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Patty Loew:

Hello, welcome to “In Wisconsin.” I'm Patty Loew.  This week the water may look clean, but discover why this river is an incredibly toxic home to fish.  Find out how this tiny insect is sending a huge shiver down the spines of state foresters.  And meet a young woman who draws upon her own hard lessons in life to inspire teens to seek a better future.  We'll also bring you the latest on the Eau Claire man who has made it his mission to canoe 300 rivers in Wisconsin.  

Loew:

Throughout April we are bringing you our “In Wisconsin” series “The Great Lakes Connection” exploring the ways we are tied to the valuable and vulnerable inland seas.  Humans have had a great effect on the lakes, even miles inland from the shoreline, that’s because the great lakes are fed by rivers and tributaries, some of which are heavily polluted.  Now, after decades of inaction, big clean-up projects are underway.  Still, as Frederica Freyberg reports, many people who cast their lines into those waterways are unaware of the continuing danger.  

Frederica Freyberg:

Teenaged children in the Lee family enjoy fishing the Sheboygan river.  Everyone in the family has a pole.  It's a sport they learned from their father.  

What have you caught here?  

Kou Lee:

Bass, smallmouth bass, sometimes trouts.  And usually during salmon season, when they come here, we get salmon, too.  

Freyberg:

The Sheboygan empties into Lake Michigan at its mouth and it looks clean and clear.  Sparkling in the summer sun.  

Freyberg:

Do you guys eat this fish?  

Lee:

Yeah, we eat the fish, too.  Like if it's reasonable, we'll take it home and cook it.  

Freyberg:

Do you feed it to the kids and everything, too?  

Lee:

Yeah.  

Freyberg:

But this water is so contaminated, experts in water quality won't go near it for sport.  

Tom Wentland:

I wouldn't, no.  Unless I was protected with rubber boots.  

Freyberg:

If one wading in the water is dangerous, what about eating the fish that live in it?  

John Nelson:

Generally speaking, the bigger carp will be the ones that carry the heaviest PCB burden.  The smallmouth, they are relatively hot at this point.  

Freyberg:

In fact, all sizes of all resident species of fish out of the Sheboygan river are on the state's Do Not Eat advisory for 30 years.  That's ever since the DNR discovered high levels of PCBs in the fish back in 1977.  They found the highest concentrations of the cancer-causing pollutant in river sediments downstream from a former die casting plant in Sheboygan Falls.  According to the EPA, soils and surface water are contaminated with not just PCBs, but dangerous heavy metals because of heavy chemicals used at the plant.  In addition to fish advisories, people are advised not to eat any wildlife in the area.  Of course, we alerted the Lee family to the advisory about not eating the native fish, just as we did others, because there are people who don't know about it.  

What do catch?  

Man:

Bluegills.  

Freyberg:

Do you eat them?  

Man:

Yeah, I eat them.  

Freyberg:

Did you know that there are advisories against eating them?  

Man:

No.  

Freyberg:

Fishing areas are supposed to be posted with DNR warning signs about eating resident fish.  We couldn't find any of the posted advisories at any of several locations we checked along the river.  Even among people who do know the danger, some just don't care.  

Charles Burns:

Sometimes people believe you shouldn't eat the fish out of there, but I've been eating the fish out of there since I've been ten years old, I'm 32 years now, I'm not dead, I'm alive.  

Freyberg:

Maybe it's hard to believe that water that looks okay isn't.  

Bradley Eggold:

People make up their own mind as to how risky it is to eat a trout or salmon, or smoke a pack of cigarettes a day.  We try and provide the information and it's up to them to decide how risky it is to do it.  

Freyberg:

There are pamphlets and even videos in different languages detailing the river’s fish advisories.  The DNR tests the fish in the Sheboygan river every other year for dangerous levels of contaminants.  That's how the pollution was discovered in the first place.  And after recording heavy contamination in the water and soil and fish for 30 years, work is finally underway to change the river for the cleaner.  

Man:

We have a pretty good track record of what's here and how it's changed through time.  

Wentland:

I feel encouraged right now, I mean, a lot of work has been done in the last two years, and we have moved a considerable amount forward.  We are actually in the river removing the sediment.  

Freyberg:

The Sheboygan river is a Super Fund site.  EPA and DNR  are monitoring a $40 million project paid for by the die casting plant.  Contractors are dredging tens of thousands of cubic yards of PCB-contaminated sediment from the river floor.  A huge serpent-like vacuum hose sucks it out of the river and into giant holding bags on shore.  The river water pours out of the bags and into a treatment tank.  Treated water, cleaned of PCBs, gets pumped right back into the river.  So far, this clean-up project covers just the three and a half miles of the upper Sheboygan River near the old machine plant.  Another 10 and a half miles down river all the way to Lake Michigan still has to be cleaned.  It's a project expected to take about seven more years.  

Stephen Galarneau:

We will be sampling frequently, annually, probably to test how successful the project is, and find out how quickly we get towards removing the advisory.  

Freyberg:

Removing the advisory against eating the fish and fowl in and around the Sheboygan river is the whole point of the long and expensive clean-up effort.  

Eggold:

We are hoping in ten years people will be able to fish here and consume the fish if they chose to do that and feel safe.  

Man:

Glad they are taking care of it.  It’s sad it had to happen in the first place.  

Woman:

Got a fish.  

Loew:

You can hear more about the clean-up of toxins on “Here and Now” this Friday.  Again, our sister program “Here and Now” will examine this issue at Friday at 7:00 p.m.  The Great Lakes Connection series continues next Thursday with a report that takes us to Lake Superior where we will meet an Ojibwe tribal elder who has a life-long connection with the lakes.  

Woman:

My grandmother married my grandfather in Canada and they came by canoe from Thunder Bay in canoe.  

Loew:

That’s next week.  In the meantime, you can go to greatlakesforever.org to see streaming video of our reports, read producer diaries, and see out-take video from the shoots.  Again, the web address is greatlakesforever.org.  

Loew:

Our next report also deals with an environmental problem.  But this one is on land.  “In Wisconsin” intern Laura Kalinowski reports that state forestry officials are standing watch trying to ward off an insect intruder.  

Laura Kalinowski:

Scott Neuberger and Trent Miller are bug detectives.  The forestry technicians are investigating a wooded area near Suamaco in Brown County.  

Scott Neuberger:

Just barely going through the bark, we'll girdle it.  

Kalinowski:

They are on the hunt for an elusive, dangerous creature.  One that could completely destroy Wisconsin's ash tree population.  The culprit, small enough to fit on the face of a penny.  

Neuberger:

It's very minute.  

Kalinowski:

Meet the emerald ash borer, seen here in its adult stage.  This tiny insect is causing a big uproar,  sending officials from the Wisconsin DNR  and Wisconsin Department of Agriculture scrambling to protect Wisconsin's ash trees.  

Bob Manwell:

The Emerald ash borer is an exotic invasive insect pest.  It's native to Asia.  It came into the country, we’re not sure exactly, but probably on imported forest products.  Should it become established in Wisconsin, all 700 million ash trees in this state are at risk.  

Kalinowski:

The emerald ash borer was discovered in the United States near Detroit.  Scientists predict it had actually been there since the early 1990s.  So far, the pest has destroyed 25 million ash trees.  Entomologist Chris Williamson explains why the borer is so deadly to ash trees.  

Chris Williamson:

It’s the larval stage that really is causes danger to trees, because it feeds in the cambial area, cutting off the vital flow of nutrients and water in the plant.  So it really destroys the conductive tissues in the plant, which causes the mortality to the trees.  

Kalinowski:

To avoid a fate similar to Michigan’s, Wisconsin officials adopted a state-wide survey process.  Forestry technicians set traps by girdling some trees, scraping off a small area of bark to make it attractive to the ash borer.  

Man:

At least it's designed to attract the bug to come to this area, because this tree is now wounded.  

Kalinowski:

After a few trees have been girdled, workers begin the felling process.  

Man:

Pretty much what we’ve got to do is different than when we were girdling it.  We’re just taking off the top layer, so we don't go too deep into it.  And what this does, it allows us to actually see if there's potential bugs in the area.  

Kalinowski:

Approximately 6,000 trees were girdled and felled state-wide in the winter of 2006.  The surveys were mainly conducted in high traveled and state border areas.  Those areas were deliberately targeted.  Like most other members in the beetle family, the emerald ash borer is not a strong flyer.  On its own, it moves no more than a few miles per year, a pretty slow rate.  But officials say the pest is getting some help.  

Manwell:

All of these pests spread by traveling under the bark of trees.  And when firewood is transported, this is a major conduit, a major highway for these pests to move from one area to another.  When people transport firewood, they can travel hundreds of miles, make huge leaps, travel state to state.  

Kalinowski:

Wisconsin's DNR and Department of Agriculture have imposed new rules for state parks and land.  No firewood is allowed in from more than 50 miles away.  

Mick Skarok:

Some of the firewood from Michigan has been moving in the last several years, and if you draw that line up through Wisconsin, you start to hit southern/southeast Wisconsin, and that's where we are looking.  So it could be here.  We hope it isn't, but it would be foolish to just put our heads in the sand and hope it's not here.  We have to look.  

Kalinowski:

One community is not waiting for the borer to be found.  Portage city forester Tim Raimer proposed banning ash trees on public and private lands in portage.  

Tim Raimer:

So we are telling people just don't plant them.  Because when the bug does get her, someone has to pay for the cost of the tree coming down, and why put yourself in that situation where you know this is coming, it's going to happen, it may be five, ten years down the road, but let's plant a tree that's not going to be affected by the bug when it gets here.  

Kalinowski:

Portage City Council passed the measure unanimously.  Is a moratorium on ash trees too drastic?  State officials say no.  

Skwarok:

I think it's a good idea that communities start planning for this in some way, whatever makes sense for an individual community.  

Kalinowski:

The portage model has many other communities intrigued, including the university of Wisconsin-Madison.  More than 150 trees are scheduled to be removed from campus, and firewood restrictions imposed in campus picnic areas.  However, all these preventative measures taken by communities and state officials may not be enough to keep the emerald ash borer out of Wisconsin.  

Raimer:

Ash trees will be no more in the state of Wisconsin for a period of time.  That's what is going to happen.  Every expert, the state tree pathologist, the head of the state in that division says it's not if it comes, it's when it comes.  Top people in the country say this is the biggest thing for trees in a long, long time.  It's going to eventually spread across the whole country.  

Kalinowski:

And it's not just the borer.  With increased globalization, invasive insect species may be a problem for years to come.  

Manwell:

With the globalization of the economy, greater movement of goods between North America and Europe, North America and Asia, there are many more pathways for exotic invasive species to come into our state.  

Skwarok:

It can be something as harmless as a bag of mulch or a small container of potpourri made from products from some other country that may contain some insect that is, you know, foreign to these lands that could be a problem.  

Kalinowski:

But in Suamaco, concerns about globalization are not the focus for Neuberger and Miller.  Their hunt for the ash borer is centered around this one particular forest where they continue to comb for clues, one tree at a time.  

Loew:

You can go to our Web site at wpt.org/inwisconsin to find directions on how to look for signs of the emerald ash borer in your own back yard trees.  

Loew:

Our final report this week features a young woman who is trying to make a difference in her community.  Student film makers from UW-Milwaukee followed Jacque Smith as she followed at-risk youth seeking higher education.  The film makers found that Smith had real insight into the struggles of the teens.  

[Spanish-speaking radio program] 

Jacque Smith:

I love doing things for other people, but this is one thing I'm kind of selfish about, that I do for me.  It's just like a weight off my shoulders and I can just have fun there.  

Smith:

Good afternoon, everyone.  The beauty standard always has seemed to be light skinned and blonde hair and the fact that Latino women are portrayed as fiery, spicy and sexually promiscuous in the media, how we think all Latinos are going to be like that, like images of J Lo.  

The passion that I get is from going back, back home, back to Mexico and being with my family.  I was born here, but I still feel like that's my home.  I spent all my summers there.  I grew up in both places, I guess.  We hired a maid for the house sometimes instead of her taking the bus back to her parents' ranch we would take her back and we would hang out with them.  When I really saw how things are and what conditions people have to live in, that's when I really started to get into it and see how we could do a little bit to change things.  

Tom Schnaubelt was the former executive director of Wisconsin Campus Compact.  He nominated me because I was bugging him so much about what Campus Compact does for minorities, and so that's why he was like well, just, you know, you go ahead and do it.  So I was like well, okay.  I had originally planned, I really wanted to work with the Hispanic community in Kenosha.  It's not that I wasn't able to, but I decided to team up with Mike Duchac.  

Mike Duchac:

Find out exactly how many kids we are working with.  The reason why they're selected is because their school social workers chose them probably because they are at risk.  They come from a shaky family setting.  

And I would recommend from my experience before the fact that most of the kids are African American or Latino, to have someone African American or Latino, a male figure, I'm thinking, too.  Because I know this might sound bias, but hold on.  The reason being is a lot of those kids come from homes where they don't have a dad.  

Smith:

I’m just saying, also the girls need a respectable, educated female to look up to as well.  

Duchac:

No, you are absolutely right.  We can have more than one.  

Smith:

We can?  

Duchac:

Yeah.  

Smith:

So many times, if I would try and talk with a guy, I'll feel intimidated because he's a guy and makes me feel like I don't know what I'm talking about sometimes.  

“In the name of beauty, women have crippled their feet, broken their ribs, inflated their breasts, deflated their thighs and lifted their faces and rears.  They have fainted from corsets too tight, fallen from heels too high, developed cancer from too much sun, died from too little food, often to find that the ideal they were trying to achieve has been revised.”   

I was always so self-conscious growing up.  I don't want other women to think like that, or other men to expect women to look a certain way and to think that's beautiful.  And if women didn't focus so much on that, we could be doing so many other things.  It wouldn't be a male-dominated society.  And then I start to think how different things might be if more women were empowered.  

What we are doing is asking for $229 for this project that we are starting, it's called Planting Seeds of Democracy.  We are trying to inspire like at risk lower income students from Racine, from the YMCA to get involved, to come to college, to see what it's about, to realize it is something that they can attain.  We want to have more than one speaker, maybe like Lena Taylor and some other people.  That’s what we’re still trying to figure out.  

Man:

How are you trying to promote that they can be accepted?  

Smith:

We are trying to inspire them to even think about coming to college.  

Man:

From a budgetary standpoint, yes, we can afford it.  But if we did it every week, no, we couldn't.  But because it's a special situation, I think the budget could afford this.  

Man:

Welcome to the University of Wisconsin-Parkside.  How you doing?  Smile, it doesn't hurt.  This office is the office of Student Affairs.  Our charge is to assist with closing the achievement gap between students of color and not students of color.  You going to college?  

Girl:

I am.  

Man:

Where you going at?  

Girl:

Here.  

Lena Taylor:

My name is Lena Taylor.  And I’m a state senator.  We are number one in the nation, our state is,  for incarceration of African Americans.  You have to choose to make good choices.  You have to choose to stay in school, and choose to get involved.  And if you don't choose those things, believe me, the statistics will get a hold of you and choose you.  

Smith:

Let's thank them for coming.  

It’s just a couple of kids, but it was so intimidating because they have had very different experiences than what I've had.  And I just wanted to kind of try to understand that.  At least we have made them think about it, you know.  And I know that there's a couple that are actually interested, and that makes me so happy.  I just think it's so unfair for some kids to have to live the life that they do when others don't.  And it's just not right.  I don't do the things that I do so that I can, you know, get my name heard or something, but.  Our wonderful student government president Dave Koss was giving the State of the School address.  

Dave Koss:

We are gathered here today as a testament to the involvement and participation of our most active and engaged students.  Mike Duchac created an educational program for underprivileged and inner city Racine youth.  Today, I want to thank Mike for this.  If we could only all be like Mike.  

Smith:

That one really bothered me, because there is a lot of work that has been put into this by both of us.  And I don't know, just kind of sucked.  But -- whatever, you know.  It kind of bothers me, but if you let that stuff get to you, you are not going to get anything else done.  That's not what's important.  So I try to push it aside.  

This is what I'm supposed to be doing.  This is what I'm here for.  It's just what makes me happy.  So by seeing what is wrong in our society, and addressing it, and doing something about it, helps me feel a little better that something can be done.  I’m Planting Seeds of Democracy.  It’s much harder than it sounds.  

Loew:

Thanks to student film makers Kelsi Stoehr and Rachel Wiederhoeft for that report.  

Loew:

An update for a report we first brought you in 2005.  Retired Eau Claire physician Rick Kark declared it his mission to paddle 300 Wisconsin rivers.  

Rick Kark:

It's kind of fun to just know that you have sampled about every inch of moving water in this state.  It's such a beautiful state.  The quest is not the most important thing.  The most important thing is being in beautiful places and doing something I really enjoy.  

Loew:

Well, Kark tells us he should achieve his goal this weekend on April 14th, paddling the East Twin River in Manitowoc County as his 300th river.  We'll let you know next week if he makes it.  

In the meantime, you can go to the Web site at wpt.org/inwisconsin to watch our entire report on Rick Kark as well as the rest of this week's reports.  

And stay tuned after “In Wisconsin” later tonight for a now documentary called “Shadow of Meth.”  It was produced by a consortium of television and radio stations by some of the Midwest states hardest hit by the meth epidemic, including Wisconsin.  The documentary includes a report from “In Wisconsin” Frederica Freyberg.  And it airs tonight at 8:00 here on Wisconsin public television.  And that's our program for this week.  

We leave you with a trip to Echo Rock in Sauk County.  For “In Wisconsin,” I'm Patty Loew.  See you next time.  
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