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Patty Loew:

Hello and welcome to “In Wisconsin.” I'm Patty Loew.  This week, meet an Ojibwe tribal elder and discover how her entire life has been intertwined with Lake Superior.  Travel back in time through the paintings of this Door County artist.  And do you like heights?  You'd have to if you spent a shift with these folks.  Find out why the show couldn't go on without them.  We also have news about a conservationist, a canoeist and chickens, in Wisconsin.  

Loew:

Native Americans have ties to the Great Lakes that are centuries old.  My tribe, the Ojibwe, also known as the Chippewa, settled along the shores of Lake Superior long ago.  Today the Red Cliff band of Chippewa still live along that lake.  We continue “The Great Lakes Connection” series this week with a story about one of Red Cliff's tribal elders.  She describes how the waters of Lake Superior have flowed throughout her life.  

Genivieve Anna Goslin:

For the Indian people, it’s sacred.  It's part of us.  Big water. 

Narrator:

This is a story about Lake Superior, the largest fresh water lake in the world, and the path of this woman.  

Goslin:

I live by it all my life.  I was born in Red Cliff.  I'm 86.  On my business letters, I say Genivieve Anna Goslin.  

Narrator:

Genivieve was born with Lake Superior over her shoulder.  And there it has been for most of her life.  Genivieve Goslin is her official name.  But on the Red Cliff reservation she's called Grandma Gen.  

Goslin:

You go to the left.  

Woman:

I'm so glad you have the patience you do.  

Goslin:

Oh, dear.  

Narrator:

Every day, Gen makes her way to the Red Cliff community healthcare clinic, where every noon she joins the staff in the lunchroom.  

Woman:

I'm a very slow reader.  

Goslin:

You say you are, but once you get started, you're going just fast.  

Narrator:

And shares her years of knowledge of beading, moccasin making and Indian art.  

Woman:

A lot of times we get medical students that come here and work for so many weeks.  They're only here a couple of days before they start beading.  

Narrator:

Gen works here.  This is her desk.  She has a part-time job watching the children while their parents are at the clinic for appointments.  But the job has evolved.  And Gen's desk has become a kind of cultural corner.  

Woman:

Did you tell them the story about the Pow Wow this year?  The contest Pow Wow?  

Narrator:

A place to share connections, to share stories, like the time Grandma Gen won the honor dance for the whole tribe, beating out all the guys.  

Goslin:

Of course, when you have a honor dance, then they all shake your hand and go behind.  All behind.  I look back there and the whole thing was full of people.  They were all dancing behind me.  

Narrator:

She’s become a leader in her community.  A tribal elder, an elected member to the tribal council.  What brought this young woman to this path?  To this place in her tribe?  

Goslin:

This is my husband when he was in the Coast Guard.  That's him with his friend.  

Narrator:

She married when she was 22, during World War II, and settled in Red Cliff with her husband Jim when he returned home.  They had two children, Rob and Diane, who still live on the reservation.  But Gen's story turned when her husband died in 1959.  

Goslin:

Heart congestion.  And out of his head half of the time.  He wasn't himself at all that whole year.  He died in '59.  

Narrator:

After his death, Gen made the decision to get her GED.  And then applied for college.  

Goslin:

I got accepted from two Indian schools, Lawrence, Kansas, and Santa Fe, New Mexico.  I went to New Mexico because it was warmer.  

Narrator:

She graduated in Indian art, returned to the state and taught, and slowly she worked toward her master's.  

Goslin:

I went to school in Mount Scenario one weekend a week for five years, I guess, and that's when I graduated from there part-time, going part-time, and working at the same time.  

Narrator:

Gen finally earned her master's degree when she was 74.  Her dedication to education is a source of inspiration for many in her tribe.  

Woman:

When I was think about whether or not to go back to graduate school, I talked to Genny about school and having a family and how hard it all is.  And she told me about when she went back to school.  How old were you?  

Goslin:

61.  

Woman:

And you just kept going too, didn't you?  

Goslin:

Mm-hmm.  

Narrator:

She is indomitable.  Perhaps it's something in the water, something about those who have lived near this water.  

Goslin:

My mother's side, my grandmother got married to my grandfather in Canada.  And they came by canoe.  She was 13.  And he was 20.  They came by canoe from Thunder Bay, all the way to Bayfield by canoe.  

Narrator:

It's over 120 miles from Thunder Bay, Canada, to Bayfield, Wisconsin, as the crow flies.  It's at least that much by canoe.  For the Red Cliff, this enormous expanse of water is home base.  Lake Superior is a source of sustenance.  The lake is sacred.  Water is sacred.  And an important part of the tribe.  

Last summer, just across from the big lake, the Red Cliff nation hosted an important ceremony, a water ceremony.  

Man:

It's always good to see, being able to participate in our ceremonies, because it's always -- it always kind of brings you back to who you really are.  

Narrator:

The ceremony is for a group of runners and walkers, traveling from each of the reservations in the state as a kind of healing pilgrimage to heal themselves of sorrow or sickness or to heal others.  

Man:

I think that the reason why all these people show up is because it’s their spirit that craves them.  So it's a honor to do these ceremonies for you, so you all can see it and remember this for the rest of your lives and take it home to your families.  

Narrator:

The talking stick is passed.  Stories are told.  

Man:

I had art class with Grandma Genny.  And when I first started the class, I didn't really -- I was kind of skeptical of it because there was a lot of older women in there, and there really just kind of gossiping all the time.  And, you know, talking about men and this and that.  And I was like, man, I don't really fit in this class.  So I would just do my beadwork.  But after a couple weeks, I was beading and talking at the same time.  Oh, yeah, yeah, I heard what so and so said, you know.  (laughter)  

Narrator:

At the conclusion of the water ceremony, after the last talking stick has been passed, there is one more ritual, one more honor.  

All, (singing):

Happy birthday to you.  Happy birthday to you.  Happy birthday dear Genny.  Happy birthday to you.  

Narrator:

This day was also Grandma Gen's birthday.  There were numerous celebrations.  A cake, of course.  

Goslin:

Oh, such a big cake, you guys.  

Narrator:

And a cascade of hugs from her many friends.  

Goslin:

Thank you.  

Woman:

You're welcome.  

Woman:

Oh, you know I can't let your birthday go.  

Man:

Happy birthday.  You're very sweet.  

Goslin:

Oh, thank you.  

Narrator:

And as the fit Grandma Gen, she uses the opportunity of the day to make friends.  

Goslin:

I didn’t want to think of ever being old.  Same with you, before you know it, you're going to be as old as your mother and your dad.  And you'll back and say, oh, my gosh, I don't know where them years went.  I'm glad I met you, dear.  Oh, and have a safe trip.  

Girl:

You too.  

Goslin:

And a lot of fun.  

Narrator:

On the same day as her birthday and the water ceremony, Gen was asked as a respected elder to lead the first relay of walkers and runners out of Red Cliff.  Joined by her former students, she walks the first mile.  

Goslin:

For peace and harmony in the world and healing.  

Narrator:

This is another turn.  Years ago, this walk would have been an impossibility for Gen.  

Goslin:

I went to the doctor and he sent me to get an MRI.  Said, Gen, I can't do anything for you.  You're going to be in pain pills all the time.  I was laying there with my back killing me.  and I got up from my bed and I said, “This is not gonna get me down.”  

Narrator:

She walked every day by her beloved Lake Superior as a way to move through her medical problems.  

Goslin:

So I went to walk and pretty soon instead of a mile I was walking two miles a day and then three miles a day.  And I did that for a month.  And at the end of the month, no more pain.  It must have been from the lake.  And I think that it is healing.  The lake is healing.  I'm always looking at the lake.  If I never see it again, I probably would wither and blow away.  It’s just in your soul, I think.  

Narrator:

What we see every day can weave its way into us.  

Woman:

It inspires us to go back to school, get out and walk, make beautiful things at lunchtime.  

Goslin:

Thank god that I'm still here to enjoy this.  It's pretty, the lake, and everything.  

Loew:

Since we first met Grandma Gen last summer, she's had some health concerns, but we want you to know that she is now healthy again and back to walking her same route by Lake Superior.  “The Great Lakes Connection” series continues next week with reports about invasive aquatic species.  You probably heard about the zebra mussel and how it’s caused a huge environmental headache.  But that's nothing compared to the trouble caused by this tiny mussel.  

Man:

Every boulder, every rock is completely covered with mussels.  

Loew:

Find out how these UW researchers may be onto a way to zap invasive species.  That's next week.  In the meantime, you can go to greatlakesforever.org to see streaming video of our reports, read producer diaries and see additional footage captured by our award-winning videographers.  Again, the web address is greatlakesforever.org.  

Loew:

April 22 is Earth Day.  And appropriately, there is environmental news happening around the state.  You may remember the report we brought you about prairie chickens.  There are fewer than 1500 of the wild birds left in Wisconsin, and they live in only a unique type of grassland habitat.  Well, this weekend is the Prairie Chicken Festival, the celebration includes guided birding towers, readings by local authors and tours of grassland and wildlife refuge areas.  You can find more info about the festival on our website at www.wpt.org/inwisconsin.  

Loew:

Earth Day is the grand opening of the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center in Baraboo.  Pine trees planted by Leopold and his family were carefully thinned and used in the construction of this new center, which claims to be one of the nation's most ecologically conscious buildings.  

Loew:

And remember last week we told you about Rick Kark?  The man who made it his mission to canoe 300 of our state’s rivers.  Well, last weekend Kark successfully paddled the East Twin River in Manitowoc County, his 300th river.  But he's not stopping there.  

Rick Kark:

I've never done the entire Wisconsin River, from Prairie Du Sac down to the Mississippi, that 92.3 mile stretch of dam-free water.  I really want to do that sometime.  

Loew:

But first, Kark plans to extend his paddling beyond our borders.  

Kark:

This summer, for example, I'm going to do a major trip on the South Nahanny which is a Northwest Territories Canadian trip I’m going to do.  

Loew:

You can go to our Web site at www.wpt.org/inwisconsin to watch a report we produced about Kark and his mission.  And again, you'll find more information on our site about the prairie chicken festival and the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center grand opening.  “In Wisconsin” often introduces you to people like Rick Kark that you'd probably never have a chance to meet.  

Loew:

Now we're beginning an occasional series called “Unseen Places,” taking you to places that you'd probably never have a chance to go.  These places may have restricted public access or they just might be incredibly difficult to get to.  This week's place is both.  We take you up into the rafters of the Kohl Center in Madison.  That's where riggers hang cable and position equipment 70 feet above the floor.  Videographer Will Salzmann captured the action prior to the UW Varsity Band Show.  

Man:

In five days we take it all down again.  

Loew:

Thanks to Will Salzmann, who shot and produced that story for us, and Everett Soetenga for the editing.  The UW Varsity Band Show runs April 19 through the 21st.  

Loew:

The man in our next report would probably say that he leads a life a bit more down to earth than the riggers.  Watercolorist Charles Peterson has dedicated his life to capturing Door County's everyday moments from years past.  Back in 2005, producer Liz Koerner caught up with the modest artist to find out what drives his desire to paint.  The story is narrated by Jim Fleming.  

Charles Peterson:

They prefer the thought that my paintings are of great interest, but I would rather remain anonymous.  

Jim Fleming:

Peterson's paintings are of great interest, especially to collectors of limited edition prints.  Mark Quayle is the owner of the White Door Publishing Company.  

Mark Quayle:

He is without a question one of the most loved and respected artists in the limited edition print industry, not now, but ever.  

Fleming:

Quayle first saw photos of Peterson's artwork in the late 1980s.  

Quayle:

And you could see immediately looking at them that he was an extraordinary artist.  

Fleming:

One piece in particular caught Quayle's eye.  

Quayle:

There was one that was an old barn scene.  The title of it was “Sleigh Ride.”  And like usual, my discovery process was it was an old barn at first, but eventually you see, look, there's somebody there.  There's somebody else.  And I knew that there was a language there that people could understand.  

Fleming:

The language of Charles Peterson's art speaks directly to the heart, telling stories of the past with accuracy and affection.  

Peterson:

I have a powerful inclination toward historical things, so I take great pleasure in reconstructing some of the history of our part of Wisconsin.  

Fleming:

Peterson taught college art classes before taking up a paint brush full-time some 30 years ago.  

Peterson:

My training, but also I think my natural interest in history has turned me into what you would properly call an illustrator.  My artwork tells stories about human experience.  And I've tended to concentrate on ordinary human experience.  

Fleming:

The Miller Art Museum in Sturgeon Bay recently hosted a retrospective of Charles Peterson’s work.  Bonnie Harman is the direct.  

Bonnie Harman:

There's such extraordinary detail, even in the shadows.  In a sense, these paintings, they’re actually two paintings.  And he actually composes them that way.  There's a tremendous amount of work that goes into placing all of the ghost images so that one almost happens upon them.  Those are also placed compositionally to work with the rest of the painting.  They're very complex paintings, taking months to do.  

Fleming:

Adding to the complexity of composition, Peterson uses watercolors, one of the most difficult mediums to master.  

Peterson:

There's a perversity in me, I think.  I enjoy the immense difficulty of doing these things in watercolor.  

Quayle:

As a matter of fact, the way he paints, he paints the entire back scene, having masked out all the area ahead of time where the memory images are going to be.  They’re painted in last.  When you look at them, and understanding that when a watercolor artist paints, there's existing paint he's got to get up to the edge.  If he doesn't get close enough, there's a white line.  There's paper that shows through.  If he goes too far, it turns a hard line because it's overlapped.  And you won't find hard lines.  

Fleming:

Even though Peterson has great control of the medium, the creative process can be frustrating.  The fact his wife Sue knows very well.  

Peterson:

I was doing a field sketch of a little pond across from our house several years ago.  And a man came by who had to see me about something.  And Sue said to him, just go down the path and listen for the sound of cursing.  You'll have no trouble finding him.  And that was the case.  He did.  

Fleming:

The recent gathering for him was a retirement party.  He is retiring from the demands of the limited edition print market.  Tonight at this event, he unveiled the last one in the series of 60 paintings.  

Peterson:

The final release in the Memories collection, “A Painter's Memories.”  [applause] 

Fleming:

Charles Peterson may be retiring from publication, but he plans to continue painting for a long time.  

Peterson:

There's no way I could quit painting at this stage in my life because it has become an obsession.  My soul, my inner being, supplies an endless hope that a perfected painting will result.  

Loew:

Charles Peterson tells us that his fifth print series, “Gills Rock” is just being released.  You can find more information about Peterson and his work on our Web site at www.wpt.org/inwisconsin.  

Loew:

And that's our program for this week.  We leave you with an early spring look at the whooping cranes in the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge.  For “In Wisconsin,” I'm Patty Loew.  See you next time.  
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