loew:

Plus a spring trip to a secluded spot in Wisconsin.  

Announcer:

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive, as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the web.  And Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, providing local education for the crucial occupations essential to our communities.  Wisconsin's Technical Colleges.  Communities first.  Additional support for coverage of the Great Lakes is provided by the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

loew:

Lake Michigan supplies a bountiful catch for both commercial and recreational fishermen.  And many lakeshore communities reap the economic benefits.  The problem for these communities isn't the initial catch.  It's what's left behind after the fish are cleaned.  Smelly carcasses that clog the sewage treatment system.  One community has come up with a novel solution to this slippery problem.  Producer Art Hackett checked it out.  

Art Hackett:

This is a story about a symbiotic solution to a problem challenging many communities along the Great Lakes.  Call it a win/win/win situation.  

Ken Taylor:

Fishing is a very important part of the economy of Algoma.  This morning boats started leaving about 2:00 this morning.  Between 2:00 and 5:00, we launched approximately 65 to 70 boats.  

Man:

Not a big catch.  

Hackett:

Fisherman can on occasion actually be modest.  Overall these boats come back with lots and lots of fish.  

Taylor:

Fishermen come in, clean their fish, put them in the grinders, it went down to the waste sewer plant.  That was creating problems.  

Hackett:

The fish waste overloaded Algoma’s sewage plant, risking fines from the DNR.  

Taylor:

Algoma's a town of roughly 3,400.  With all the waste going down, we were being told that we were putting enough waste for a town of 30,000.  

Hackett:

And it was the fish guts.  

Taylor:

Yeah.  Yeah.  And fish waste costs about 15 times more than human waste to process.  

Hackett:

And Algoma was shelling out overtime to sewage plant workers to clean out chunks of fish.  

Pat Zastrow:

It's not a pretty sight.  

Hackett:

Doesn't sound like a job you enjoy.  

Zastrow:

Well, it had its moments.  Actually, this is pretty good.  After a day or two when the maggots show up, then you really have some fun.  Before the fish clean station, we'd have to empty this out every day and we'd have leftovers.  Now we're back to our normal once or twice a week during the summer.  

Hackett:

Enter the new fish cleaning station.  The legacy of Art Dettman, known as Algoma's fishing mayor.  

Taylor:

And in his will left money to the marina to make it better.  

Man:

This is really nice, I’ll tell you that.  

Hackett:

Which needed an improvement over the grinders once used to dispose of fish entrails.  

Taylor:

The grinders themselves cost about $10,000.  And they were broke down about every other day.  The big salmon heads are very hard.  The grinders wouldn't take it.  They would break down.  They would get plugged.  It was a mess and it smelled terrible.  

Man:

You want to see what those grinders look like, go to Sturgeon Bay.  They still got them.  

Hackett:

So does Kewaunee and just about every other fishing community along the lake.  

Taylor:

Give you a little illustration what it's like with the grinders.  They're so noisy.  You can't hear anything.  They like to shove the grinders full, then turn them on and you've got heads and scales and blood and guts and everything flying all over the place.  

So we started dreaming a dream last fall.  We went to Dramm Corporation, talked to them, that makes fish fertilizer in Manitowoc.  And we asked them the question, “Would you like our fish?”  

Hackett:

Manitowoc-based Dramm Corporation operates a plant on the edge of Algoma which makes fish fertilizer.  Demand for fish fertilizer, which comes out of these industrial-strength grinders is skyrocketing due to interest in organic gardening.  The fertilizer is made from fish processing waste.  

Chuck Bohman:

Right now we're getting fish from all five great lakes.  

Taylor:

Chuck has told us they were bringing fish from California, Chicago, any place they could get it because their line of fertilizer is growing, but they couldn't get the product.  Which really seems ironic with the product right here.  Why not send it to them?  We got engineers involved.  We had meetings beyond meetings to plan everything and get it together.  And if you wouldn't mind following me, I'd love to show you this new set-up that we have.  

Hackett:

The new cleaning station is an improvement over the cramped space around the screaming grinder.  There are two long tables capable of serving ten people on each side.  

Eric Piescheck:

This one, they kind of really went all out for the fishermen, extra hoses and sinks to wash your hands and knives off.  

Taylor:

We have 30 feet of cleaning space on both sides of the tables.  They have the sprayers that they can wash and clean up themselves.  Of course, you put the board in the middle so they're not giving each other a bath on the other side.  

Hackett:

A conveyor of the type that is used to move feed around a barn goes down the middle and carries the carcasses into a walk-in cooler.  

Taylor:

The fish come through the conveyor, then onto the elevator.  They come into totes that are 4x4x4 that will hold roughly between 300 and 350 carcasses.  

Hackett:

When the totes are full, Dramm's truck picks up the waste and hauls it to the plant.  

Man:

Overall, no, it's not going to be a huge part of what we make, but it's -- the Algoma plant is kind of a pilot plant.  Hopefully if everything goes good with that, some other cities up and down the lakeshore will look at this and decide to get it from all over.  

Hackett:

Algoma's fish cleaning station is the product of local ingenuity, a memorial to Mayor Dettman.  

Taylor:

And we made this building debt-free in honor of what his dream was for the fishing here in Algoma.  

Hackett:

The dream was for a better place to clean fish.  The reality is the city got a break from sewage treatment headaches and a local factory got a new source of raw materials.  All in the same catch.  

Loew:

Alderman Taylor says several other communities along Lake Michigan, as well as the DNR, have inquired about the fish cleaning station, but so far it's still one-of-a-kind.  

Loew:

Our next story is about a man and his passion.  Gordon Larson of Blanchardville loves bluebirds and because bluebirds have suffered a drastic decline over the past 50 years, Larson decided to take matters into his own hands.  Producer JoAnne Garrett caught up with him out on the road.   

Gordon Larson:

Lot of loads of the bluebird houses up there.  

Bluebirds were pretty near extinct around here.  When I was small, when I used to go out and get the cows, you'd see bluebirds on every post pretty near.  That was back in the '40s and the '50s.  From then on, started steel posts.  And years ago they had all wooden posts and they used to make the holes in the wooden posts, anything that was rotted out, they'd build a nest in, just a little cavity.  They're a very pretty bird.  They're really pretty.  And I love to see them here.  I don't know what's in this one here.  This is a new house.  About three weeks ago I put it up here.  I've seen bluebirds around here, but I don't know if they're nesting here or not.  We’ll soon find out.  We'll see what's in there.  That's a bluebird nest.  Look at there.  Three nice eggs.  She's still laying.  Makes me happy.  I have made over 2,700- - 2,715 this is.  Put the right side panel on first.  Okay.  Now we going to put the left side on.  

When I put them bluebird houses out, first time I come down here and put one up, I had -- I think I had two of them up here.  And I come down and there's eight bluebirds trying to fight over the first house.  Well, I went and got three more houses and I put like one up there, one there and one up there.  Next day they were all filled.  

Okay.  I don't know what's in this one.  We'll check it and see.  It might not be nothing.  It’s a bluebird.  Four eggs.  Four blue eggs in there.  I just redone it and I brought it out here a week ago.  It's already got bluebirds in it.  They like that open area.  Them beef cows keep it down.  They like that.  Open area, as much open as you can.  They like the open fence line.  

Something’s crushed all the eggs in there.  There was five eggs in that one last week.  A bluebird can't fight a sparrow off very good.  Sparrows are pretty mean.  They'll go right in the box and kill the young bluebirds.  Many times I went out checking the houses and found out maybe they'll be fighting over a house or something like that, but I just pick another one up that they can see and pretty soon the problem's over.  They all got a house.  And that's what's really encouraged me to do more on the bluebirds.  This one could have a sparrow in it, because I saw a sparrow fly off of the top of the house there.  A sparrow.  

I give them away.  I don't charge because I want to do something for the community.  Now it's ready for the top.  It's costly, about $2,000 a year.  That is no labor or anything.  That's just expense on the truck, material.  And now they're furnishing the materials.  I get calls every day.  Some of them want to bring lumber, some of them want to bring screws and they want me to keep on doing this as long as I can.  They'll bring me the supplies if I do it.  I'm glad to do it.  

They'll tell me ever since I put houses up there, the bluebirds quantity has just come right back.  I think we're in luck.  Four bluebird eggs.  Four nice bluebird eggs in there.  Everywhere I go now, they tell me one thing.  Boy, you sure brought our bluebirds back with all them houses.  Just the other day a guy come and got a bunch of houses, and he told his buddy up by Dodgeville, just put up a bluebird house there.  And he said I don't have any bluebirds.  And he said, well, why don't you take one of these houses that I gave him and put it up.  And two days later he had a bluebird in it.  And he was happy.  He wanted more.  

(Laughs) The bluebird man.  

Loew:

The Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the bluebirds' revival in the state.  The association can provide information on building your own bluebird nesting box and how to serve as a bluebird monitor.  You can find a link to that organization and more information about all of our stories on our Web site at wpt.org/inwisconsin.  

Loew:

We turn now to a story from our state's past.  The summer of 2007 marks the 175th anniversary of the Blackhawk war, a conflict that began when a Sauk warrior named Blackhawk attempted to reclaim tribal land and a traditional way of life.  It ended with a massacre of these Native Americans and remains one of the bloodiest battles ever fought on Wisconsin soil.  This tragic chapter marked the end of a long series of Indian wars east of the Mississippi and the beginning of the loss of Native American control of most of the land that would one day become Wisconsin.  

Narrator:

In the 1820s, thousands of fortune-seeking lead miners poured into the Indian lands that would eventually become southwest Wisconsin, creating a hot bed of tension and conflict.  

Kerry Trask:

There was a big demand for lead in the east with organization and plumbing going in.  So there was a lead rush, which was very much like a cold rush except not as glamorous, of course.  But thousands of people moved in and all of a sudden there was just a tremendous amount of chaos, and ruckus, and conflict, and irritation that suddenly filled this part of the world.  

Johnathan Buffalo:

There was tension between the Indian miners and the white miners.  They just wanted us out, period.  Dead or alive, I guess.  

Narrator:

In 1831 the united states ordered the allies of Sauk and Meskwaukee, or Fox Tribes, to abandon their lands east of the Mississippi, including the main settlement of Saukenuk.  

Trask:

As a result, the Sauk were kind of really caught in the whirlwind of it all and their society began to disintegrate rather quickly.  And Blackhawk who, of course, by that time was an older man and who had very, very strong memories of how it had been, arose as a leader, as a protest leader.  He wasn't a chief.  He had no official position in the tribe.  But at a time when the Sauk society was under tremendous pressure, a lot of people rallied around the old values and as a result, they rallied around him.  

Narrator:

Faced with bleak prospects on their new land, Blackhawk led a band of around 1500 back across the Mississippi river, triggers a massive military response.  

Buffalo:

He crossed over with his women, children, old people, horses, dogs, camping equipment, the whole cattail mats, everything.  He crossed over with that.  And when you go to war, you don't -- if he was going to war, him and his men would have just crossed over.  

Trask:

One of the hopes that he had, and certainly some preparations had been done in order to make this happen, is that he had hoped that if there was any resistance to the Sauk returning to Saukenuk, that the other tribes in southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois would rise up in kind of a general uprising in support of them.  Well, he crosses the river.  They make it to the Rock River.  And they begin to ascend the river.  And no tribes are responding at all.  And at that point Blackhawk just assumes that it's over.  

Narrator:

Blackhawk sent three warriors to surrender to a nearby militia.  The militia killed one of them, then charged the Sauk camp.  Angered at this breach of the rules of war, Blackhawk ordered a group of about 40 warriors to retaliate and routed the militia.  Realizing then that his band faced annihilation, Blackhawk retreated, eluding the militia and U.S. Army for two months through the Michigan Territory that would become Wisconsin.  As they moved west, a fresh trail was finally discovered by a local militia commander named Henry Dodge, who would go on to become Wisconsin's first U.S. Senator.  

Trask:

He's from Missouri and he moved to Wisconsin, the Wisconsin region with his slaves about a year before the Blackhawk war broke out.  And then struck it rich by discovering lead where Dodgeville is now located.  But Dodge had very driving political ambitions.  And the way to sort of create a reputation in those days in this part of the world was to create a reputation as a fearless Indian fighter.  

Narrator:

Dodge and his militia met up with the band at a place called Wisconsin Heights near Sauk City.  

Trask:

And here a battle occurs.  The rear guard of the Sauk are attempting to hold Dodge and William Henry from Illinois off, while the women and the children and the rest of the band make it to the Wisconsin river, which is about a mile from here.  And as a result of the battle of Wisconsin Heights, as it's called, a number of Indians were killed and no one knows for sure how many.  Maybe 60.  

Narrator:

The starving and wounded sauk band made its way overland to the Mississippi, where Blackhawk hailed a passing steamboat named the Warrior and attempted to surrender.  

Trask:

And as the steamship, which comes right in this area right here, gets closer and closer, he instructs one of the women to get some white cloth so that they can put up a flag, a surrender flag.  The woman does so.  The flag is raised.  And the response to that is canon fire from the Warrior.  Twenty-seven Sauk people are killed in the encounter.  And then as it's running short of fuel, the Warrior moves on down river.  

But that night, unknown to them, Henry Dodge, Henry Atkinson and a force of about 1,500 soldiers and militia arrise at 2:00 in the morning and then move toward this camp.  Initial contact is made by soldiers from Henry Dodge's contingent.  And what happens is what's known as the Battle of Bad Axe, because it's a little south of the mouth of the Bad Axe river where it runs into the Mississippi.  

The Battle of Bad Axe even by the accounts of some of the soldiers was much more of a slaughter, much more of a massacre, than a battle.  Young Indian mothers with children, with babies clasped to their breast are just very intentionally, deliberately, with malice, shot down.  There's a good deal of scalping.  There's a good deal of mutilation of the dead or dying Indians.  It is a real -- it is a real frenzy, a real blood lust frenzy.  

Meanwhile, the Warrior, the steam ship returns, and begins firing with grapeshot, which is a spray of particles, on these islands here.  And Indians try to climb up trees in order to get above the fire.  They are shot down from the trees.  They are shot in the water.  So that the number of dead people and dead horses is just appalling.  I mean, the river is just floating with dead people.  

And as the Indian Agent, Joseph Street, described, the water here was turned pink with the blood of dead people.  Out of the 600 people that may have been here, out of the 1,600 Sauk who had started off in the spring, around noontime after the massacre ends and there's a roundup of survivors, there's only 39 people left.  All of them women and small children.  

Buffalo:

The majority of people that were affected by that war were Sauk Indians.  The majority of them are in Oklahoma.  But my family got affected by it because my great-grandmother's mother was a child during that period.  And she was on her mother's back.  And she swam the Mississippi to escape the Battle of Bad Axe.  As a family, we're here because that little baby girl survived.  And that's the legacy of the Blackhawk War, survival.  But it's hard to forget, you know, as a people, what's happened to you.  

But the survival is the important thing.  We'll never forget the Blackhawk War, so-called war, because it touched us.  

Loew:

Every day through early August, the Wisconsin Historical Society is featuring a different eye witness account from the Blackhawk War on its “Historic Diaries” Web site.  You can find a link to that site by going to wpt.org/inwisconsin.  

And that's our program for this week.  Join us next time for an “In Wisconsin” road trip.  A few months ago, we told you that the one county we'd yet to get to was Pepin.  And when we asked for story tips from you, our viewers, we were overwhelmed with responses.  So for our final episode of the season, we've decided to take our entire show on the road.  

Next week I'll be in Pepin county bringing you reports about the beautiful natural areas and interesting people found there, as well as important issues like funding that affect people not only in Pepin county, but statewide.  We'll also check out some of the great story tips we got from viewers.  It's our “In Wisconsin” Pepin-Palooza episode and it happens next week.  

Until then, enjoy a short walk through Pine Hollow State Natural Area in Sauk County.  For “In Wisconsin.” I'm patty loew.  See you next time.  

Announcer: 

Major funding for “In Wisconsin” is provided by the people of Alliant Energy, who bring safe, reliable and environmentally friendly energy to keep homes, neighborhoods and life in Wisconsin running smoothly.  Alliant Energy, offering energy-saving ideas on the web.  The University of Wisconsin Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, providing cancer research, education and treatment.  UW Paul P. Carbone Comprehensive Cancer Center, comprehensive, as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  Information available on the web.  And Wisconsin's Technical Colleges, providing the people of Wisconsin with the knowledge and skills they’ll need for the economy of tomorrow.  Wisconsin's Technical Colleges.  Communities first.  Additional support for coverage of the Great Lakes is provided by the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

