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Loew:

Hello, and welcome to "In Wisconsin." I'm Patty Loew.  This week as we consider our blessings during this holiday season, we have for you three inspirational stories, stories about women who have met and overcome great personal odds.  First, meet this jazz singer who rediscovered her love for music when her life hit a terribly wrong note.  Then find out how a brave decision from the heart made this woman a medical pioneer of sorts.  And discover how these sled dogs pulled this woman through the fight of her life.  We'll also take you for a walk along a snowy section of the Lake Michigan shoreline, "In Wisconsin." 

Loew:

Our first story deals with second chances.  Lynne Barber had always had a love for music, but as time went on, devoted less and less time to it.  Producer Fred Wessel reports that it took a detail in life to convince barber to give her long-time musical love another go.  

Music:

Someday he'll come along,
The man I love

Lynne Barber:

I always wanted to be a singer.  When I was two years old I remember telling my mom that I wanted to be a singer.  And when I was two years old, I had rhythm.  I could carry a tune.  I used to listen to the radio all the time.  I knew all the songs; I listened to Sinatra, Doris Day, and Dinah Shore.  You heard all that good music on the radio in those days, in the 40's.  And that was every day.  Every day of your life you listened to the radio.  And then, my mother and I used to sing together a lot.  She had good record albums.  I remember her Fats Waller album, or the 78s.  I can remember sitting on the couch and my legs sticking out because I was so little and that big album on my lap.  It was so big.  

Man:

Lynne Barber and Friends.  [Applause]

Music:

You hear the song in my heart,
I behold your adorable face

Barber:

We had a small group in high school.  The guys were a year older, ahead of me in high school.  And they played very well.  So I auditioned with the piano player, who was phenomenal.  I sang a few tunes with him and that night I got to work with him.  

Music:

I try to think, 

Love is not around

Still… 

Barber:

I was very lucky to be raised in a college town in Oregon.  So when I first started singing with this group, when I was in high school and first started singing, we had a job almost every weekend because of sorority dances, fraternity dances.  

So then, when I was 19, I left home.  I went to San Francisco, pretty much started singing right away.  Found a day job, of course, because you couldn't really make a living doing what I was doing.  And I worked just mostly weekends.  And this one place where I worked for quite a while on weekends, the club owner wanted me and two musicians.  And not being really a very business-type person I said, well what if I sing for nothing and we get three musicians, piano, bass, and drums?  And of course he said, sure.  

I wanted to sing and I wanted good musicians behind me.  So, I'd rather get good ones and let them get paid, and I didn't get paid but I did get, I got a meal.  And that's how that all started.  

I was very fortunate, because that was in 1959 and 1960, and jazz was really on its way out during that, you know, in the 1960's.  

Music:

Excuse m, 

While I disappear 

Barber:

There was so little work.  I didn't really work.  Once in a blue moon, I would work.  But I just kind of got out of it.  No, I wasn't going to go rock 'n' roll.  I didn't want to do that, oh.  

Music:

Someday he'll come along, 

The man I love 

Barber:

I would say I was not singing anymore, at least 30 years, 35 years.  You never think it's going to happen to you.  I didn't even know I had cancer.  I went to the doctor, which was on a Friday.  And Monday, the following Monday, I was in surgery.  

Music:

He looked at me and smiled, 

I'll understand 

Barber:

When they first told me I'd lose my hair that kind of bothered me, but my chemo treatments, I was very fortunate with my chemo treatments balls I did not get sick.  And I didn't mind walking around the house bald.  I didn't think I looked that bad.  And even without eyebrows and lashes, I didn't think it was that bad.  Put her to sleep.  Hey, Blossom (cat).  

I was very fortunate.  I'd go up for my chemo treatments, and I'd see these people up there, and oh, and young people, so many young people.  

Music:

He'll build a home for two… 

Barber:

I always tried to keep my voice in shape.  Something told me I guess I should.  And then when I got cancer I thought, whoa, you know, no more procrastinating.  You'd better do something because you might not be around.  After my surgery and they brought me up to my room, I said, when I get up and out of here, I am going to take some vocal lessons at the conservatory. 

There was a singer in town, and I'm going to see if I can get some vocal lessons.  It took me a long time to call her.  I was afraid.  I didn't have the nerve.  And finally one day I just called the conservatory.  

Adekola Adepapo:

And Lynne came in and she sang for me, and I said golly, she's really good.  And then after talking to her for a little while, I found out she had been a professional singer.  

Barber:

I was so happy that I, at the end of the lesson it made me feel so good.  

Adekola Adepapo:

And she is magnificent.  I am so proud to have been a part of her coming back and her healing.  

Woman:

The main reason we are here tonight, Lynne Barber is here this evening with the Milwaukee Ladies of Jazz.  

Man:

It's very difficult to find a good jazz singer.  And now we're starting to discover with Lynne that, you know, there's a very good jazz singer in town.  

Woman:

In fact, on the way here, it was pouring rain, and so we thought, should we really go?  And we went, oh yeah, we'll go.  It's worth it.  

Music:

Was there such a night 

Barber:

I have a gift.  You know, I was given this gift so I had better use it well.  I was given this gift and I didn't use it for 30-some years.  And I started using it again, and I still had it.  

[Applause] 

Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you.  

It was not taken away from me.  

Thank you so much.  

So I'd better darn well use it well.  There are so many beautiful tunes out there.  I hope I live long enough to do almost all of them.  I'm just so fortunate to be doing what I love doing.  Who would have thought that at my age, I'm 66, that I would be having such a wonderful time?  

[Applause] 

Loew:

Lynne Barber has been cancer free since recovering in 2004.  If you'd like to hear her sing in person, the Lynne Barber Trio appears every Thursday evening at a restaurant on Milwaukee's south side.  You can find more details on our website at wpt.org/inwisconsin.  

Music:

With a song in my heart 

I behold your adorable face 

Loew:

Twenty years ago, the woman in our next story took a leap of faith against uncertain odds.  Sue Gray made a decision from the heart to take a big risk.  Art Hackett reports it was a decision that changed, and probably saved, Gray's life.  

Woman:

Is it somebody's birthday?  

Woman:

Yes.  

Hackett:

In spite of the cake and balloons, this is not exactly a birthday party.  It's a celebration of an event that gave Sue Gray a new life about 20 years ago.  In preparing for the party, Gray went through a book of photos from that era.  

Sue Gray:

And when I was pulling everything out and I'm looking at these pictures I'm thinking, I was really sick.  

Hackett:

Gray said her problems began in 1977 when she was 25.  

Gray:

I started having headaches, and they couldn't figure out what it was.  They thought it was migraines, and I was short of breath a lot.  

Hackett:

Gray's doctor sent her to UW-hospital in Madison where they diagnosed her condition.  

Gray:

It's called Idiopathic Hypertrophic Sub-aortic Stenosis.  

Hackett:

Or IHSS for short.  Dr. Edwards is the chair of cardio-thoracic surgery at UW Hospital

Edwards:

This muscle bulges into the chamber of the heart such that it actually obstructs the flow of blood through that valve.  They literally cannot pump to keep up with their body's demands.  

Gray:

And I used to play volleyball and be very active, and they said you have to stop and be inactive now.  

Edwards:

And the more the heart is stressed, the more it tries to squeeze, the bigger the muscle becomes, more the obstruction.  

Hackett:

The condition runs in families.  Not long after Sue gray was diagnosed, her brother shown in the center of this photo died of IHSS.  Later, two of his children also died.  By 1983, Gray and her family were in Mississippi where her husband was in the military.  There was little doctors could do other than prescribe drugs to treat the symptoms.  

Gray:

And I was at an Air Force hospital because I was getting more congestive heart failure, and they said that you might think about a transplant.  And I was like, oh, yeah.  It just sort of -- I put that in the back of my mind.  

Hackett:

Which was just as well.  Dr. Edwards said transplantation was considered chancy at that time.  

Edwards:

In the late 1970's, there was almost a moratorium on transplants, just because the outcomes were so poor.  The one-year survival was in the 40% range.  Things like that.  

Hackett:

In 1984 the Grays moved back to Montello.  

Gray:

I was getting worse.  I could feel it.  My body was changing.  It was starting to affect like my liver.  I was getting a grayer color, because the heart was getting worse and worse.  I didn't realize how bad it was.  

Hackett:

Doctors decided it was time to reconsider a procedure they had previously rejected.  

Gray:

This is Dr. Edward Scanlan.  He was the cardiologist who referred me to UW-Madison and he got me my heart and got me evaluated.  

Hackett:

Sue’s transplants were becoming more successful, and in any event, her condition was becoming much worse.  

Edward Scanlan:

I just remembered that Susan was at the end stages of her heart problem that we were up against it with no other options.  

Gray:

Mary's here.  She was the nurse with me the night I had my transplant, and then she became my transplant coordinator.  

Mary Michalski:

Susanne was an unusual case in why she needed a transplant.  It hadn't been done very often at that point.  

Hackett:

In June of 1986 Sue Gray became the 28th person to receive a heart transplant at UW Hospital.  

Gray:

The nurse that was with me that night, Mary, she was wonderful.  She made me very comfortable, at ease.  I wasn't afraid.  I just had come to peace with everything.  

Hackett:

Gray says she remembers little about the surgery other than the time in the recovery room.  

Gray:

I remember my father coming in and pinching my checks and going, you've got color again.  

Hackett:

Sue Gray and her doctors didn't know it at the time, but heart transplantation offered more hope than could ever have been expected.  When she had her transplant, new anti-rejection drugs were improving chances of survival, but because of a lack of data no one knew it at the time.  

Edwards:

The data was still the data that was hanging over from the 1970's and early 80's, so you would have probably been told your chance of living five years was maybe in the 50% range if you were lucky.  

Hackett:

And nobody would have told you 20 years.  

Edwards:

Oh, almost, really that was just sort of a twinkle in the transplanter's eyes.  

Hackett:

The doctor who performed Sue Gray's transplant has since retired.  

Gray:

Each day I set goals.  My son was, like I said, nine years old at the time.  I wanted to see him graduate from eighth grade.  After we did that, I wanted to see him graduate from high school.  I did that.  

Hackett:

Twenty years later Sue gray got to see her son get married.  

Gray:

Every year and every day is a celebration, but it was like 20 years.  This was another earlier group.  I believe they're all gone.  

Hackett:

Sue Gray's entering rare fide air.  She's the longest surviving female transplant patient from UW Hospital.  

Gray:

That's what's hard.  

Hackett:

The longest surviving male patient from UW had his transplant only two and a half years before she had hers.  

Gray:

Yeah, it is a little bit scary, but I think each transplant that's gone before me and that will go after me, we all learn from.  And the longer I can stay living, take care of myself, that's my main goal, is to take care of myself and keep myself healthy.  

Edwards:

So what we're looking at is the first generation, if you will the baby boomers of heart transplants.  This is the first generation that's actually getting out that far, and the current people that we're transplanting may be looking at 30 or 40 years of transplant survival.  

Hackett:

Sue recently got a personalized license plate.  It says 2 HRTS, a way of remembering her donor, a person who remains anonymous.  

Gray:

I believe I have two hearts.  I have his heart and I have my heart, but it's one.  So, I think of the person every day.  He was 28 at the time and I was 33.  And I thank God for him every day and say a prayer for him every day.  

Loew:

Since Art produced that story last summer, Sue Gray has had to fight a new battle.  This fall, she was diagnosed with cancer of the esophagus.  Gray said her heart is holding up okay during therapy.  We wish her the best.  

Loew:

The woman in our final story, Candi Bradley, took up dog sledding more than a decade ago.  What Bradley didn't know when she started is that her Alaskan huskies would help pull her through more than the season of snow.  As producer Liz Koerner found, the dogs also helped guide Bradley through a very stormy time in her life.  

Candi Bradley:

It's fun.  And it's fun to watch them work.  You watch to see that everyone has a tight tug line so you know that they're not goofing off.  Good girls.  The girls.  Sled dogs are neat because they're so happy.  

Loew:

Candi Bradley loves to take her dogs sledding.  It's a passion that her husband, Mike, shares.  

Bradley:

When they brought my dogs, I asked them to bring a few more dogs, so Mike could do it, too, because it's always nice to have help.  There's nothing better than having your sweetheart go dog sledding with you.  

Loew:

The Bradleys have 19 Alaskan huskies.  They're a mixed breed, so they don't all look the same.  They have different personalities, too, but they all enjoy attention.  

Bradley:

Good puppies, yeah.  Yes, very good puppies.  These are hooked to each other, and then you attach it to the tug line.  

Loew:

Snow fall comes too late in the season to get the dogs in shape for racing, so they take the dogs to the trail with an ATV instead of a sled.  

Bradley:

A few years ago, it was great snow and we had 10 miles of trails.  Last year, there wasn't hardly any snow anywhere in Wisconsin.  

Loew:

The success of a team in a race depends on the performance of the lead dogs.  

Bradley:

A good leader is essential, but you also have to have a relationship with that leader, where they'll listen to you, and Leopard does.  When she comes to an intersection, you can visibly see her kind of perk up, and you don't tell her ahead of time which way to turn.  You wait until she's right at the turn and then you just say, “Gee” or “Ha,” and she knows which way to go.  

Loew:

Each pair of dogs in the line has a job to do, starting with the leaders who not only have to know which way to turn, but have to run fast enough to keep the line fight.  

Bradley:

The next dogs are called point.  After the point dogs are called team dogs, and they help carry the sled.  And wheel dogs are the dogs in the back, and they have to get the sled around trees and other obstacles.  

Loew:

Candi bought her first dog team almost 10 years ago.  She enjoyed them for only a few months before receiving devastating health news.  In October of 1994, she was diagnosed with breast cancer.  

Bradley:

Breast cancer is not something that is cured.  It's something that can come back in 16 years, 20 years.  So it's kind of one of those things where you could be waiting for the other shoe to drop.  

Loew:

The other shoe dropped only two years later.  The cancer came back in her lungs.  At that point, doctors said she had only two to three months to live.  

Bradley:

They did tell me that if it ever went to my lungs, I should consider taking all those trips I've wanted to take.  

Loew:

There was a trip she had always wanted to take but could never afford, the Iditarod dog sledding race in Alaska.  

Bradley:

I wasn't thinking that I would ever be able to go, so when my friend called and said, would you like to go to the Iditarod?  I'm like, yeah.  

Loew:

Her friends collected donations at the JAVA junction in Stoughton.  They raised enough money to send the Bradleys to Alaska.  And they got her a ride with one of the professional mushers before the race.  

Bradley:

And the ride was awesome just to see how a real Iditarod team ran was great.  It was great.  

Loew:

Since her trip to the Iditarod, Candi has continued to pursue her love of dog sledding.  Her two to three-month prognosis has stretched to almost nine years.  And even though a few years ago, the cancer recurred in her bones and in her brain, she remains positive.  She says her attitude comes from spending time with her dogs.  

Bradley:

It's a great motivator to get up and get out of bed.  I never think about if I'm hurting or anything when I'm playing with the dogs.  I'm just having fun.  They're never in a bad mood.  They're just sweet, lovable dogs that want to play.  And I think she's pretty.  Yeah, I think you're pretty.  And when you're around someone, or something that's so happy, it can't help but rub off on you.  

Loew:

Candi Bradley and her husband Mike decided their sled dogs would be happier in the snow country up north.  So last winter, they gave their dogs to a friend in Langlade County.  Candi still goes in for chemotherapy on a regular basis and says her faith in God helps her keep a positive attitude about life and the afterlife.  

And that's our program for this week.  We leave you with a wintry walk through top point in Door County.  I'm Patty Loew, and from all of us here at "In Wisconsin," have a happy holiday.  

Captioning provided by Riverside Captioning Company.
