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Patty Loew:

Hello, and welcome to “In Wisconsin.”  I’m Patty Loew.  This week, find out how a sudden event near Baghdad blew apart the lives of these Wisconsin soldiers, scarring them both inside and out.  This once endangered animal came back so well that it’s no longer federally protected in our state.  Discover what lies ahead for the gray wolf.  And, watch as a chunk of Wisconsin's history is taken out of cold storage.  All that, plus a behind-the-scenes look at how we capture footage of the incredible wildlife found here on “In Wisconsin.”  

Loew:

This week marks four years since the start of the U.S.-led war in Iraq.  In that time, 29,000 Wisconsin soldiers have been deployed to the region.  And the number of deaths has risen with painful regularity.  Reporter Frederica Freyberg begins a four-part series this week that examines the war through the eyes of two Army guardsmen.  One a nurse and the other the commander of a Wisconsin National Guard medical unit.  We hear what it was like doing battle in Iraq and what happened one fateful day to bring them home.  We begin their story near Baghdad.  

Col. Kenneth Lee, MD:

We did a lot of convoys, I mean, two, three times a week we were out on the road taking chances, but you know, that was what our mission entailed.  Luckily, we had no deaths, but did have many injuries.   And nine out of the 72 members actually had a purple heart received for combat wounded.  

Sgt. Chris Cook:

We had a lot of mortar attacks, rockets on occasion.  

Lee:

Did I have enough men?  I wish I had more men and women over there to run all these missions.  But you know, like very war, the country is strapped for logistics of many different reasons.  So we dealt with it the best we can.  

Cook:

You know, the citizen soldier, if you will, we have doctors, nurses.  The majority of my unit was college students.  And you are going into an environment.  Granted, we all volunteered, but you are in a war zone and you have to adapt in a hurry.  

Lee:

I would have to say body armor-wise, they gave us what we needed.  In terms of vehicles, I don't think the medical unit had the types of vehicles that we needed to do the runs.  However, you know, again we adapted.  We used whatever kits we could find to turn it into an armored vehicle rather than a typical Humvee that's aluminum sided.  But our unit was seeing, on a daily basis, injuries and all that, about 60 to 80 patients a day.  

We had probably mass casualty, major trauma cases coming in at least once a week.  It’s a 24 hours, seven days a week service.  It does take a toll on a lot of people.  The mental stress of seeing the trauma day after day, working with young and old, such a devastation on a physical body.  It is heartbreaking.  

A lot of times, you know, we don't think about a person, we think about it as one of the medical triage.  But it's usually the afterwards, then it kind of hits you.  My God, that kid was really young that I just treated.  

September 12, 2004, one of the convoy missions.  We were stopped by a security checkpoint because they found a roadside bomb and they were clearing it.  

Cook:

We were traveling Route Irish, for people in the theater know it's a very dangerous stretch of road.  Three-quarters of the way through the trip, we were stopped by U.S. forces.  They actually had a vehicle across the road.  Stopped our three-vehicle convoy, my commander was in the first vehicle.  He radioed back and said they had an IED that was in the road ahead, and that we could turn around and go back or wait here for the bomb disposal group to come and take care of the IED.  He chose the latter.  We actually went against the cardinal rule, it’s always to keep moving.  And in this particular case, we were standing still, like I said, a target opportunity.  And many times, suicide bombers look for the standing target of opportunity.  And you know, not thinking that that was going to happen, but we were standing on the side of the road.  I think we were there for nearly 30 minutes.  And out of the, kind of the right side of my peripheral vision, I saw something moving real fast and I looked.  And there was actually a vehicle accelerating.  I raised my rifle up and pointed it at the driver's head.  And I remember firing once and right after that, I fired again, and the vehicle almost simultaneously after that exploded.  

Lee:

I remember the face of the driver clearly.  I also remember two shots ringing out right next to me as one of the nurses took a shot.  I remember the spider holes on the windshield.  And I remember an orange ball of fire and the heat that hit me.  

Cook:

It happened so fast.  When the explosion went off, one of the thoughts is I'm going to die here.  And you have the real quick where your life flashes in front of your eyes.  

Lee:

The first thing I saw when I saw the orange flame, I thought what's going to happen to Kate, my wife, and what's going to happen to my kids.  It played along that during the split-millisecond, I remember, here goes.  

Cook:

I fell down immediately, and both my legs felt like they were on fire.  So I thought I was on fire.  I looked down, and my left leg was twisted and backwards.  I could see the back side of my foot, which had my blood type on it.  

Lee:

When I came to, I remember hearing helicopter, I remember hearing screaming, small arms fire.  I'm not sure if we were under attack or the ammunition was cooking off.  But I remember a lot of pain.  And I remember the medic that came to treat me, and someone telling me that your vehicle is gone, it's burning.  

Cook:

I instinctually thought well, if my leg is off or nearly off, I need to get a tourniquet on it to stop the bleeding.  Otherwise, I will bleed to death.  

Lee:

I lost consciousness for about 15 minutes.  Other injuries are in my arms, hands and legs.  Luckily, my body armor protected me fully in terms of vital organs.  So I had -- most of the burn and shrapnel injuries and nerve injuries.  

Cook:

I was coughing up a lot of blood.  So, my first thought was that I had a chest injury.  Of course, then, God, I’ve got to deal with this now.  And my back hurt really bad, so I had them roll me over.  I actually had a piece of metal sticking out of my back.  I'm like, just leave it there, don't pull it out, it's plugging a hole.  Leave it in.  

Lee:

As soon as I heard small arms fire, I was trying to take cover, I knew I couldn't move, then I got scared again, I'm wide open here.  

Cook:

To realize how helpless you are, and the anger and the blame comes in.  I blamed somebody for that helplessness.  I pointed a finger at an individual.  It was my commander.  I was very upset with him and he knew that.  

Lee:

As a commander, you get blamed a lot.  And part of our job is to take the blame.  

Cook:

My commander has to live with that every day.  I don't have to live with that, that feeling of guilt.  I mean, I know I did what I was ordered to do.  He gave the order.  So he has to live with that every day.  

Lee:

It’s a very lonely job, commander.  

Cook:

I don't have that feeling of anger or blame any longer.  It is what it is.  It happened.  

Lee:

My job was to, you know, spend a year out there, and bring back all my soldiers.  That was the promise I made to the family members before I left.  I couldn't keep that promise and it hurt.  

Cook:

I really had a hard time coming to terms with why I lived.  

Loew:

Both men would continue to struggle with the after effects of what happened to them that day.  In all, three members of the unit were seriously injured at the roadblock bombing and Medi-vac’d out of the country for surgeries and treatment.  The suicide bombing left the soldiers with lasting physical disabilities, and as we'll show you next week, lasting emotional trauma.  

Cook:

My lowest point was just wanting to die.  

Lee:

I thought I could handle it myself, especially as a physician I didn't think I needed any help.  

Loew:

That's next week.  In the meantime, you can also tune in to “Here and Now” this Friday, March 23, 2007.  Frederica Freyberg will talk to Wisconsin Veteran’s Affairs Secretary John Scocos.  Secretary Scocos is also a Colonel in the Army Reserve.  He’ll be deployed next month to the Middle East, for a 12-month tour.  Even as Scocos prepares for his own tour of duty, he's working to call attention to a new congressional bill that would provide better mental health benefits to combat veterans.  Again, you can see the interview on “Here and Now” Friday, March 23.  You can also go to our Web site at wpt.org/inwisconsin for more information on this series.  

Loew:

A few weeks ago, we reported the gray wolf, an animal that had once disappeared from the state, had rebounded enough to be taken offer the federally endangered species list for Wisconsin.  Producer Jo Garrett looks at the changes in store for wolves and people in our state.  

Jo Garrett:

It's a wolf track of the gray wolf.  An animal that had disappeared from Wisconsin.  It's returned.  And returned in such numbers that it's been de-listed, dropped from the endangered list.  

Adrian Wydeven:

It looks like it crossed the road in front of us here.  

Garrett:

Adrian Wydeven is an ecologist for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  And he’s been following wolf tracks the last 18 years.  

Wydeven:

It looks like one or two wolves came south here, and then headed back north.  

Garrett:

By foot, by truck, by plane.  

Wydeven:

There they are, running wide open.  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight.  Wow, eight of them.  

Garrett:

He and his colleagues have counted the gradual return of this Wisconsin native, that had been driven from the state due to trapping and an actual bounty on wolves.  

Wydeven:

The big incentive was a bounty payment to pay people to kill wolves, plus there is no limitation on when or where you can shoot a wolf.  When you were in the woods and saw a wolf you could shoot it and make $20 on your luck of finding a wolf in the woods.  There was a lot of incentive to go out and kill wolves.  

Garrett:

By the 1950s, this track was gone from the state.  But by the 1970s, the track was back.  Wolves had returned all on their own.  

Wydeven:

Wisconsin wolves were not reintroduced.  Wolves returned on their own coming in from Minnesota.  All the wolves in the Great Lakes region are a result of a natural recovery, natural re-colonization of wolves, no re-introduction involved.  

When I started working with wolves in 1990, I had thought maybe if we could ever get 80 wolves in the state, that would be remarkable number.  

Looks like we are up to six.  

Garrett:

But the wolf rebounded in a spectacular fashion.  In numbers well beyond the DNR's expectation.  

Wydeven:

We targeted the population of at least 350 outside the Indian reservation.  Our most recent count, from the end of winter 2006, we counted 465 to 502 wolves in Wisconsin.  

Garrett:

So the recovery was on track.  Target number met and surpassed.  And a U.S. Fish and Wildlife service took the wolf off the endangered list in the Great Lakes Region.  

Wydeven:

When they are de-listed, they moved from the federal list of endangered species and management is returned to the state then.  

Garrett:

What will that mean in Wisconsin?  

Wydeven:

They’re no longer in danger of disappearing from the state.  But it doesn't mean they are not a protected species.  We still will continue to protect wolves, and they still will be a highly protected species in the state.  

Garrett:

Currently they are a state protected wild animal.  And so their population is monitored.  On this day, Wydeven and a DNR conservation warden set about retrieving a radio-collared downed wolf to determine why it died.  This kind of monitoring will continue to ensure that the overall population stays healthy.  That disease or illegal kills doesn't tip the numbers below the target goals.  

Wydeven:

Even with 400, 500 wolves, that's a small population compared to most of our other wildlife species in Wisconsin.  We have 14,000 black bears.  We have probably 3,000-4,000 bobcats.  Compared to many of other wildlife species, it's a low number of animals.  

Garrett:

Not only are state protected animals monitored, they cannot be hunted.  They can be trapped or shot only in special circumstances.  But those 500 wolves that are in Wisconsin are having an effect, one way, very subtle.  

Wydeven:

We have done some analysis that shows that areas that are in the middle of wolf pack areas have a higher diversity and greater biomass of wild flowers.  So, there is some impact there, that because they're a lower deer density and the deer are moved around more by wolves, they are having less impact on the vegetation.  In the long-term, may be better for the regeneration here because of the presence of wolves.  

Garrett:

The 500 wolves have had another impact, and it's not positive.  

Wydeven:

One of the things we start seeing with our population as we have gotten above the target goal of 350, is that we’re having a lot more levels of degradation, wolves getting on the farm.  

Judy Anchak:

In 2003, we lost two calves.  And in 2004, we lost four calves.  Last year, we lost six calves.  

Garrett:

Judy Anchak and her son Steve run a cattle farm near rice Lake.  They have lost animals to wolves.  It's been a financial stress.  

Anchak:

If the wolves keep coming, they get more of my calves, I can't keep up.  Pretty soon we'll have no income.  

Wydeven:

What we need to be able to do, when wolves start to become a nuisance animal, we need to remove those animals from the landscape completely.  And the federal listing as endangered species did not give us the flexibility to do that.  

Garrett:

Since wolves have been removed from the federal endangered species list, under state management wolves that prey on farm animals can be trapped and euthanized.  And some day, the state may even allow a hunting season.  

Wydeven:

A public hunting or public trapping season could occur at some future date.  That further would indicate just the success of the recovery efforts.  Some of the species that we are hunting in the state now, such as turkeys, you know, has been highly successful.  We have hunting seasons on bobcat and the populations have grown.  For some species, it's an indication the populations have achieved healthy, successful, sustainable levels.  This is probably one of the most hated and most loved of wild animals.  

Garrett:

The gray wolf has returned to Wisconsin with a strong, sustainable population.  And now, Wisconsin is determined how best to manage this animal.  

Loew:

The report was shot by Frank Boll.  Boll is a long time hunter and outdoorsman.  And for the past two years, he's been trying to capture footage of the elusive wolf.  Here is an inside look how Boll captured those wildlife moments on tape.  

Garrett:

He skis in.  

Frank Boll:

7:32, frost on the weeds this morning.  

Garrett:

And this is where he stays.  

Boll:

Trying to tape wolves who might happen to come by this area.  

Garrett:

Over three weekends, through some of winter's coldest weather.  

Boll:

I have seen them here in the summer.  

Garrett:

Boll sat in this blind and watched for wolves.  

Boll:

Sure would be picturesque if wolves came out of there.  

Garrett:

No wolves, but plenty picturesque.  

Boll:

It’s 5:50 Sunday morning.  

Garrett:

The days start before dawn.  But there are gifts along the way.  You gather sunrises.  You collect the signatures as the clouds write on the sky.  You get to watch the day wake up.  

Boll:

Now it's 8:27.  It's 9:55.  

Garrett:

And during the day, you keep an eye out for wildlife.  Here is a river otter, a very nervous river otter, that stood, that skulked, that slid on its stomach.  And finally, frolicked off.  Lost to the winter.  And over the three weekends, through sunrises and sunsets, Boll got many glimpses of the wolves' prey.  He saw them parade, and fight, and posse up, and slip away.  And after all those weekends, did Boll find any wolves?  Well, in the last light of the day barely discernable, this elusive animal that hunts at night made an appearance.  It's small in the frame.  It's grainy.  It wets the appetite for more.  

Loew:

Boll continues to pursue footage of wolves for a series of reports we plan to air next winter.  And by the way, in case you couldn't quite make it out, in the very last shots, a total of eight wolves passed by Boll's camera.  

Though we officially cross the line this week into spring, our final report hearkens back to the cold days of winter.  In fact, it recalls the days when winter ice had a year-long importance.  Andy Soth explains.  

Andy Soth:

Today, if you want something cold, just open the fridge.  If you want ice, you might not need to do even that much.  Planning a picnic?  Ice in the bag is at any convenience store.  But before we had ice on demand, it had to be harvested.  And Wisconsin, with its ample fresh water was a great place to do it.  

Before the fridge, people used a literal ice box.  They would set this sign in the window to indicate how much was needed.  And the ice man cometh.  But that era has melted away.  Except for here in Junction City.  For the last 40 years, the Junction City Ice Company has annually broken the ice on a local spring fed pond and sold it in the summer for community and church picnics.  

Bob Berndt:

They use it to cool their pop or beer or whatever.  

Pat Arnold:

It's a not-for-profit organization and the money gets put back into the community.  We buy things for the park.  And a lot of it goes to the Boys and Girls club locally.  

Soth:

It started when the local Sioux Line Railroad closed its ice house and the volunteer fire department needed a new ice source for the annual picnic.  

Arnold:

They did it because they needed ice.  And they saw the good things they could buy with the money for the community, that's how it grew.  And that's why a lot of us don't want to let it die.  

Soth:

It is still done the way it was years ago.  After the snow is cleared off, a four-foot saw blade is pulled across the lake.  In Junction City, they are using a blade driven from an engine from a Ford Model A

Berndt:

It's an antique ice cutter.  

Soth:

The huge ice cubes are channeled through a conveyor, and loaded on a trailer, then driven to the community's storage shed where they are stacked and insulated with sawdust.  The ice stays intact through the hot summer.  

Arnold:

It actually lasts like two times longer than regular ice, man-made ice.  You lose a block of man-made ice within about a half day.  This, two days later, you'll see a piece of ice.  

Soth:

Even if the natural ice lasts longer, sales have declined.  As more picnics rent refrigerated taps and beer trailers, there are fewer cans and bottles to keep on ice.  So, the ice company has turned to other fundraisers.  

Arnold:

The golf outing is the Ice Company Outing.  We get a big turnout for that, people want to keep the whole tradition going.  So hopefully when I'm to that age, somebody else will take over and keep the ice company going.  

Soth:

To inspire that next generation, former art teacher and now elementary school principal, Pete Perner, leads kids and their parents in ice sculpting.  

Peter Werner:

Well, I was surprised during the school week, I start talking to kids, some did not know about it.  When they get a little bigger, maybe they'll be out on the lake helping with the actual harvest.  

Soth:

Even if no ice is sold, gathering for the harvest has its own value.  

Arnold:

It really brings all kinds of people together.  It's just a good thing.  Some good people doing a good thing.  And that's how we want to keep it going.  

Loew:

And that's our program for this week.  We transport you back again to spring with this video postcard from Rush Creek in Crawford County.  For “In Wisconsin,” I'm Patty Loew.  See you next time.  

Captioning services by Riverside Captioning Company.  

